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The magazine graveyard is densely pop-
ulated. Yet hundreds ot journals are
launched all over the world each year.
Few of them are worth réading and -
even fewer will survive to celebrate their
tenth a;miv‘ersaries. But there are a
handful of journals which not only at-
tract successive generations of readers
“but also make a difference in the way
people think and look at the world. This
book introduces to American readers
one such publication.

Between East and West 1s a collection of
hiteen remarkable essays and short sto-
ries selected from the past two decades
of Kultura, arguably one of the most
important intellectual forums of the
postwar period. This volume includes
previously untranslated works from
such authors as Czeslaw Milosz, Leszek
Kolakowski, Slawomir Mrozek, Gustaw
Herling-Grudzinski, and others.

FEstablished in Rome in 1946 by a
group of Polish émigrés, Kultura quickly
became a place where contemporary
writers, both in exile in the West and in
captivity in the East, could meet and
exchange 1deas freely. Over the years
Kultura, under the direction of its ex-
traordinary editor, Jerzy Giedroyc, has
played an invaluable and unique role in
the preservation of an authentic Polish
culture. The postwar generation of
Poles, including those who would one
day found Solidarity, began their polit-
ical education by reading (and contrib-
uting to) Kultura. Between East and West

(continued on back flap)
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brings to a wider audience such essays
as “About Our Europe” by Czeslaw Mi-
losz; “The Hair Styles of Mieczyslaw
Rakowski” by L'eopbld Tyrmand; “The
Suppression of Solidarity” by Ryszard
Kuklinski; “The Nose” by  Slawomir
Mrozek; “San Dragone” by Gustaw
Herling-Grudzinski.

This volume is not only for those with
an interest in Poland’s recent history,.or
for students of Soviet and Central Eu-
ropean history and politics, but for
everyone who believes in open debate,
individual freedom, and responsibility.
The voices gathered here represent the
thinking of many of Poland’s most pro-
vocative and thoughtful writers.

ROBERT KOSTRZEWA was born in Warsaw
in 1959. He studied sociology at Warsaw

University and intellectual history at the .

Graduate School of the City University
of New York. He currently lives in New
York City.
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“Kultura has been a lighthouse of independent Polish culture for
more than forty years. This splendid selection should be required
reading for anyone who wishes to acquire a more profound un-
derstanding of the other Europe.” —TIMOTHY GARTON ASH

“An important contribution to a better understanding of the di-
lemmas and dynamucs of Central Europe, cbmbining imsights into
the personalities of some of the key players with broader historical
and cultural assessments.” —ZBIGNIEW BRZEZINSKI

> il

“This remarkable colléction of essays and short stories demonstrates
why Kultura has played a major role in shaping the consciousness
of Poland’s independent thinkers and activists who are now sud-

denly running the country.” —ANDREW NAGORSKI

“Before Solidarity there was Kultura—several decades of intel- .

lectual effort, imagination, and political foresight of a small group
of dedicated people. Bﬁ_etweenl East and West is a fascinating
portrait of a unique intellectual forum, and a panorama of anti-
totalitarian thought behind the present changes in Eastern Eu-
rope.” —JAROSLAW ANDERS
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