
Fragments 
Vol. 2/1 January, 1975 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT (2) 

by 

Charles Joel 



FOOD FOR THOUGHT (2) 

by 

Charles Joel 



A translation from the 
Polish magazine "Kultura" 
!~'.) 10/ 325/1974 published 
in Paris, France. 

@ Copyright 1975 by Charles Joel 

Published by Correspondence Home Study 
of Languages 

Sutter Creek, California. 

Printe d by the Essicc Compar.v 
Sutter Creek, Califortia: 

FOOD FOR _THOUGHT (2) 

In less than 30 years after the end 
of First, the Second World War had errup­
ted. The atom bombs dropped on two Ja­
panese cities made this war appear as 
the war which should forever end all fu­
ture wars. 

After both wars, despite material 
destruction and enormous bloodshed, no 
depression and frustration but a dynamic 
hope enlivened all. The hope for a bet­
ter and abundant life caused the recon­
struction of cities and industries in a 
flash of time, and - in Germany and Ja­
pan which were totally destroyed - rich­
ness and prosperity have blossomed by 
an 11 economic miracle". 

But today, 30 years after the Sec­
ond World War, we are living through 
the 'l'hird World War. I am not refer­
ring to the series of so called "small 
wars". Those local conflicts took 
place far away from Europe, in Vietnam, 
in the Middle East and recently on Cyp­
rus. I am referring to the bombs that 
explode almost everyday in London, Par­
is, Brussels, or in the cities of Italy. 
I mean the whole Western World which be­
came a stage for the acts of terror. The 
hope that enlivened all during the first 
post-war years vanished and has been re­
placed by frustration. The question is, 
who carries on and against whom is this 
underg.round Third World War carried on? 

If we exclude the Arab terrorists 
who try to solve their conflict with Is­
rael on an international arena, we must 
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state that this Third World War in Eur­
ope, both Americas, and Japan, is not 
led against the Soviet Russia but by 
ourselves and against ourselves. Even 
in England where the tradition of de: 
votion to law and order seems to be in­
tangible , we talked recently about 
"private armies" which should defend 
us when need be. Talking about those 
"private armies 11

, one doesn't mean a 
defense against the attack of the Sov­
iet army but about a defense against the 
danger from within. 

One is under the impression that the 
system of parliamentary democracy is un­
able to recognize the fast growing chan­
ges and to confront them with concrete 
reforms. I wrote on these pages about 
the danger that threatens Socialism at 
the time of its victory. 

The Trade Unions hav e as a goal de­
fending the interests of workmen and r ep­
resenting the "pressure groups" in re­
lation to the conservativ e o r socialist 
governments . In dispute on the new role 
of Trade Unionism the question is often 
raised: who governs England - the Par­
liament, or the Trade Unions ? . The Trade 
Unions cannot govern because if 
they would take over, even in part, the 
functions of a government, they would 
cease to be the Trade Unions. Were the 
TUC (Trade Union Congress) par t of a 
government body it would be necessary 
to create new Trade Unions which would 
entirely take care of workmen's interests. 
This situation arises because a govern­
ment, especially in socialistic states 
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which handle enormous sector of national 
economy, is the greate·st and most power ­
ful employer and as such doesn't repre­
s ent the interests of an employee. This 
characteristic is perfectly illustrated 
in t he communist states where the Trade 
Unions are made into "transmissions of a 
government" which is the only empl oyer 
a nd a capitalist. Naturally , in such 
case, the Trade Unions defend the inter­
ests of capitalists instead of workmen. 

Democratic Socialism doesn't depend 
on the Trade Unions functioning as a gov­
ernment, but upon the cooperation, com­
promi sing and negotiating in all confron­
tations on the issues involved between 
the Trade Unions and a government. Be­
lief that the interests of workmen are 
always and with no exception in agreement 
with the interests of the democratic so­
cialist government is a naive utopia. 
There isn't system in the world in which 
the interests of employers and employees 
agree and for this reason in every system 
there must exist a fully independen t Trade 
Union which is neither a government 
nor a "transmission" of a government. 

True Socialism may appease and in 
part harmonize the interests of employers 
and employ ees, but, with the exception of 
war or other univ ersal catastrophe, bring­
ing the interests of all social groups 
down to one conflictless denominator 
would be possible only by force used as a 
legal instrument that would sanction and 
freeze the existing grievances. 

The ultimate interest of State is al­
ways proclaimed by all those who insist 
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That what's good for Ford - is good for 
America. It isn't certain whether all 
that's good for Ford is good for America, 
and less certain whether it's of any good 
to all workers. Identifying the interest 
of a State with an egoistic interest of 
any specific corporation, group, or so­
cial class, is a cause as well as a re­
sult of conflicting. characteristics of hu­
man societies. 

There are 3 seemingly unconnected 
phenomena which to a great degree affect 
the contemporary climate in politics, so­
cial and economic life of a country; a 
climate which for the first time in his­
tory causes frustration on the world wide 
scale. 

The satellite countries have many 
reasons for frustration. But, from what 
I hear in the news each day, I gather 
that the climate of frustration covers 
the entire Western Europe and America. 
For some time now, the crises, bankrupt­
cies, the fall of civ ilization and demo­
cracy, are expected. At the same time the 
Western people never had it so good as 
now. Many times a day we are assured by 
the communication media that England is 
on the verge of collapse, chaos and bank­
ruptcy . But the Britishers eat, drink as 
nev er before, millions spend vacations 
abroad, there are mor~ cars and TV sets, 
and not a minority but the majority of 
people earns better wages, every month 
brings to them higher paychecks. It 
seems to me that nev er in the history of 
Western Europe so many had it so good, 
and, at the same time, the feeling of 
frustration and catastrophe has never 
been so universal. 
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. The first cause of this state of p eo ­
ple's minds is the devaluation of written 
and .spoken word: Nobody takes seriously 
the words of the politicians, economists 
and experts. The communication media have 
produced an inflation of the crises. Ev e­
ryday we hear about the crises of Water­
gate, in Cyprus, in the Middle East, in 
Vietnam, in Brussels, in NATO. Of course 
we hear about the crises in every branch 
of industry, we talk about the energy 
crisis, about the crises caused by the 
industrial pollution of air, soil and wa­
ter, and, when those problems are exhaus­
ted, we talk about the monetary and stock 
exchange crisis, etc., etc. The question 
arises: How it is that - living with the­
se numerous crises in all areas of social 
and economic life - we have the high stan­
dard of living and the millions of cars 
speeding on the superhighways of the Wes­
tern world seem to indicate that the oil 
has never flown so abundantly as now in 
this time of the energy super-crisis? 

The inflation of the true and imagi­
nary crises causes a phenomenon which I 
would call - the indifferentism to infdr­
mation. People listen to the flood of 
catastrophic analyses and prognostics as 
if they were listening to the fantastic 
reports from another planet. 

The second point to which I wish to 
draw the reader's attention is the slow­
ness of thinking. The incredible speed 
of communication is incomprehens ible to 
human brain. The computers perform com­
plicated calculations and analyses in a 
few seconds, but the brain works as slow 
as it did 2 thousand years ago. This 
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ever increasing, -like lightning speed of 
collecting and transmitting information 
combined with the speed of transporting 
peop le from one continent to ·another, 
creates conditions in which many people 
in key positions must make many more de­
cisions in incomparably shorter time 
than ever before, having the same slow 
brain that their great-grandfathers had 
in the e poch of stage-coaches. Conseque­
ntly , the danger arising from making 
wrong decisions is proportionally great­
er than in the past. The constant bom­
bardment of the human brain by mass 
information-and the wrong assumption that 
the human brain through every succeeding 
generation is becoming more efficient in 
competing with computers whose efficien­
cy increases enormously with each pass­
ing decade appears to be the main cause 
of frustration. One may call this pre­
dicament the "technological allienation" 

- meaning that despite our apparent 
reign over technology, there grows an 
abyss between the possibilities of mach­
ines that we build and possibilties of 
human brain. The continuous increase in 
the number of heart failures in men and 
recently in women of the "managerial" 
age of 45 - 55 years, is caused by ten­
sion, overcharged brains and nerves. 
Although improbable , it would be inter­
esting to know, to what degree the pre­
sent world crises may be blamed on 
objective reasons, for example, on the 
hunger for energetic fuel, and on the 
growing number of wrong decisions that 
are made by the overworked, tired brain 
of people in the key positions. 

And , as the 3rd most important cause 
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in .our analysis of frustrat ion we s houl d 
discuss the problem of morality. 

Ex- President Nixon was forced to re­
sign because he had lost support of not 
only his party, but also of his cabinet 
members, inc luding Dr. Kissinger. Nixon 
lied, bribed, i llegally attempted to co­
ver up the Watergate scandal but to the 
last moment ins i sted that he acted in the 
interest of the country . Most explicitly 
it has been illustrated by one of his 
close associates J . Ehrlichman, who said 
that ther e are situations where the pri­
vate morality mus t give up before the 
morality of a higher category , meaning 
the interest of the country . 

Putting aside the f ac t that believers 
in the "morality of a higher category" 
invariably identify their own personal 
ambitions , egoism and greed with public 
interest, the acceptance of this kind of 
mora l ity would be equal to the acceptance 
of the idea that the end justifies means 
which in theory and practice contradicts 
any morality. The acceptance of the "mo­
rality of a higher cateqory" liquidates 
the basic difference between the Free 
Wor l d and Communism , because the rule of 
"end justifies means" agrees with Totali­
tarianism but is in obvious disagreement 
with Democracy. 

Of course everywher e - including 
England - briberies happen. There were 
cases where ministers lied to their pre­
miers and parliaments, for example the 
Profumo affair, bnt none of these gent­
lemen, who were exemplarily punished, 
claimed that they were acting in the na­
me of the "morality of a higher category" . 
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Eve n t hose who r epel relig ion and 
morality, even t hose who p roclaim t hat 
politic s has n ev er a ny t hing i n commo n 
with morality, mu st, a t the end o f an ob­
jective a nalyzation, conc l ude, that Democ ­
racy cannot exist without morality . Defen­
ding the poor aga inst the greed and power 
of the rich is not dic t ated by e c onomy , 
but by morality. The principle that al l 
citizens are equal in the face of law a nd 
every social grou p irrespective of the 
wealth, color of skin or religion have 
the right to repr esentation , is born 
from the sense o f moral ity not from any 
economic pressures . 

Although it may sound pathe t i c - one 
may obj e c tively say t hat t he d egr ee of 
a u the nt i c mo r a lity is in di r e ct propor ­
tion to the degree of moral sensitivity 
of a soc i ety . Fo r thi s reason, every ac t 
tha t vio l ates the bas i c moral p r inc iples 
i s, i n f act, ant i -social and by the same 
toke n anti -democra tic . 

In o n e of my previ ous ar t i cles I con­
fronted my reade r s with the similar ities 
of Chr ist iani t y a nd De mocratic Soc ial ism . 
The c hurc h, d reaming about St a t e Christ­
ianity, had missed t h e importance of 
those similarities, and as a result , at 
the turn of XIX and XX centuries had lost 
a great percentage of working class to 
the secular Socialism. 

In the XIX century not Marx but the 
Church should have t aken a hard and un­
compromising stand in defense of children 
and teenagers working in mines and facto ­
ries . We learned from Freud that the 
" guilt complex" quite often demonstrates 
itself in many strange ways. To what 
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degree does the naive Vatican 's Ostpoli ­
ti c s reflects its "guilt complex" towa rd 
the working class? 

* * * 
A great majority of the Western 

press after Nixon's resignation evalua­
t ed his foreign politics as extremely 
advantageous. 

"Watergate is not the subject of my 
deliberations in this writing, but I 
would draw my readers' attention to cer­
tain characteristic details which , per­
haps, they have missed . The Guardian 
which employs a staff of experienced cor­
respondents in Washington repor ted on 
August 12.74: The resignation has been 
f orce d on Nixon by his closest associa­
t e s. In the game participated two of his 
l awyers, Jame s St. Clair and Fred Buz­
har dt , and Gen. A.Haig and Dr . Ki ssinger. 
All four threatened that should the Pre­
side nt not r 7sign, thef ·would imme d iately 
a nnounce their own resignations and r e­
v eal t~e causes of their decisions. The 
m~gnetic tape of June 23 has b e en unques­
t ionable proo f that Nixon had ordered 
t he cover up o f Wate rga te in the 6th 
d a y a f ter the b r eak-i n and that dur i ng 
t~e f ollowing 2 years he had lied i n a ll 
h is press conferences and in many TV 
a ppea rance s. What's more i mportant tha t 
he had ~ied t o h i s perso nal lawyers : to 
Gen . Haig and to Dr. Ki ssinqer . 

. At th i s moment let us be interested 
in the person of Dr. Kissinger. some t ime 
a go I remarke d on these page s tha t a 
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sudden cris i s u nmasks even the most reti­
cent people and make7 us to ~nderstand 
the mechanics of their behavior better 
than observing them through the thousands 
days of their usual performances. 

According to The Gurdi a n Dr. Kissin­
ger a rgued that Hixon must resign because 
a p r olonged presidentia l crisis may be 
dangerous to the position of Brezhn7v w~o 
has engaged all hi s polit ical ~restige i n 
a dialog with Nixon. The President should 
re s ign in order to sav e hi s own deed , 
me an ing the politics of de tente . Brezhnev 
must immediately receive assurance s of a 
new President that the politics of d~t e n te 
h asn ' t changed a bit. On the other han~ , 
the trial and sentence would not onl y dis­
grace N1xon but a l so bring _t~e bankr uptcy 
of d~tente which wou ld politically destroy 

Brezhnev . 

The American Secre tary of State has 
shown great care and has activel y str i ven 
f or upkeeping the soviet s atrap . in the 
saddle. The same satrap who exiled Solzh­
enitsyn. But, Solzhenitsyn represen~s t he 
values which should be defended by Kissin­
ger - the helmsman of we7tern po~itics. As 
we know, Brezhnev is an irreconcillable 
enemy o f these values . On the other hand 
it is d ifficult to accept the view that 
Kissinger doesn 't understand this . The 
present Secretary of State is a refugee 
from Germany and was beaten seve1;al times 
by Hitler's henchmen when as~ l~ttle boy 
he was coming from schoo l . Kissinger ex­
perienced very deeply the dra~a of Second 
world \•Jar, e.specially the e~tinctHrn of 
millions of Jews. Doesn ' t 'Gulag Archi~e­
l ago" remind him of Hitler '.s c oncentration 
camps? Hasn't history der i ved 
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mercilessly all those who were l ooking 
for "d~tente" with Hitler? And, hasn't 
histo1;y shc:iwn that t here is an organic 
relationship b e t ween interna l and exter ­
na l politics? Ohen someone practices t he 
r ule o f "end justifies means" in internal 
po l itics, we can b e sure that he will ap­
ply the s~~e r ule to the external pol i ti­
cs too. his singer, a historian, undoubt­
edly understands it perfectly. \'!here do 
we look f or a key to his reasoning? 

I t seems to me tha t an appropriate 
key word in sol ving this problem would 
be the term "peace". Why the dftente for 
any price? Because there is no other alter­
native. The li~uidation of d~tente would 
mean the pol itics of confrontation which 
at _any time may change into a n open con­
flict and war . In comparison with nuclear 
war the "Gulag Archipelago" would look 
like a kindergarten . 

Only in the frame of dltente ls it 
poss i ble to play with small wars without 
e voking a wo1;ld armed conflict. Kissinger 
thinks ~hat if America and Russ ia played 
t h e politics of confrontation, every small 
war could become a threat · to the world 
peace. So, if - f i gurat ively speaking -
the price of peace is t h e support given t o 
Brezhnev not to Sol zhenitsyn, this price 
should be paid because there is no o ther 
alter native , or, the alternative is so 
dreadful that it cannot be even thought of . 

In my opinion d~tente neither lessens 
nor increases the possibilities of war. 
As long as America has the potential of 
atomic revenge, Russo - American war is r,1ax­
imal l y improbable regardless the po litics 
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of "re l axation" . Not the summit confer­
ences and photographs of Brezhnev with 
Nixon, but the American nuclear arsenal 
guarantees peace. 

Prof. Zbigniew Brzezinski of Colum­
bia Univers i ty in "Deceptive Str ucture 
of Peace" (Foreign PoLicy NO 14/ 1974 and 
in an article published in The New Leader 
(August 1974), as well a~ the .authors

00
of 

an exceptionally well written work: De 
tente: An Evaluation" (Survey No 2/3 
1974), proved beyond any doubt that the 
politics of "relaxation " amounts to sav ­
ing and supporting the Sov iet system. 
The Soviets are not forced to apply any 
reforms or liberalization to thei r eco­
nomy and social model, b7cau~e America 
helps Stalinism to flourish in its p r e­
sent totalitarian form . 

The authors of the above mentioned 
works quote many examples which illus t­
rate the problem. From this dreadfu l 
gallery I am choosing one which seems to 
be very characteristic. 

The lack of highly ad anced elect­
ronic technology is a very serious weak­
ness of the Soviet system. Numerous ca­
tastrophies in the internal Soviet Air­
lines und isc losed to public opinion in 
Russi; and a broad, indicate the primiti ­
veness of computarized air t raff ic con­
trol. But, as it comes out t r om Prof. 
Brzezinski 's information, the American 
Department of Commerce has beg~n to mo ~ 
dernize the Soviet system of air traffic 
control. American computers and tec~no­
logical know how will enable the _so~iets 
t o organize an efficiently functioning 
"air bridge" to the boundary of China . 
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To many readers of immigrant groups , 
in contrast with native Americans, d6ten ,e 
represents the politics of one-sided conce ­
ssions on behalf of the Soviets. Those 
reader s may be interested in my attempt to 
f ind the answer to the question: Why do 
the Americans do it? 

The most common opinion in f ormula­
ting the a nswer to this question i s that 
a g r eat number of Americans is ignorant 
of Russian problems, and, as a result, its 
political thinking about Russia is often 
marked by naivete . There is something in 
it, nevertheless the term "naive" doesn't 
fi t Kissinger. Dr. Henry Kissinger might 
have many imperfections but cer tainly he 
is not naive. 

Shortly before his resignation from 
the White House Nixon announced that "we 
cannot interfere in the interna l affairs 
of the Soviet Union (Jewish immigration) 
because we wouldn't like to have anybody 
interfering in American domestic aff airs". 

Although from the dawn of history 
powerful nations have always intervened 
in the internal problems of weaker na­
tions, the principle of non- intervention, 
though universally violated, enjoys i nter­
national r especta bii i ty . The whole prob­
lem of our relations with Russia re l ied 
a nd still relies upon the fact that Rus­
sia violates this principle. 

The most noble principle t hat doesn ' t 
a llow f or exceotions becomes impracticable 
and often f atal . Let us imagine as an 
example that in West Germany there appears 
an extreme rightist leader. There come 
to life a new para - military orga nization 
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a new uniformed and discipl ined party 
procla i ms totalita rianism and r evenge; 
Democracy in West Germany is t hreatened 
by complete destr~ctio n: A ~ew Germ~ny 
throws in a dustbin all her internatio nal 
agreeme nts a nd arms herself with nuclear 
bombs . Should one in the abov e outlin ed 
s i tuation, despite all historic experien­
ces insist upon the princ i ple of "non­
int~rvention" in i nternal affa i rs of t his 
powerful Eur opean State? P e r sonally I am 
c onvinced that Rus s i a and Amer ica , as well 
a s France and Engla nd, would never allo w 
for the c r eation o f a new f a sc i s t r eg ime 
in Ge rmany. Germany has the right to 
live in peace and f reedom without any i n­
tervention from the outside, but has no 
right to burn the world fo r the 3rd time. 

There is no need to look for s u ch a 
hypothetical example as we may illus trate 
the problem more realistically. I don't 
agree with the i dea that under every bed 
in England and France there hides a Rus ­
sian spy. But we cannot deny that the So ­
viets attempt to i nfiltrate all instit u­
tions and organizations in the West . The 
Soviets don't deny that d e tente in their 
interpretation doesn't weaken, but to the 
contrary, sharpens the -clashes among so­
cial classes on the world wide scale . 
The goal of these clashes - which also 
is no secret - is the overthrowing not 
only of Capitalism but also all systems 
related to it because ev e r ything that 
isn't Communism in the Soviet v ersion, 
is a bourgeois offspring which should be 
destroyed. 

I don't believe that people of 
Brezhnev's or Kosygin's kind are ideol­
ogists. Brezhnev is a pragmatist and 

16 

imperialist who identifies the interests 
of · the ·.soviet Union .with the interests of 
Russia. On one side Russia borders with 
hostile China and on the other with the 
West ·whose historic traditions and struc­
ture represent an antithesis of Sovietism. 

The Kremlin believed that the minis­
cul.e ·.liberalization of .Oubczek (Prague 
Spring ·of 1968 - Ed. postscript) threatened 
the Soviet empire. What is one to say 
about the great Western Democracies? The 
Soviets infiltrate all the Western insti­
tutions and organizations , supply arms to 
terrorist groups not in the name of some 
revolutionary call, but in the first place 
in the name of the same policy that had 
destroyed Dubczek. The West threatens 
Russia not militarily but as a main 
breeding source of all the currents and 
ideas of freedom which have always been 
a menace to Soviet imperialism in all its 
forms. 

Conducting the politics of their own 
security the Soviets attempt to sovietize 
us. Sovietism doesn 't mean "d ictatorship 
o f proletariat" , kolkhozes, lagers, etc. 
Above all, it means the strangulation of 
truth . Truth is the core of freedom. In 
Soviet Russia the truth is what is given 
a s the truth by Big Brother only; anything 
else is false. "Relaxation: with the So ­
v iets is possible only for a price of at 
least partaal acceptance of this principle. 
The politicians and the press of the Soviet 
Union have never denied that the real ene­
mi es of relaxation are those people who 
defend men such as Sakharov or Solzhenit­
syn - men with courage to challenge -the 
Sov iet authorities. Following the Soviet 
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leade rs' thinking, i n order to buy d~ t­
ente from them we needn't turn our western 
systems into Communism, but we mu~t 
accept the principle wh~ch _pr?claims . that 
in the affairs of imperialistic Russia 
the truth lies only in all what the Krem­
lin dictates. The acceptance of this 
line is the only way of showing friendly 
attitude toward the Soviet Union. 

It seems that Kissinger and Nixon 
don 't realize that in the democratic sys­
tem it isn't possible to use two scales 
of evaluation. The fact that 70, or per­
haps 80% of the educated Russians think 
differently than Brezhnev isn't important 
because in Russia what counts is not pub­
lic opinion but the political line that is 
set up by politbureau. To the contrary, 
in the West what counts above all is 
public opinion, or the opinion of the 
voter. If Nixon had the support of pub­
lic opinion he would still be in the 
White House today. 

I'll refer once more to Solzhenitsyn 
because he symbolizes the whole idea. On 
one side we have fresh in our memory nu­
merous photographs in the press and_on TV 
films showing Nixon with Brezhnev in a 
cordi~l mood in Moscow and Camp David . 
On the other, we remember the frank, open 
hearted, enthusiastic reception organized 
by the Western press, radio and TV, on 
behalf of Solzhenitsyn. In- Brezhnev's 
fight against Solzhenitsyn, nobody could 
doubt in the least whose side Western 
public opinion took. 

If Solzhenitsyn were just a ballet 
dancer, or a modernistic painter, the 
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situation might have taken on a different 
character. One would say that the "king" 
has thrown out a useless "jester", as it 
has happened so often in history. But 
Solzhenitsyn faced the world with his mon­
umental "Gulag Archi;elago", as an ana­
lyst and prosecutor of the Soviet system. 
He has built his accusations on Western 
and Christian values. The irony of this 
sibuation is in the fact that Solzhenitsyn 
in building up his accusations based on 
our moral values did a task which should 
have been done by ourselves instead of 
fraternizing with Brezhnev and practicing 
the politics of d~tente at any price. 

I wrote several times on these 
pages that neither super-power has actu­
ally any internal politics in the old 
fashioned meaning of these 2 words 
because whatever happens in Russia or in 
America concerns all the world. This 
means everything which happens in inter­
nal politics, including politics of d~t ­
ente . The apparent successes, declara­
tions, summit conferences - all of it 
makes sense only under one condition -
that d ft ente may be discounted in the 
political market of America . 

The balance of Nixon's foreign poli­
tics has been received by the immigrant 
press almost enthusiastically . But, in 
my opinion, beside·s the selection of the 
photographs of Nixon with Brezhnev, Amer­
ica in politics against the Soviet Union 
cannot be proud of any successes. The war 
in Vietnam has been lost and the defeat 
created desire for an apparent success. 
Should the Americans have won the war in 
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Vietnam ther e would be no need for ditente, 
there would be no need to persuade American 
voters that "personal diplomacy" is more 
important than the real facts . In all 
South-Eastern Asia the America ns are in 
retreat. The highly adverti s e d "personal 
diplomacy" of Kissinger in the Middle East 
didn't save the free world from defeat 
caused by Arab oil politics. In Greece and 
on Cyprus, so far, the Americans cannot 
boast about any success either. 

The Vietnam war should have been 
ended because the Americans were not in a 
position to win it, moreover, a great majo­
rity of American society questioned the 
moral basis and methods of this war. I 
think that the "personal diplomacy" of 
Kissinger shouldn't have been made into a 
substitute for victory. 

The Russians constantly develop their 
armed forces on land, in the air and on the 
seas. Despite this, the believers in "re 
laxation" try to convince us that owing to 
the politics of deten t e we are hot under 
any threat. The Americans try to talk 
themselves into believing that if they 
"had won" the Vietnam war, similarly - owing 
to dktente - they cannot lose against the 
Soviets. 

Kissinger believes that the peace may 
be preserved by lef\gthening the "balance 
of power" and for this reason we should try 
not to worsen the internal situation of the 
Soviet regime because that regime, no mat­
ter how unsympathetic it may appear to us, 
represents the basic element in the system 
of balanced power. Solzhenitsyn and Sakha­
rov (and all that they represent) are not 
an element in the power balance, to the 
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contrary, they are a threat to it and 
to the politics of detente. 

In reality, however, balance of 
powe r is not a system but a fluctuating 
and changeable situation. Presently, the 
balanc e o f power enables the Soviets 
progressive development of thei r war po­
tential in a climate of political and 
moral moratorium created by detente. 

There always appears the super-ques­
t ion: What is the alternative? I t 
should be openly stated that there isn't 
a ny good alternative . But, the pol i tics 
o f energetic restraint applied against 
the Sov iet imperialism and a categorical 
r efusal to compromise on the issues 
t hat are basic in our Christian civ il i ­
zation - this kind of alternative appears 
to me to be more worthy of the name o f 
Realpolitics than dk tente whic h , in fact, 
i s no thing but a warmed o v er and always 
c atastrophic politics of appea s e me nt. 

Juliusz Mieroszewski 
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IN · AND · AROUND THE SOVIET PRESS (2) 

"Here in our Soviet Motherland every­
body can choose his vacations according to 
his taste" - so sublimely begins an edit­
orial in the Soviet Kuitura . This is an ax­
iom·. No need to prove it. In the Soviet 
Motherland one can choose whatever one 
wishes. 

Accordingly, an article in Pravda 
about the elections to the Supreme Soviet 
appeared under the title: "The Victory of 
Soviet Democracy" - 99.99% of Soviet citi­
zens have shown surprisingly . similar tastes 

~ -all voted .for the .candidate .who had 
been proposed to them. 

However, the latest characteristic of 
publicity is the stress on "choice" of the 
leisure time. It looks like .a first class 
campaign whose symptom is the increased 
pressure against stupefied public and its 
hope s for more freedom. This .pressure is 
many sided : the Central Committee of the 
par ty in June 74 decided to "increase lec­
tur ing on social sciences~ in institutions 
of higher education. Social sciences in­
clude -the history .of the communist party of 
the Soviet Union, marxist~leninist philos­
ophy, political .economy and .fundamentals 
of scientific communism (in the department 
of mathematics social sciences are given 
12.7% of total curriculum time); to these, 
undoubtedly, in the near future .will be 
added "marxist religion", .and . the net of . 
party lecturing will be .enlarged by propa~ 
gandizing seminaries, etc. Nevertheless, 
the main stress is directed on the subject 

-of "free time", meaning the time that's 
left after work. "Free time" - instructs 
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Leonid Brezhnev - ''.is not .a time .which .is 
free from xhe .responsibilities .o f .a.citi ­
zen toward the .Soviet society " . Because o f 
this the Central Committee .of the .p a r t y 
enacted "the principles of .organ iz i ng .t he 
leisure time of .the .students and .pioneers. 
This gradual "improvement" of . leisure time 
is reflected in .organizing .work .that .is . 
"bene~icial to .the society" .during summer 
vacations. Orders are . issued .to involve t h e 
students in .work .at kolkhozes, sovhozes and 
other enterprises . Some of the Soviet citi­
z7ns try thoughtlessly to rest .during travel 
time to and .from .work , .but the .party finds 
them even .then. A P!!aVda correspondent from 
the Lvov district .. writes .that .on .the bus 
that transports hundreds of workers from far 
away vi llages to the cons t ruction site of 
the city of Navy Razdol - "there .is always 
present one activis t .of .propaganda"; two 
hours of travel to and from work are used 
for "transmission .of propaganda". There is 
no escape .even .after one'. s ret urning .home: 
One must listen .to Brezhnev . Since .the first 
of July for only . SO kopeck, one can (or ought 
to) buy the recording of Leonid .Brezhnev's 
speech which h e delivered .at last .komsomol 
meetin~. We .~ust stress that the price .is not 
excessively high . For example, a similar 
recording of the .Beethoven costs 2 .rubles a nd 
50 kopecks , .and, .say , for .a recording .of the 
Beattles one must .pay on .the black .market 
at leas t 120 rubles. We c an see tha t as f a r 
as the pr~ce goes , Brezhnev can . s ucce ~sfully 
coml?e t 7 wi t h a ll t h e .r e cording s of the West. 
I t is inter es t i ng .to no t e tha t s ince the days 
of St a lin - .n o o n e knows why .- the .l ead e rs 
have not made .a pra ctice .o f . r ecording the ir 
speeches. Even Josif Vi s sar ionovich Stalin 
did i t only du ring the p r e - war per i od . But 
we mus t say tha t h e was doing it with 
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appropriate grandeur. His magnificent 
a lbum· with · a.recorded report .on the cons­
titution of · the Soviet Union .contains not 
only the recording of the text but a l so 2 
r ecordings .on .which .are recorded - on both 
sides - only applauses which the represen­
tatives of · Soviet peoples had given to the 
greatest genius .of all times and all 
nations. 

On the .recording of .Brezhnev there is 
only the text of his speech . to which the 
Soviet citizens may now .listen in every mi­
nute of t heir f ree time. This recording 
s eems to be another example of increased 
pressure on citizens, and the returning to 
t he concept of The Leader . 

In the Soviet Union, so far, there is 
no polling of public opinion with regards 
to the popularity of national leaders. Who 
i s the most popular is decided by the polit­
bureau. One may recognize .the results of 
t his decision by counting the number of vo­
ting district s which "demand " that such and 
person should be a candidate to the Supreme 
Soviet in the coming elections. About half 
t hrough the campaign .when . some 740 districts 
"have · chosen" their candidate there are 
publicized announcements of the leaders who 
dec ide their choice of the districts. From 
these announcement s one might learn that Leo­
nid Brezhnev had been "wanted''. by 115 dist­
tricts, and h is c lose -associate Kosygin and 
Podgorny by 60 , Suslov by .only 33, etc. 
After · closing the polls, all . found . themselves 
elected without any problems . The first 
day of newly elected Supreme Sov iet as the 
firs t speaker appeared .Leonid Brezhnev. 
"Representatives and guests greeted him 
with boisterous and long- lasting ovation" . 
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Podgorny and Kosygin - .as by .agreement­
received only a "long-,-lasting .ovation•:. 
Brezhnev personally proposed to let Pod­
gorny stay on his present job as .a chair­
man of the Supreme Soviet, and .Kosygin on 
his post of premier. George Orwell could 
say about it all: "All equal but some more 
equal than. others " • 

But, it . could .be unjust from the dance 
around Brezhnev, to -conclude that the pre­
sent General Secretary has the same power 
as Stalin had • . The . strengthening of Brezh­
nev's cult has as its source .a .deep longing 
of the Sov~et leadership .for a strong 
hand, and an imminent need .of .having a land­
lord. Fo~ the outside .use . (meaning .out-,­
s i d e o f the _Centr al _Cornmittee, .or for .the 
use by common citizens -,- Ed • . post script). it 
is explained by . the danger of .war threaten­
ing the Soviet Unio n. On t he 4th of June, 
at the meeting with voters, the Defense .min­
ister of the USSR a member of politbureau 
Marshal Greczko said this amazing sentence: 
"The danger .of .war is a severe reality of 
our times". E11avda on July 28th had deci ­
phered the marshal's wordl;l: "The Peking lea­
dership building up antisovietism unites it­
self with imperialists against socialism and 
peace. For this reason it could be .a great 
mistake to think .that the danger .of war 
doesn't exist''.. . There is also .another po­
tential source of .war danger: the leading 
Soviet philosopher P.N. Fiedosieyev, summing up 
in Wap r os y. EiZo z of ii the results of .the 
International .Congress of Philosophers is 
angry with all those .who express doubts in 
the concept .of . "righteous war" and stresses 
that "peacefuLpolitics of the socialistic 
camp should .be conducted ••• with full recog­
nition of our .epoch's dynamics, first .of 
all with a massiv e liberating , revolutionary 
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movement which fig hts again s t the backward 
fo rces of reaction" . 

so, in short: If somebody attacks the 
soviet Union then it is natural that the 
sovi e t Union may start a "righteous war " . 
cons equently the repressions and propagan­
d~ o f strong leadership are rightly 
a pplied. 

The Soviet literature faithfully rei­
.u~ct-Lng the wishes of national leaders ha:, 
no t kept the public waiting very long. A 
number of writings about str on-:; men ls 
enormously increased. In the first place 
a. e ·che books about Stalin. And each nGw one 
goe s a little further in praising the leader 
01 nations. The novel or I Vdn Stadnyuk 
"mhe Nar" whose second part has been pub­
l1shed in No. 5, 6, and 7 of the monthly 
M • odaya Gwat'aya , so . far , stands in f 1.1;·st 
place i n apotheosizing 5lalin. The fi r st 
part of it was published in ~.1<.~··abr 1970 
(NO 12 ) , later in the format of a book, and 
still l ater in 1-1/2 million copies by the 

man Ga z e,a Not satisfied, Ivan Stadnyuk 
·s writing the next part which still does 
not exhaust the theme. The Soviet satir­
is ts Ilf and Pietrov coined the definition: 
"The art which borders on crime". Sta.dnyuk 
crossed that border. He writes as if Rus­
s ian literature never existed before him. 
However, "The War " is interesting as a mir-
ro r of the newest instructions of the party 
which e xplain the recent historic period 
~nd the role of Stalin in it, All attempts 
to reconstruct , even in a hundredth part, 
t he historic truth - that t ook place dur­
i ng the years 1956-64 - has been definate­
ly erased . All rehabilitations had been 
r e-rehabilitated. 
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Ivan Stadnyuk .doesn't .avoid posing 
questions: Why .. was the agreement •. with Germa­
ny signed; .why did the Soviet .Union attack 
Finland; why . was .Hitler's attack · on the USSR 
a surprise to , Stalin; . why .was the Red Army 
defeated and .. suffered enormous . losses . in the 
first months of . war? Stadnyuk .doesn't .avoid 
posing questions, but he does avoid .giving 
the answers.to .them. What he gives , are 
deceitful, stupid, .quite often . just .nonsensi­
cal explanations, all .with one joint· conclusio 
It was necessary. 

The whole , pre-war foreign .politics of 
Stalin, including -the pact with .Germany is ex­
plained as his ., endeavour to counteract the 
tricky plans of England which the · author sums 
up in an ingeniously simple formula: "It was 
in London where the plans of cutting off Ukrai 
from Russia by Hitler were born". Stadnyuk 
proudly stresses that only the genius of 
S~alin could penetrate the cunning calcula­
tions of the revolution 's enemies · who shiv­
ered with fear of him; Oh! Yes! Stalin knew 
them too well. Stadnyuk credits Stalin with 
~he fol~owing reasoning: 'IHitler certain-ly 
is afraid ~f Stalin ••• he is frightened of 
Stalin's iron will .and strength -of .that 
mysterious character, of his .education and 
talent as good . thinker, .of .his .authority 
amor:ig t~e nati'?ns and governments". · ··This quo­
tation is nothing .but what Stalin thought 
a~out himself • . Stadnyuk entirely agrees with 
h 7m an~ adds: "The great _marxist · philosopher, 
historian, and diplomat who knows .how .to 
keep a hand on the pulse of enemies and of 
friends as well" . 

It is not strange then that .all .the 
defeats during .the first stage .of .the .war 
are explained by .Stadnyuk as resulting .from 
the mistakes and abuses of the generals and 
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in .particular of the Bielorussian front com­
mander gen ~· Pavlov and his ·. staff. Shooting 
them by the order of Stalin, "a man whose 
destiny is unusual even . in historical terms", 
appears · to the author of "The War" as an act 
of the highest justice. 

Pushkin in his days advised: "Flatter­
e i:-s, £i::-y ·.even · in your vileness to show just 
a shade .of honesty". Alexander Czakowski, 
who also writes a novel about Stalin, tries 
to -ke~p that distance, but Stadnyuk proudly 
renounces it. 

The · crucial scene of "The War" is the 
conversation ·· of Stalin with his one and only 
fa ithful · helper, citizen Molotov (the rehab­
i litation of Molotov is today an unseparable 
element of Stalin's cult}. During the first 
days · of · the · war .Stalin "looks .for advice in 
Lenin's writings" and finds . in the creator 
of .the Soviet Union a prescription which 
he explains to Molotov: "Don't .these 
words of Lenin have precisely .a comtemporary 
sound?" - rhetorically asks the leader of 
peoples - " ••• each kindling of .collective 
leadership, . each interference in . one man's 

-power, is the .worst evil .•• Lenin categoric­
al ly teaches: In practice, . the decision 
making power should be given to only one 
citizen well knon for his . strong will, de­
c issiveness, courage, knowledge .of concrete 
think_ing, and of great .trust ••• yes, citizen 
Molotov, this is what Lenin teaches us". 

And indeed: Already in March 1918, 
Lenin stated that "each industry needs a 
one man dictatorial power •.• unconditional 
subordination to one will", and one year 
later again insisted: "What should be push­
ed forward · is the principle of perso_nal 

9 



authority, a moral authority .of a certain 
man to whose decisions all must submit with­
out any hesitation". And finally, in 
March 1920 he expressed this .extreme state­
ment : "Opposing .. the necessary central power, 
d ictatorship and .one man will • .• becomes 
i mposs ible" . 

The importance ·. of Stadnyuk' s novel lies 
in underl ining .the c ompletely . justified lon~ 
g evi t y of d i c tatorsh ip: From Leni n to Stal in , 
from Sta l i n t o.the prese nt , on to future gen­
eral secret aries . "That's what Le n i n teaches ", 
And that's the .way it is, and that ' s t h e wa y 
it will be. 

* * * 
As we know .there .are some .men who are 

dissatisfied .with l eadersh ip in the Soviet 
Un ion, some who refuse to trust and to subor­
dinate to it . .The best known among them is 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. In mid~June 74 he 
gave his expose on America n TV, but not 
until now (this .article wa s written in Sept . 
74 - Ed. post .scri pt) has the full text of 
it appeared in the Paris publicat ion Russkaya 
MysZ. In the .long and very interesting di s ­
cussion the writer expressed his vi ews on many 
problems. "Th e Sovi et repres s ions ~ h e s a id­
because of thei r grea t i mportance , are no t 
only a n i nte r n a l concern .of .t he Soviet Union . 
Those r e pressions a re da nge rous to the world 
peace. Gu lag sti l l exi s t s but i n a different 
form . • . from .the .o utside , i t app e a r s · as relax­
a tion and peace, b ut i nside o f our coun t ry 
t here is a. b lack stif f e n ing". So lzhenitsy n 
convinc e d his .America n a udienc e .tha·t .the 
"persecuti ons o f dissidents i n our .c ountr y 
is mo s t dangerous to you here ". 

Nothing new. The l aureate of Nobel p r ize 
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.had ·expressed · the se v iews many a time before. 
what -- is .new·; and what appears to me to be 
t he · result ·.of · Solzhenitsyn's living in the 
west· is his · view on the relations between 
.Eastern Europe and the world. "The kind of 
si t uation a r o s e" - Solzhenitsyn stated -
"wh i c h · ha sn't been seen for ages : The inhabi­
tants · of · Eastern Europe - Russians, Hungarians, 

.Poles, · Czechs, Lituanians , Germans, and 
Romanians , because of their identical exper­
i ences ·, identical pressures to which they 
we re submitted, have at the present some com­
mon· views, ·common outlooks on what's happen­
ing in the world, especially in the West . 
And · .I mus t say that . I have repeatedly exper­
ience d t he unani mity of my personal v iews 
with the v iews o f many other Easte rn Europeans . 
Thi s dialog of Easte rn-Western Europe 
appea r s to me as i f i t were o v erlooked by 
the Wes t . I believ e that it would be extreme­
ly · usefu l if the l-1est began to listen to 
t heir j oint· views b e c ause the whole Eastern 
Europe may tell us many v ery important and 
very u s eful things " . These wo rds of Gula g 
Archi pela go 's author suggest t he reply to all 
who acc u se h i m o f nationalism, and i ndicate 
t hat there is a growing understanding among 
a ll nations wh i ch want to throw away the 
Soviet yoke . 

* * * 
All Europeans who v isit the USA and 

write· a f terwards about their . travel s , of nec­
essity want to "discover" the new world . The 
Sovi e t · travelers are not excepted. However, 
ther e is a difference: To America travel 
only the Sov iet most trusted men and this is 
why a ll of them, at any particul ar stage, unan­
i mou s ly see exactly the same things . They 
we mi g ht say -make some sort of c ollective 
di s c overies . During the 30ties they were 
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"discovering" the American way .of life; during 
t he war they were . discovering naive, but 
honest to goodness .people limitlessly loving 
the Soviets and .their leader . "Uncle · Joe" (the 
Soviet reporters .. are enormously .moved that 
Amer i cans .do .. treat with such .an .affection thi s 
great and wise . leader) • . After the war they 
wrote onl~ about .McCarthy, .unemployment in the 
USA a nd about the . apologist of the · cold war. 

After . familiarizing .myself with the "cur­
rent p roduction" of the .Soviet . travelers in 
the USA, I found with a certain surprise ·~hat 
today they . write . about . Zbigniew Brzezinski. 
Some t ime ago .. the .well known . film star, Eric 
v an Stroheim was advertised as a "man whom 
many people . love .to hate " . The Soviet writer s 
love to hate Zbigniew Brzezinski. 

The leading - Soviet correspondent, .Jurij 
Zukov in Znamia devoted .a.large .article to the 
book of Zbigniew Brizezinski "Between Two Ages 

- America's r o le in the technetronic era": 
Quoting at most 2 sentences in one · paragraph 
o f his writing .and applying short cuts, Zukov 
easily proves that the American .professor, 
d irector of the Institut of .Communist Affairs , 
has b e en and .is an "anticommunist and antiso­
viet". Although many comments .of Zukov upon 
the book of prof . Brzezinski .are false, they 
c reate an i mpres sion .of credulity · by · inserting 
t h e d escription of his interv iew with profess­
o r (Th is Sov i et writer is very .proud .of know­
ing "personally" such a furious enemy of Com­
munism) : "Brzezin ski said - .when I read your 
art i c l e a bout my works, my blood pressure goes 
up . • • ". Zu ko v c onceited ly . adds: "Well , I am 
ready at any time t o b e u sefu l t o the d i r ecto r 
of Communist Affairs" . No doubt that after rea 
ing the next "opus" of Zukov, prof. Brzezinski 
wi l l again have trouble with his blood pressure 
though at the i nterview he categorically stated 
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."Doctors say -- that it i s good for me" . 

Alexander Kryvicki is a less known re­
porter bu t ·· also a trusted ne . Liter atur naya 
Ga zeta publishes a s eries of his sketches. 
Kr yvicki begins his reporting from the San 
Francisco area. In Berkeley he visits prof. 
Paul Zimmer and when , to start with, he 
quotes off hand, the article of Brzezinski 
i n the · English periodical Encou n te r (It's 
possible that presently at Moscow persons 
departing to the USA must pass exams on 
Brzezinski's works), pro f . Zimmer shouted: 
"Certa inly , Brzezin ski give s yo u a lot of 
troub le ! You made a devil o f him .•. " But 
Kryvicki knows what to do: a fte r arriving in 
New -- York he "personally" attends to Brzez­
inski's lecture (it appears that, after 
a ll, he isn't as trusted as Zukov, having 
not permission to know prof. Brzezinski "per­
sonally"). Having - it seems '-. some hidden 
literary ambitions, Kryvicki gives an artis­
t ic portrait · of the "devil": "Thin, pale, 
with bird~like profile, Brzezinski evenly, 
without · pauses, delivered his lecture". 

The best part of Kryvicki's article is 
his conclusion: "They (meaning, Brezezinski:,. 
Zimmer, and other sovietologists ) are in the 
leading echelo n of reaction, performing the 
role of · theoreticians". But, at the same 
time "The env ironme nt in which the activists 
of · Brzezinski's, or Zimmer's type mov e, is, 
i n the first place, among the liberal intell­
igentsya and s tudents" . In o ther word s -
int e l l i gentsya and student s r e pre sent 
react i on . 

I t is well known that .wherever there is 
reaction, ·unavoidably there must exist the 
forces of progress meaning people so much 
loved by the Soviet write rs and people who 

13 



are '_'farsighted , capitalists'I, . for .example, the 
president of Bank .of Arnerica .Thomas .Klausen, 
or, -say - Mr. Kendal l - a great businessman 
who operates many . trade and industrial enter­
prises (it is 0 he who sells Russian vodka in 
the USA) . Kryvicki enjoyed sharing with Mr. 
Kend':'1 1 a bottle .of · vodka which he brought 
straight f.rom .. Moscow and . left .feeling .very 
happy:. "The .question of peace .and friendship 
rests in gaod hands" (Literaturnaya Gazeta 
NO 33). 

Jurij Solton, correspondent of Moscow 
radio and TV has .been personally reassured by 
the Chairman .of .Soviet-American Trade and 
Economy Council .Harold Scott. In this council 
belong, according to correspondent, "Such well 
known personal ities in the world of business 
a~ David Rockefeller, Armand Hammer, the pre­
sident of General .Motors , the president of Du­
pont Corporation''.. The chairman Harold Scott 
explicitly underlined to the Moscow reporter · 
~erican businessmen are so overwhel:med by the 
idea of economic cooperation with the .Soviet 
Union that in their belief,"nothing can dis­
turb its further . development''.. Mr. Scott shar 
also his regrets with Solton that "there is a n 
opposition against this cooperation in Congress 
':'nd somewher7 .. else (Brzezinski? !) but industry 
is overwhelmingly for it " . This "demoniacal 
possession of American .businessmen" is of such 
a great delight . to the Soviet reporter that he 
ends his article triumphantly: "Such is the 
atmosphere of today 's A-~erica, .or; more preci­
sely, the majority of Americans •.• " -(l;iteratur­
naya Gazetta NO 43). 

It is quite possible that in the · beginning 
of the new sch661 year the Soviet .students wi ll 
be forced to learn that David Rockefeller , Gen­
eral Motors and Dupont, represent .the real inte 
ests of American people. The more, since, as 

14 

writes this same Soltan, "excitements created 
by the resignation of R. Nixon calmed down 
pretty fast'. Life is going on as usual". The 
last hope · of the Soviet Union is the American 
billionaires "posses sed by the desire of 
building Communism". 

* * * 
The subsequent step in this direction 

- of building Communism - is published in the 
USA the 2nd volume of Memoirs by Nikita 
Khrushchev under the title: "Khrushchev re­
members - The Last Tes tament" (Incidentally, 
i t isn't its last vo lume as the 3rd is being 
prepared). The question of material used in 
the book has been - as it seems to me - clear­
ed up: The memoirs are made from the text 
recorded on tape by Nikita after his dismis­
sal. He recorded not too ·much but not too 
litt le ei ther - just 180 hours. In the pre­
f ace page someone tells us how the voice of 
the ex-First Secretary has .been recognized 
by using a cunning device "Voice Print" (this 
devi ce was constructed by the heroes of 
Solzhenitsyn's "First Circle", but apparently 
t heir invention had failed .their expecta­
tions which is proven by the fact that the 
Soviet organs want to buy it from the USSA). 
According to the information given in the pre­
face to the book the voice of Nikita was accu~ 
rate in 175.5 hrs, and probably accurate in 
4.5 hrs of total recording time. How was it 
then with the "voice print" - I don't know, 
but the compilers of the 2nd volume enclosed 
30 pages of Russian text copied from the tapes. 
And here, I think, nobody will have any 
doubts: Only Khrushchev could talk so uncul­
turally, chaotically losing and repeating 
himself, and also demonstrating his above 
average peasant's cunning and cleverness in 
swimming around all sensitive matters. This 
Russian text allows us , on one hand to see 
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the authenticity of Khrushchev\s .opinions, and, 
on the other, -~onvince us that those opinions 
were prepared .and .introduced in .a manner which 
creates in advance planned impressions .not only 
about Krushchev .but also about other leaders 
of the Sov.iet Union. 

From the .pages of . the book~ .divided into 
thematic chapters .and .translated ,in ·. colorless 
language - .. comes out the .portrait ·. of · a . simple, 
careful, though .sometimes rough statesman, who 
likes jokes -and .fun . -His main endeavour is 
peace and relaxation, well .being .of his country 
and people • . The . reader who doesn •. t know history 
may conclude: , , If ., Khrushchev after Stalin, The 
first Russ.ian leader .who .could .criticize .some of 
Stalin's acts - . was such .a .good .man, .logically, 
leaders succeeding .him must be of much better 
character. 

To the reader .who knows .the.history of the 
past 55 years, -the book is interesting too. I t 
allows him to .understand in .what .manner and what 
kind of information .the .Soviet .leader receives ; 
and how the .informations enable him to make deci· 
sions. The memoirs .unmask his narrowness and 
prejudices in .outlook on the world·.outside as 
well as inside of .the .Soviet .Union. .The Russian 
prov.erb says: ''.Whatever is in the .thought of a 
sober man comas .out in .a tongue .of the .same man 
when he is drunk''. • . Khruschev .even .when sober 
sometimes talks .about some very .interesting _ 
things, not suspecting that those things .may l ook 
differently. .For Example, talking ·.about .the most 
prominent airplane .designer .A • . Tupolev, Khrusch­
chev reminisces .that Tupolev had .spent 5 .years 
in prison while .working .all .the .time .on the pro­
ject of a plane .for .the .USSR army, Khruschev 
doesn't condemn Stalin, explaining ·. simply that 
he doesn't know .the · reason why Stalin ordered 
the designer'.s arrest. But, wishing .to .point 
out the di-fference · between himself and Stalin, 
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.he · adds , tha:t ·. already in the 50ties Tupolev 
came cto him:. with a request to erase the sen­
tence from his registration card. To this, 
good · Nikita :. answered: "O.K. citizen Tupolev! 
we ·• 11 · investigate the matter. I think we may 
order · the · destruction of any documents pertain­
ing to · your · arrest so that in future you 
won•t -· need to mention it in any interv iew" . 
.rn ·this •manner the designer of the famous TU 
received · an · appropriate award, He was permit­
ted not to remember the years he spent inno­
cently · in prison . 

A· great part of the book is devoted to 
the outside - world, satellite countries , China, 
the · Wes tern · nations and the so called "Third 
Wor ld" -, the · countries in which Khrushchev vis ­
ited, or · about which he had heard. 

Khrushchev reminisces with great satis­
fac tion on the "good days" of Bierut (who wa s 
the first communist boss of the Polish Peo­
ples Republic - Ed. post script), and Kadar 
of Hungary, who "frankly admitted" that the 
Hungarian people are .happy having the Soviet 
army stationed in their country, and don't 
want it to leave . Even marshal Tito very 
pleasantly disappointed Khrushchev by deman­
ding · the immediate intervention of the Soviet 

.army to suppress the contr-revolution. 

Among other things, Khrushchev, simi­
larly to Stalin, prefers to deal with secret . 
agents. · The frankness of . the First Secretary 
shouldn't surprise anybody: Using the "trust­
ed persons" as a main base of Soviet influ­
ence in the subjected nations appears to 
him· so natural that the problems of, say, 
an ideological or moral nature don't bother 

-him at .all'. Nevertheless, .morality is put for­
ward in all cases where he talks about the 
Soviet · "help" to other nations. As a matter of 
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fact the entire - book is .overfull .with one ide a : 
The Soviet .people . unselfishly and with .a grea t 
sacrifice help .the other peoples. In the chap 
a bout Indi a, a . reader finds .a .magnificent f o r ­
mu la which explains ever y thing: "Ne offe red 
India o u r economi c a nd t echnologi cal help . One 
may ask: And wha t .will the Hindoo s g ive us in 
exchange? Of cours e, noth ing , except gratituce 
In its cynicism.this sentence may c ompete with 
the most impudent.statement of Stalin . Khrush­
chev quite o tert ~comes back to·this i d ea. It 
appeaLs, fnr example, that after t he war when 
"Ukrainians we:r.e . dying of humger, when there 
were even cases -of .cannibalism, the .Soviet 
Union supplied.grain to Poland" . Wanda Wasi­
lewska (prominent Polish communist entirely 
in the service of the Soviet Union - Ed. po s • 
script) returning .from Warsaw reported that 
Poles eat Russian black. and white bread and. ­
ungratefully - still grumble that there isn't 
enough flour being sent. Khrushchev is irri­
tated by the ingratitude of people who take 
advantage of the Soviet Union's generosity ; 
what's more, they don't seem to understand tha• 
to the Soviet Union "keeping ou:t armies ab:toad 
1.s a very costly business, but a convenien t o ne 
lo the nations on whose territories o u r armies 
stay. After all, didn't we pay for the barrack 
which they constructed for us? " 

There is no doubt that .whatever Khrushch 
did during 10 .years he was . in power, it was 
done, in the first place , in t h e n ame of fight ­
ing for power. There is no doubt t hat Memo ir 
do not create any basis for the cul t of a "con­
trite communist", a goodhearted .Bolshevik . 
Rather , from among careful ly cho s en statements 
in explaining some of hi s per sonal mistakes a nd 
more or les s -care ful accusati o n s of Stalin, 
comes out Nikita Ser g e evich Khr u sch ev ·of 19 38 -
Stalin 's r a pa c iou s puppy who insi sts ·: · .Our Mo th 
land is going without stopping on the road to 
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Communism .•• we, citizens, have destroyed 
many enemies but not .all yet". This vision 
of a happy future which "we" will reach 
"after destroying all enemies" stood in the 
eyes of Khrushchev to the last moment of 
his life . 

* * * 
One may still meet some unfriendly 

people who think that in Russia there is no 
f r e edom of dispute. In reality, there is a 
t heme which truly moves around and occupies 
the minds of all during the past half cen­
t ury: What is to be done with alcoholism 
which became a national plague? From time to 
t ime a dispute bursts out, newspapers and 
periodic als fill out many pages with let­
ters of working people and opinions of doc­
tors. Two years ago the Council of Ministers 
made a special effort reflected i n the"Guide­
lines in the question of strengthening the 
fight against alcoholism and drunkeness". 
Some results of this action .are already 
known. In a recent publication of the Soviet 
Union Bureau of Statistics are quoted -
wha t a marvel! - the data pertaining to the 
consumption of alcoholic beverages in the 
Soviet Union. As a starting point the year 
of 1940 is taken. After 25 years the sale of 
a lcohol increased 283%, in 1970 - 439%, in 
1973 - 534 %. · One might proudly say that even 
in this field the Soviet Union has overtaken 
the developed capitalistic countries. The 
l e tte rs published in the daily papers (in a 
time when the order to start the free dis­
pute was given) contain many recipes for 
fig hting alcoholism. Recently, somebody has 
propo sed to organize special "sober farms" -
colonies where prohibition would be strictly 
observ e d . There are also some less radical 
suggestions made : teaching the Russian 
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citizens to -drink . a watered vodka . (the custom 
of un~ultural Englishmen, or Americans), 
lowering vodka. to .1s~2s .proof by the State, 

7tc. But what seems to be very interesting 
is a letter .. that - I found .among the letters 
of those who .. condemn alcoholics, which sim­
ply asks: "But why is vodka on sale?" The 
question isn '. t .. so .naive .as it appears. The 
Octob7r rellolution had won in the .country 
in which there .wa s prohibition declared .by 
czarist g~vernment at t he beginning of World 
War 1. But, as soon as . the .domestic war ended 
the Bols~eviks, _who had mercilessly condemned ' 
the czaris.t .reg:,.me . for ''. lushing people in 
vodka" , had introduced t he .State.monopoly 
~f alcohoL Lenin personally demanded it 
in the summer . of .1 920. In October 1924 
Stalin foliowed the same line .and a pen:ia­
nent State monopoly was established. To . 
some communists .of those days the .matter 
seemed to be .shameful so it was .decided to 
produce, in .the . first period, the lower 20% 
proof vodka • . It was called "rykovka" from 
the name o£ the Chairman of eeople's Comis­
sars Council Aleksy Rykov who had signed the 
decree and who.himself consumed a great quan­
tity of th.is product. As we can see , the pre­
sent proposal of introducing "light stuff" 
is just returning an abandoned . experiment 
which was quickly.followed .by .the production 
~f "normal ." ~odka -~ . 40 % proof . We may add that 
in 1927 Stalin c learly .explained the v iews of 
the Soviet leadership on the .problem of . 
vodk~ : "Wh~t .fa better: exploitation by 
foreign cap:,.talists, or . introduction of 
vodka - such is .. a .problem .we .face. · It is 
clear that we decided .on behalf of .vodka 
because we believed, .and we .still believe 
that if for the victory of .proletariat i t:s 
necessary to soil .ourselves a little, we ap­
prove of applying . this radical mean in the 
name of our cause". 
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One would think that today the "exploi­
tation of Eoreign capitalists" doesn't frigh­
ten the Soviet leaders. Henceforth and 
wi th a great success they continue soiling 
themsel ves - the sale of vodka grows day by 
day. We may assume that lushing the nation 
in vodka is in the interest if of not State, 
at least of its l e aders . 

* * * 
A l etter to editor began shyly and 

mysteriously: "Dear Citizen Editor, do you 
know what happened in our Czeremuszki yes­
terday t he 15th of Sept?" One would think 

.that editor publishing t h is .letter on the 
20th of Sept. knew what had happened in the 
southern suburb of Moscow - Czeremuszki. 
In any case , all the papers in the world (of 
course excepting those published in the So­
viet Union and her f aithful partners in the 
busines s of c ensorship) published a detailed 
report about the inc iden t . It was possible 
to do it so easily because among the witness­
es were many foreign correspondents. It all 
began when a group of non - conformist paint­
ers - meaning those who are not members of 
the official Union of the Soviet Artists -
applied for permission to .organize an "au­
tumn art salon" in a deserted .place in the 
suburb of the capital, under an open sky, 
wi th the purpose of showing their paintings 
to the public. The authorities put off their 
decision for quite a long time • . The artists 
announced · that they wanted to open the show 
wi thout permission. But as soon as, on the 
morning of 15th Sept., about . 20 painters had 
spread their canvasses, from nowhere there 
appeared scores of young husky men in plain 
clothes ·, shouting that this kind of paint­
ing s · doesn ·' t suit them; then they began 
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picking up their canvasses .and .throwing them 
into waiting trucks; .. there appeared .buldozers, 
water spraying cars and rollers .normally .used 
to press asphalt in road construction. The 
gathered crowd .was dispersed, .many .were 
beaten, and on this occasion .some of .the 
foreign correspondents received their share 
too being one by one "fished .out" of .the 
crowd by the "enemies of .painting". Nearby, 
stood the policemen observing .with .great . 
friendliness this phenomenon .of tb.e .. ''.people '.s 
anger". The policemen began .their work .only . 
when time ripened to .conduct .the .proper .ar­
rest of the painters-organizers. 

The above .description of the incident i! 
an exact replica ~of .the .description .given by 
the foreign .correspondents • . In the letter t o 
the editor., .however , . took . voice the . the par­
ticipants f rom . t he other . side -, let me ·. say -
of the barr i cade. In the Western press those 
who were beaten . wrote. In the .Soviet .period ­
ical (perhaps .it .isn't incidental .that .its 
name is Sou ieakaya Kultura ) wrote those who 
did the beating . Each of them .confessed his 
exact profess ion, a lathe operator, radio­
technician., .pioneer, .electromechanic , etc. 
We would add what .the .arrested.painters told 

- after being .released - that . in .police 
station to where .they wer e . led there .on the 
bulletin board . hung the order, .On .the .ls, Sep 
report to duties in plain .clothes • . It's 
obvious that our husky men .were .storm troop­
ers in plain clothes. Let 's .see .what they 
wrote: Suddenly .there appeared . ''.some .slov ­
enly dressed, .nonchalant individuals .who 
began spreading some . strange, .colorful, fra­
med canvasses ••. these .paintings .had .-, . in our 
opinion clearly anti-artistic .character and 
did arouse in us nothing but disgust; they 
were just a .mockery". It is undenstandable 
that the true connoisseurs of art 'couldn't 
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stand· it · a~y longer. More! From somewhere 
came some · foreigners who "began ostenta­
tiously · taking pictures of all this turmoil 
and actively participated in it. That's 
not all: The foreigners began fighting 
wi th our men ••• " In short: On demand of the 
true connoisseurs of art "intervened the 
troopers and at their request - the police." 
It appears that all of it harmonized very 
well with the generally known maxim, "People 
don 't care for modernism. Public opinion 
jus t repels it". Those are the .words one may 
read in Nasa Sevryemye nnik(NO 4/ 1973) 
written by S. Moznugyan in an article "Pro­
jection of Modernism". 

But, coming back to our story. So far 
everything went along the prescribed track: 
The theory and practice worked hand in hand. 
But suddenly something went wrong. The arrest­
ed painters were freed, .receiving sentences 
to pay some fines which they promptly re­
fused. Two weeks after the "people's anger" 
in Czeremuszki the Soviet authorities per­
mitted organization of the paintings' 
exhibition, the same .paintings .which "arouse 
di sgust and mockery"; the place allotted ·tor 
the · exhibition was in another part of Moscow 
in the park called Ismailovo. In this way . 
on 29 th Sept. the first of the last half c ent­
nrr event took place.The event that a short 
time before wa s disapproved by censorship. 
"Four hours of Freedom" - this is the name 
given to it by one of the painters. Several 
thousand people visited the exhibition; they 
were discussing somberly with artists, asking 
questions and talking like humans. 

Perhaps, the importance of the "autumn 
salon" shouldn't be overestimated, but, on 
the other hand, it shouldn't be underestima­
ted either. In the creative years of the 
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Russian wd.ter ,of ,XIX century I v.an .Gorbunov 
h e used to. tell .an .an .anecdote: The crowd· ga­
thered in the .street. What . is .this meeting 
for? - asks .a passerby. Well - he · is told - a 
tailor wants to . fly baloon . What ' s · wrong with 
the guy? - cried ,passerby . - .One .cannot fly 
away from a good . life ! 

Not because .of the "good .life" .did the 
Soviet authorit.ies ·.permit. the .exhib ition of 
modernistic .paintings .which were .hated by 
them. They ,were :. forced to do .·so· .out .of fear 
of the Wes.t'.s .condemnation of their acts on 
Sept. 15th. 

The permission f o r this exhibition is 
just another confirmatio n .of .a new · situation: 
The Soviet Union is .forced . to . tak e .under con­
side ration the .p ublic .opinion of .the We 1et. 
The authorities .are manipulating .the internal 
affairs in t he face of a question: What will 
the West say a bout it? 

On one side repr essions .are increasing: 
Attempts are .made .to kill, or to .bring .to 
insanity in .sepa:t·ate .cells Wladimir .Bukowski 
and Valentin .. Moroz; . in .May .a .historian of 
literature and . translater .Gabriel Superfin 
received a sentence of 5 years . in Gulag and 
2 years of,deportation. On the other side -
if the West begins to shout too loud -some­
body is let to .go .free, or receives .permiss ion 
to leave the .Soviet Union. Under :the pres­
sure of the .US Congress , . it .seems, the .So­
viets agreed . to set a . sufficient .quota of 
Jewish immigration. The .four hours .freedom 
stolen by nonconformist painters .confirms the 
effectiveness .of . the .previously . tested 
formula: .courage . in defending ,their rights 
by more ot less .organized .minorities . (Jews, 
painters , political .prisoners) . . plus ·.a .massive 
and active support by the West . 

Adam Kruczek 
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A s t ory as motto: 

Three generations of the Slepak 
f amily l i v e in Moscow. Old Sl epak, a com­
munis t , leninist , as a young man immigra­
ted in 1 911 to the USA . He came back 
a fter the bolshevick revolution was won . 
He bel i eves in it even now, so that when 
his so~ Vladimir , engineer , 45 years old, 
t old h i m about his intention of going t o 
I srael, the o ld man said : "To me , you are 
dead , I no longer have a s on ." But the 
Soviet authorities r efused to give Vladi ­
mir a passport . One day _the elder Sl epak 
became i l l . Vl adimir, though excommuni­
cated by his father, went to v isit him at 
th7 hospital. "It's good of you to come ," 
sa id the o l d man, "but now, go away , to 
me you don 't exist ." Vladimir has a wife 
a nd a son Alexander, both willing to 
ii_nmigrate too , but the Soviet authorities 
will not l eT them. When a senator of the 
country from which. in 1917 old Slepak had 
returned (oppressed by the idea of building 
up the system that now persecutes his son 
and grand-son) announced that the Slepaks 
w~uld be able to immigrate, Mary Slepak 
sighed: "My God, what will they finally 
do with us." Alexander, in real jeans, 
young, but already experienced, said: 
"This is too beautiful to be true," and 
Vladimir who just finished listening to 
Radio Freedom, added: "Let's live for a 
whi l e and watch," then he locked al l doors 
and supported them wi th bars and bolts in 
case of s u rprise visit f rom the KGB . 
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Actually , the story of Slepaks, could 
have been written properly by Sch~lom. 
Aleihem . But, even the less poetic wri: 
ters had felt for some time that something 
wa s going to happen. At the end of Sept. 
74, Henry Kissinger made the longest 
speech of his career, the only reason 
be ing to prove that every attempt of the 
USA to pressure the USSR may bring j~st 
horrendous results. "If the temptation 
o f joining relaxation with the pressure 
on the USSR"- said Kissinger -" grows, 
such an attitude will be catastrophic. 
We 'l l land in a cold war wi thout strength­
en i ng peace and solving any human prob­
lems ... we must be aware of what can be 
and what cannot be changed in the ques­
tion of human rights in the East . We can­
not demand that Russia suddenly gives up 
50 years of Soviet and several c e nturies 
of Russian history ... " 

Hearing this, the specialists shouted : 
"Attention! It's coming! " and with a wet 
index finger kept high, tried to find out 
wh ere the wind is blowing from. 

It has blown from the Eastern direction, 
or (as rightly observed Trybuna_ L_u_du. in 
Oct . 1956) from the "director " of the 
East . Brezhnev invited Simon, the 
American Finance Minister who was staying 
at that time in Moscow , for a supper . By 
the 3rd vodka , o r as the French say, bet­
ween cheese and a fruit, he played hell 
with Simon and made all participants at 
the table shudder with fear. "Interven­
tion in our internal affairs "- shouted the 
General Secretary -"l!lay seriously damage 
relations between the USA and 'the USSR . 
It's absolutely impermissible that one can 
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dare to subject the development of Soviet­
American cooperation to some imagina~y 
matters which in general do not exist, and 
which in any case are exclus ively our own ' 
matters; our economic relation," threat­
ened Brezhnev, "basically have political 
meanings, but are endangered by the egois­
tic calculations of some small political 
groups whose psycho logy hasn't yet got rid 
of anachronic inheritance of the cold war. " 

Hearing this, the specialists didn't 
shout anything, but rushed to their news­
papers' offices to p repare a package of 
anti - Soviet calumnies and to write that 
Brezhnev thinks differently than he talks 
and that the USSR had ripened to allow for 
conces sions in human rights, even for 
Jewish i mmigration, in exchange for trade 
and financial allowances that a r e opposed 
by the Congress , unless the Kremlin liber­
ates its immigration laws. In this con­
t ext , calumniators added, Kissinger's 
speech is nothing bu t a performance whose 
purpose was to save Brezhnev's somewhat 
dirtied face . 

The wo rs t moment 

It all began wi th d~ten te , or relaxa­
tion. Kultura wrote a lot on this subject, 
so let us say in short, that both super­
greats desired to build up a system which 
would e fficiently safeguard both agains t 
~he possibilities of war by misunderstand­
ing or surprise ; in other words , a sys-
tem which would keep smaller nations out of 
serious politics and serio us matters in 
general. In detail, America wanted to sup­
pres s the Soviets' aspirations for world 
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revolution , to get the Kremlin's help . . 
in ending the war in Vietnam, a~d ~o limit 
castro's missionary ambitions ~ithin ~he 
shores of cuba. And the Kremlin - which 
a long time ago resigned_from the prole­
tariat revolution and thi~ks onl~ about 
the interests of the Russian Empire, and 
which long since has replaced Marx and 
Engels with Marks and Spencer*/ -wantPd 
to have a neutralized China, secured 
s tatus q uo in Europe, respect for Brezh­
nev's doctrine, and, above a~l, a flood 
of dollars , a Niagara of grain and the 
ocean of American, and, in general, Wes­
tern technology . 

As we see there wasn't any conflict 
o f interests between the Motherland . of 
socialism and the Motherland of Capital­
ism so when Nixon and Brezhnev embra­
ced . them~elves on the summit, the breeze 
of thawing was so great that even some 
icebergs of Gulag Archipelago began to 
float. For example, the Soviet Jews took 
detente very seriously and asked for the 
right of mass immigration. 

But the Kremlin said ni e t . And when a 
mild persuasion, meaning concentration 
camps, prisons and incursions ~f the KGB , 
haven't helped and the Jews still _wanted 
t o immigrate, the Soviet authorities . 
reached for the most effectiv7 weapon_in 
the so cialistic system, that is for_fi~an► 
cia l stimulus. Actually, the Kremlin in 

*/ The name of the British trade company 
used here by the author to illustrate 
cap italistic practices of the Soviet 
s ys t em - Ed. footnote. 
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this case had only improved an already 
tested invention of Poland, taxation of the 
brain, a special tribute that under pre­
text of paying back the cost of education 
had been forcing the candidates for immi­
gration to pay such big sums, that if they 
could afford to pay them, they wouldn 't 
have to immigrate at all, having enough to 
live happily even in the USSR. 

Then the world began to roar. Espec­
ially the USA, where, as mysteriously des­
cribed in TASS, some specific circles had 
long waited for the occasion to mitigate 
Kissinger 's passion for caviar and balalai­
ka and for his travels to Moscow in gener­
al. Such an occasion was provided by the 
Russians themselves as they had chosen the 
worst possible moment for introducing the 
brain taxation. While in Moscow the Jews 
were being stripped to their skins, in the 
Congress in Washington there was introduced 
the so-called Trade Bill , a basic docu-
ment projecting the strategy of the whole 
American diplomacy. One of the paragraphs 
of this bill authorized the President of 
the USA to grant the USSR the tariff of 
the most favored nation. Firstly, it es­
tablished the application of an advantageous 
custom duties to Soviet Union on goods im­
ported from Russia, and, secondly - pro­
v ided that credits given by the American 
banks to Russia must be guaranteed by the 
USA government. Without going into details, 
let's say, that the question of lower custom 
duties was of less .importance, though, for 
example, the duties on importation of vodka 
(one of the main products of the Soviet tech­
nological and scientific mind) dropped 75%; 
really important were the credits since 
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without them all the projects for invest­
ing American technological ideas in 
Russia were doomed to perish in office 
files . 

It was the autumn of 1972 when two 
American senators of Jewish descent 
began to think how to help their Russian 
brothers' escape from t he financial mass ­
acre. It isn't known who was the first 
to invent a combined transaction: Jews 
for dollars. Very likely it was Senator 
Javits who had remembered the lessons 
of history and knew that already Himler 
had tho ught about selling 100,000 Hungar­
ian Jews for 10,000 American trucks. 
Totalitarian masters have certain common 
cha racteristics, thought Senator Javits, 
and began to work out the idea . It appears 
that his colleague Senator Ri bicoff was 
the first one to introduce this "tasty" 
project in the Congress . 

Who is J ac ks on 

Then the name of Senator Henry Jackson 
appeared for the first time in this con­
text. Sixty-two years of age (looks 
rather 50), wide-shouldered, strong, Jack­
son was almost unknown in Europe. In the 
USA, he has been popular for quite a long 
time and esteemed highly as a professional 
Congressional leader. He has had no luck 
gatheri ng great honors, but he has charac­
ter. He competed for the vice-presidency 
in the Kennedy administration, but failed; 
he r e j e cted the proposition of taking 
over the portfolio of Defense Secretary 
in Ni xon's administration. 
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Presently he thinks a bout running for presi­
dency in 1976. 

Jackson,~ son of Norwegian emigrants , 
has a career like a hero in the stories for 
c hildre~ . He s o ld papers, felled timber, 
f or paying schools and studies of law. He 
was elected congressman when only 28 years 
? ld. By nm~ he's spent 34 years on the Cap­
i to~ ~nd gained a lot of political experience. 
Malicious people say that Jackson owes his 
career to h~s consistency in shaking hands 
every day with e v erybody, includi ng char­
women and pol i cemen . Perhaps, but we must 
r emember that this c onservative democrat 
wasn't af r aid to fight McCarthy when this 
Savonar ola in caric atur e was at the top 
of h i s power, and, on t he other hand , had 
the cour a ge to cr i ticize Kissinger for his 
secret agreement with the USSR and he was 
doing it at the time when Secr~tary of 
State was being a cclaimed a superman. 
Liberal in inte rior matters - for example 
~e was for 7qual r i ghts of Negr oes - Jack~on 
is rather distrustful in foreign politics 
~n Wash~ngto~ ~e suppor ts the lobby of th; 
industrial-military complex which is so 
unpopular . in Mosc?w, a lmost officially 
r epresenting the interests of Boeing Corp , 
He went to Peking, while Nixon went to Mos­
cow, and, above all he doesn't trust Russia . 
In the days of seemingly never-ending flir­
tation between Nixon and Russia Jackson 
quit7 undelicately but loudly s~id: "The 
Russians behave like a pack of hotel rats . 
They wander through the corridors and try 
to open every door one by one, trying to 
get something '' . To complete his portrait 
~et us add that Jackson was the first Amer­
ican Army officer who in 1945 entered the 
concentration camp in Buchenwald ... 
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No thing strange then, that Senators Javits 
a nd Ribicoff tur ned t o J ackson for adv ice 
i n t he problem of Jews i n Rus si a and brain 
t axa tion. J ackson, a man of exper ienc e , 
pure- b loo ded Aryan - in othe r wo r ds - a man 
wh o s houldn't be sus pect e d o f Zion i s m, a 
ma n of great business - me a ning uncor­
rupted , s upported their pro j ect and t ook 
over the r eal ization of combined transac ­
tion. In a few days the amendment to t he 
Trade Bill NO S- 2620 had been prepared . 
I t s tex t which subjected t he clause o f the 
most favored nation to the abolition of the 
brain taxat ion by Russia , received the sig­
natures of 76 senators, or 3/4 of the 
Senate, which meant that the Trade Bill 
had been successfully blocked. 

The White House (Nixon had no respect 
for the Congress) did not at once under­
stand the strength and the reach of the 
campaign whose only, but most spectacular 
mark of distinction was the Jackson amend­
ment. Some individual from Nixon's staff , 
by the name of Flanigan who, by the way , 
later became a Secretary, tried to frighten 
the senators, insisting that blocking co­
operation with the Sov iet Union will pro­
duce great losses to American economy and 
wil l undoubtedly create ... a wave of antise­
mitism in the USA. He was laughed at, and 
the who le question was taken over personally 
by Kissinger. He didn't threaten, but 
persuaded. 

Kissinger began to breakfast with the 
senators of Jewish origin (it is said that 
some breakfasts were kosher) and talked 
with them like children: Let me talk quiet­
ly with the Russians, I'll immigrate more 
Jews from Russia by secret diplomacy than 
you using your noisy commotions. Russia 
won't do anything under public pressure; 
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She is a very great power and no t some 
Balkan or banana principality. 

At the same time big business began 
to shout, especially those of its members 
who fell in love with interests of Russia 
to the extent of participation in "Krimtech­
n ics" - the exhibition of police equipment 
in Moscow after which the exhibited "gad­
gets" were sold to the KGB for the glory 
of democracy and for the development of 
"Trade-which-builds-up-the-road-toward­
peace." 

Messrs Kendall, the president of Pepsi 
Co la who, in his role of a fighter against 
alcoho l ism, produces in Novorosyisk 120,000 
bottles of this elicsir daily and waits for 
more orders, and Hammer who had already 
signed the contracts with Russia for about 
20 billion dollars, builds hotels and trade 
centers in the capital of the USSR, and who 
made his first million there in Russia on 
the domestic war and hunger in the days of 
Lenin (he was my great friend - Mr. Hammer 
says nowadays), threatened the senators that 
if they block the TPade BiZZ and consequent­
ly stop credits necessary for their opera­
tions, the USA will lose the Soviet market 
to their competitors (where are they!?), 
and American industry simply will go broke . 
The coalition of Kissinger - Hammer, meaning 
diplomacy and big business has been joined by 
so-called "friends". Jackson - they were 
telling him - try to collect yourself, just 
take a look at the people who support you: 
Liberals who are disgusted with the KGB, con­
servatists who don't like Socialism, Jews 
who hate antisemitists. Can you trust them 
all? Finally the choir has been joined by 
the White House itself firmly holding to 
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the conviction that the p r essure on the 
Kremlin may bring just opposite results 
and Jackson's amendment instead of open­
ing the door for irr.migration may c l ose it 
forever. 

Senate is not Soviet 

But it became clear once more that the 
White House d oesn 't know human nature. The 
Kremlin 's reaction was completely opposite t o 
the one forecasted by specialists. Let's 
look at the timing of operation. On the 
sixteenth of March 1973 after weeks of bar­
gaining and the storm over the brain taxa­
tion of Russian Jews , Jackson introduces 
his proposal in the Senate: "There will be 
no clause of the most favored nation if 
there isn't an abolition of brain taxation 
in Russia" . On March 17 , 1973 Mro Victor 
Louis, beloved KGB's journalist, a man for 
special missions and black market, p ubli­
shed simoultaneously in 2 papers in London 
and in .•• Tel-Aviv on the same day an 
article in which he expresses great surprise 
a t what the whole noise is about . After 
al l - says Victor - this is a temporary arran­
gement, the brain tax is just something 
incomplete and easy to pass by, w azom dieZo, 
s za! (What 's the matter, let's be quiet! 

- Ed. translation). The bomb expl oded 
on March 22nd. On this day the Jews 
to whom this very high tax previously 
applied, leave Russia wi t hout paying a 
penny. In addition, a special unit of 
American TV is invited to AVIR - passport I , 
office in the KGB - where it assists in 
handing the travel docume nts of the_ comp­
letely bewildered Jews who fear that - as 
has happened many times before - after . 
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cutting off the cameras .and TV beams , they 
will be packed for travel straight to Si ­
beria. But, instead, they indeed traveled 
to ·Israel where they could watch the TV with 
themselves as the main performers. 

On April 18th, Nixon fo r the firs t time 
invites Senator Jackson for breakfast and 
communicates to him that Mr. Brezhnev , who 
is just packing his luggage for travel to 
the USA, promised , already twice in writing, 
that the tax actually has been stopped ••• 
Dear Colleague - says Nixon - under these 
circumstances, you understand yourself 
that your a mendment doesn't make any sense, 
p lease withdraw it and let's shake hands •• • 

Jackson finished his coffee but didn' t 
shake hands and didn't withdraw the amend­
ment . Only changed it a b it. Just a moment 
- said Jackson - where are the guarantees? 
I don't trust Russians; this i s now not a 
matter of t a xat i on, but of immigration and 
p ersecution and not only of Jews but of the 
Soviet people in general too . 

And everything started apiat', from 
the beginning o The White House and the 
Kremlin consulted each other about what to do 
to tame Senator Jackson. Brezhnev expressed 
his astonislm1ent: What kind of power is it 
that cannot handl e a few senators - Jews 
in addition. We have - h e was saying - 2 , 000 
par l iamentaris t s and who hears them speaking? 
Wha t kind of power is it in which the rep­
resentatives of the people play politics? 
Meantime the Wa t ergate affair bursted out and 
contrary to Brezhnev ' s wishes not the senator 
but Ni xon was fo r ced to resign. And a t last the 
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Kremlin grasped t he idea that a small 
Congress of the USA i s not to be c ompared 
with the highest Sovi et, and t hat one mus t 
give up something, otherwise the clause 
will land in a trash can. 

Agr eement without the main signature 

One and half years went by since the 
issue of brain taxation; time that was 
filled out with many delicate negotia­
tions, but the core of the problem remain­
ed unchanged. Neither side, on the sur­
face, was yielding, and the tune was be­
coming more and more edgy. And finally came 
the announcements and speeches which were 
di s clo sed at the beginning of this wr iting. 

On Oct. 18, 1974, several days after 
t h e double exchange of warnings from both 
sides of the ocean, Jackson called a press 
conference and announced that after his 
first breakfast with President For d, he 
could disclose the "historic development 
on the question of human right s ". 
Namely, that owing to a discrete agree­
ment between the White House and the Krem­
lin, the USSR is going to l iberalize its 
immigration politics and that in exchange 
the Congres s will withdraw its veto against 
the clause. In other words, several tens 
of thousands of Jews a nd non-Jews from 
Russia every year, for several tens of 
bil l ions of dollars in credits and Amer­
ican technology. 

The agreement is without precedence. 
The main partner - the USSR - formally 
doesn't participate in i t . The agreement 
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on the question of immigration from the 
Soviet Union and credits takes the 
strang e form of l e tters exchange d bet ween 
... Kissinge r and Jac kson, the Secretary 
o f State of the USA and a Senator o f the 
USA Congre ss, an i mmigra nt from Ge rmany 
a nd a n immigrant from Norway. In h is 
l e tter Ki ss ing er info rms the Congr essman 
t hat he h a s r e c e i ved a ppropria te assur­
anc es o f the USSR government with regar d to 
the ques t ion o f i mm i g r ation and human 
tre atment of t he c andidate s for immigra­
tion . In his a nswer t o t his l etter Jack­
son gives his interpretation of its con­
tents: He believes that 60,000 immigr ants 
yearly is an adequate number i n t his situ­
a t ion, and that l owering this figure 
would mean that the Russian side is vio ­
lat i ng the agreement. Jackson adds that 
he is hoping for a quick increase of 
immi grant departu res as a t t he present 
ther e are 1 30,000 Jewish applications on 
f i le , and that, after a ll , the agreement 
ref e r s to all candidates "independently of 
race , origin , re l igion o r social and pro­
fe ssional backgrou nd of t he candidates . " 
Jackson expresses hope that the Congress 
wi l l pass the Trade ; Bill without correc­
tions, but he adds - as if reluctantl y ­
that the clause had been app roved for an 
18 months trial period and if t he White 
House wanted to prolongate it, the appro ­
val by the Congress wil l be needed, depen­
dent - as you can gue s s - on t he Kreml in ' s 
behavior ... 

Now the document itsel f. The readers 
o f Ku l tura know very well - mostly from 
t heir own experience - how "human rights" 
are being interpreted in the East, there­
fore they wil l be able to, properly, 
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estimate the meaning of the "six command­
ments" of the USSR guarantees that were 
pointed out in Kissinger's letter: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

Persecution of persons who want to 
immigrate must stop, otherwise it will 
be treated as a violation of the law. 
All artificial, bureaucratic obstacles 
·'.1 ich are contradictory to law that 

are applied to candidates for immigra-
tion, must stop . . 
The applications for passports will be 
reviewed on the basis of "first come, 
first serv ed," including all those that 
a r e already in the files, regardless 
of geographic, racial and religious 
descendency of a candidate. 
Special tragic cases will be taken 
care of with special sympathy and 
understanding. 
There wil l be no brain taxation . 
The American side has the right to 
point out to the Soviet authori t _ies all 
cases of violation of t he agreement; 
these cases will be investigated accur­
ately and the American side will re­
ceive proper explanations . 

This is not all. The agreement pled­
ges that the candidates for immigration 
won't be "released" from their jobs, nei­
ther will they have any problem obtaining 
a character reference needed with an app­
lication for the passport, that a special 
procedure will be applied to clear up the 
situation of the "prisoners of Zion" -
persons now imprisoned because of their 
desire for leaving the country, tha t the 
candidates won 't be, at any time after 
their application -" incidentally " -
called to military duty to complete 
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the honorable obligation of serving their 
former Motherland, that under-aged persons 
won 't need their parents' permission, and 
finally that in relation to persons "sus­
pected" of contact with State secrets there 
wi ll be 3 years quarantine period applied. 

Cocktails without Molotov 

Please don 't laugh. I know that all 
this is not a song of tomorrow yet, that 
had the USSR and al l Socialist camps 
respected all of what Brezhnev promised 
to Kissinger, there, in general, wouldn't 
be any immigration needed, there wouldn't 
be any Socialistic camp, but just simply 
a Socialism without camps. But, despite 
this, being fully aware of the abyss 
that exists between promises and reali­
ties (after all Brezhnev is not a suicidal 
maniac), I firmly declare that Jackson 
didn't overstate the "historic importance" 
of the agreement when talking about it. 
Because , no matter how Russia is going , 
in reality, to fulfill her obligat ions 
(we must remember that a lready Lenin 
taught that every agreement - and what 
there is to say about an agreement that 
hasn ' t been signed - is valid for as l ong 
as it serves the revolution), the Kremlin's 
agreemen t to subordinate even. formally 
its internal politics to the demands o f 
some foreign par l iament, and k nowleoge 
that the pressu re of Western public opin­
ion, to a certain degree affects its 
politics and customs of the KGB, cannot 
be lost without a trace in the history 
of XX century. 
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I don't know wh e ther the emotionalism 
of a certain publicist fro~ Times of London 
i s j usti fied when he say s that American 
chi l dren in the future will l e arn about the 
letters o f Kissinger and Jackson j u st a s t h ey 
now stu dy t he De claratio n of I nd e pendenc e , or 
the Constitu t ion, but a lso t h e skept ici.s_m o f 
others wh o say that the agreement anno unced 
on Oct. 1 8 , 1 974 is jus t a scrap o f p a per, 
seems to me t o b e exagge rated. 

When at t he end of Oct., 74 Kissinger 
arr i ved in Moscow, Bre zhne v had been ver y 
angr y with him. No, no t because Kissinger 
fa ls i fied the ag r eement , no r that h e h ad 
supposedl y p r omised some unheard o f 
t hings , but b e c ause ther e had been so much 
noise a round the agreement in Washington, 
and b e caus e Brezhnev engaged al l his per­
sonal p restige - fo r " nothing ". But des­
p ite his indig natio n, Brezhn ev fre ed the 
Lithuanian sailo r Kud i rko who went to the 
USA straight f r om c o ncentratio n camp to 
wh e re he had b e en s e nt for trying to e scape 
t o ... the USA. Yo u may r emembe r that when 
in Nov . 71, Kudirko jumped on the deck of 
Ame rican ship, he was returned by the offi­
c e rs of USA Nav y to the Soviets - just for 
the sake of coexiste nce in harmony. To main­
tain this harmony Washington sent 2 officers 
into comfortable retirement, and the Kremlin 
s e nt Kudirke for 10 years to the Gulag Archi ­
pelago. In the sunshine of deten t e Kudirko 
will be able now to thank the se officers fo r 
3 years in a camp of special rigor. 

At the same time the Jewess Sylvia 
Zalmason left the concentration damp. She 
is alre ady in Tel-Aviv, but she didn't 
l eave Russia without visiting her husband 

18 

who was in the so cal l ed 1st Leningrad p r o ­
cess at firs t sentenced to die · and later 
t o life prison for . . . intention( ! ) of steal ­
i ng an aircraft. 

When Victor Polski , a physicist , one 
of the most active fighters for t he right 
of immigration, arrested on the basis of 
f abricated accusation by the KGB of "hit 
and run" of a young girl, appeared in the 
court , some specialists were betting t hat 
he'd get a minimum of 3 years. What an 
occasion for KGB ! - t h ey were saying. 
Several hours later he was leaving the 
court .. . free , sent enced to pay onl y a 
1 00 rubles fine , af t er the trial in 
which for the first time in the his t ory 
of Soviet justice there assisted an Amer­
i can l awyer and an American reporter . . • 

Of course any normal Western democrat, 
in general , won ' t unders t a nd wh a t thi s i s 
a ll about, neverthel ess severa l days l ater 
Mr. Hammer s i gned new contracts . The Rus ­
s ians coul d , without anv tricks, bu y 3 
mil l ion ton s of g rain i; t he USA, t h e 
Sovi e t de l egat ion v is ited Boeing p l a nts 
(Sena ~or Jac kson ' s d i s t rict) wh e r e t hey 
negotiated purchasing (to begin wi th) 10 
Boeing 747 for 300 million on credit , in 
Moscow there began to oper a t e an American 
bowling alley with 20 tracks, and fore ­
woman Valentina Bobruk from the Pepsi Cola 
plan t could ecstatically say to an Amer­
ican reporter: "Our workers drink Pepsi 
regularly and thanks to it, at the end of 
~orking day, they feel as if they were 
~ust starting it ..• " If you don ' t believe 
it , read t he New Yo r k Times . 

Nothing stranger than that in this at ­
mo sphere, after the vis i t to Japan, where 
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security p r e cau t ions a s never ha d b een 
seen, were appl ied (25 ,0 00 policemen 
guarded the airport, 200 "gueril l as"- the 
person of the President) all the American 
team relaxed a nd thought about the week­
end in Vladivostok. Some corr espondent 
from Brussels remarked at this o c casion 
that t he USSR is the only country where 
the Pr esident of the USA is truly popu l ar , 
and where he really may feel safe. Then 
it is natural that he preferred t o drink 
cold vodka in . the company of Mo l otov who 
had just been rehabi l itated by the Great 
Sov iet Encyclopedia, instead o f running 
away from the cocktails that carry this 
famous name ••. 

Real and moral - politics 

P l ease r elax. The true value of the 
agreement wi ll come out in practice . 
Onl y practice will bring the answer to the 
question of to what degree this is a mat­
ter of trying to turn about, and to what 
degree this i s a ma t t er of a l ittle swin­
dle; whe t her Russia f i na l ly comprehe nded 
that it is impossible to bu ild up a modern , 
nuclear epochal state using peopl e tha t 
are treat ed a s s l ave s from the epoch o f the 
pyramids , or wh e ther Russia again t ries 
some of her "Small shop-ke e per ' s t ricks." 
Natural l y, Sakharov is right say ing t hat 
for him the agreement of Oct. 1 8th i s onl y a 
little step forwar d , and becaus e he knows 
better than we do t he meaning o f Sovi et 
laws in practice , he rightfully demand s 
legal guarantees , r igh t of appel l ation in 
t he case of refusal of the passport, right 
of returning to Russia for those who may 
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become disillusioned wi t h t he "Gar den o f 
Eden" of the \lest, or of Israel. The J ews 
in Moscow , to whom the p as t experi e nces · 
te l l to be caut ious , a nd who , wa i t ing fo r 
the turning point i n t he i mm i g r a tion 
question , pray , like Mar y ·Sle pak fo r the 
health of J ackson , are -a-lso rig ht. All 
this is true, b u t t her e is no q ue stio n 
that today nothing wi ll be a s i t used to 
be before t he Oct. 18th; that something 
cracked in t he front of the fight f o r 
human r i g hts in s o c i alistic sys tem. 

Whatever the p lans of the . Kremlin and 
it ' s intentions hidden behind Br e zh~ev's 
as surances needed f o r breaking thro ugh 
the oppos i tion of the Congress, t he co n ­
cordat · J ackson - Kissinger l e ads to one 
conclusion; Namely, that, without 
exaggeration, without demanding of Russia 
s ome impossible concessions, without 
leading the Kremlin into a situation of 
no way out, without- shortly spe aking -
pushing Brezlmev against the wall, 
J ackson proved that .the price demanded by 
Kissinger for relaxation, for American 
guaranteeing the Soviet status quo , for 
t he great plan o f the USA participation 
i n building up the modern Soviet Union, 
f or partnership of capital and American 
t hought in refurbishing the Communfst 
sys t em - that this price had been calcu­
lated too low; that mo r al poli t ics 
become more successful than real politi c s 
or, that in any case both may go hand in 
hand . .. 

Brukselczy k 
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BYGONES AND EXPECTATIONS 

Let me begin with a characteristic 
episode which took place in 1962 in the 
garden of J. Mccloy in the state of Conn­
ecticut. McCloy was at that time the 
advisor of President Kennedy. This was 
after the Cuban crisis; the Russians 
had already taken their atom missiles 
out of the island. But aetial photogra­
phy proved that the Russians had not 
withdrawn their str ategic "Illiushin 28" 
bombers. President Kennedy ordered 
HcCloy to take care of this matter by 
apptoaching the Soviet diplomat Vasily 
Kuznetsov. 

Mccloy invited Kuznetsov to his 
country estate in Connecticut. Immed­
iately upon arrival, the Russian dip­
lomat said that the conference may take 
place in the garden only, without any 
witnesses, and that it could not be 
recorded in any form. 

Kuznetsov heard out President 
Kennedy's demands given to him by Mccloy 
and announced: "Russia will move her 
bombers out of Cuba but there cannot be 
any agreement in writing in this matter. 
This is the last time . America will be 
able to force this kind of concession 
upon Russia. In t he future it will be 
impossible." 

I took the quoted description of the 
epi sode out of the book "The . Retreat of 
American Power" by H. Brandon. I had read 
this book a long time ago. But the epi­
sode came to my mind immediately when I 
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watched an hour long TV program . "The Red 
Fleet". I watched an impassable "forest"­
if I can use this . expression ~ . of American 
warships on Cuban.waters. It . was . some~ 
thing marvellous t o look at, . and it .must 
hav e convinced . everyone that . nothing . could 
oppose the sea power of the USA. 

The blockade . of Cuba also convinced 
Khrushchev that the doctrine . of . the 
Sov iet Admiralty is the right one. A con­
tinental power even in the . time of inter­
continental ballistic missiles - cannot 
conduct any global politics. Global poli­
tics may be conducted only by a . power . that 
has warships operat ing on all oceans and 
seas of the world. 

The numerica l status of the Soviet 
fl eet and its specific types of warships 
is well known, so there is no reason to 
repeat it here. But we must say that . the 
Soviet fleet is growing fa ster than the 
American, and Moscow's target in this area, 
as well as in total a rmaments, inc luding 
nuclear, is on the . way toward not only . 
t he balance but t he super iority of power. 

The fleet . is . a basic instrument . of 
imperialistic . politics. One cannot . help 
another with .nuclear . weapons only, . let's 
say , in the .Middl e . East, in Latin America 
or Africa •. But . a . fleet that . sails the . 
oceans may support . every Communist inspired 
disturbance in . far distant countries, sup­
plying arms, ammunition, and .what'.s .more 
important, t o block any effort of inter­
vention by the USA. 

The Americans might have . found . a 
solution to the .oil crisis in very . short 
time , had they sent - to the proper 
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location - 2 or 3 squadrons .of warships 
instead of sending Dr . Kissinger. sev eral 
yea r s ago this proposition could have 
been realistic, . involv ing no .risk. But 

.today, the American ships face . the Russ­
ians. By undertaking a .gun boat diplo­
macy , Washington would lead . to confron­
tation with the Soviet fleet • . . For this 
reason, Dr. Kissinger, who .is not so effec­
tive as a fleet, but safer, is being sent. 

The Western press often compares 
Dr. Kissinger with Metternich, which i s 
pure nonsense. Metternich .was a states­
man of a small defeated country, while 
Ki ssinger is a helmsman .for . the .most power­
ful nation o f the world. 

The d i fferences between Metterni ch 
and Kissinger a r e deeper. In . the .days of 
Metter nich a nd d uring . the whole .nineteenth 
century, al l the powers pla yed imper ial­
i stic politics. Owing to this, all 
politicians could talk the .same political 
language. Imper ialism enjoyed .popularity 
among the higher .social classes, and few 
revolutionaries were considered as .out­
casts and criminals. The term " I mperium" 
was spoken with pride and imperialistic 
politics was the only politics worth of 
~ great nation. In other words , . Imperial­
ism was not only aaae ptable but also 
Y'e'Bp eatab le . 

Today , Imperialism in .Western Europe 
and _i~ America as well, lost its .respea ­
tab~l ~ty and support of all • . Economic 
sanctions are being declared against 
Rhodesia though Rhodesians don It do any­
thing different or worse than . the Briti ­
shers were doing in their colonies in the 
nineteenth century . The mistake of 
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Rhodesia lies i n the fact that she doesn't 
recognize calendar and wa nts to preserv e 
the nineteenth century soc i al s tructure 
at the end of the twentieth century. The 
system which Rhodesia wants to preserve 
i sn't respected in the Western world. 

Imperialism has fallen down for the 
s ame reasons slavery has fallen down in 
America . Imperialism wasn ' t destroyed by 
t he v ictor ious Spartacuses but by the West­
e rn European communiti es which found that 
·mper i alism and ~ts methods are in great 

di s a greement with the philosophy of s oc i al 
J u s t ice. Symbo ic of this ma y be the ac­
cla imed mass v ictory of the Labor Pai ty in 
England after the 2nd Wo r ld Wa.l , a nd che 
deLeat o f Churchill who "di d n ' t ike to 
pre side over the liquidation o t the British 
Empire . " 

It i sn't my intention to nalyze a l l 
the causes o f l.mperialism's fall. I want 
o n l y to stress t he f a ct that in Europe of 
the nineteenth century the maJor i ty of 
na t ions had been governed by monarchs who 
practiced i mperialis t ic politics, as Im_per­
i al i sm had been synonymous with patr iotism 
(Br i tania ruZe " he wave s , Deut s ahZand, 
DeutsahZand uber a ZZes) . As in a poker 
game there wer e some winners and there were 
some losers, but essential was that bot h 
winners and losers believed in the imperia­
listic poker game that was worthy of a 
gentleman . 

All this has changed radically. The 
Western European and the American socie­
ties condemn Imperialism and don 't consi­
der it as a natural, dynamic force o f 
patriot ic and political appeal. 
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The anti - imperialistic trend which we 
o bserve in Western world, is, no doubt an 
evolution i n the right direction, neve;the­
less the abandonment of Imperialism created 
a vacuum . The Conservatists . in . the Con­
tinent and in England lost their only ideo­
logy . If not Imperialism and c herishing 
the glorious traditions of the past, t hen 
what? 

* * * 
The democratic system is difficult to 

keep alive even in the .periods .of blooming 
economy. For example, .England is a State 
of medium size, nonetheless she .has 104 
ministers . Each minister is a . head of a 
r e giment-size number of officials . Even 
it we wer~ living through .an e r a of p~o e­
pe ~i "y , the gigantic .State and Trade 
Union bureaucracies would c reate really 
seriou s pLoblems f o r the detenders o f 
democr atic rreedoms. 

Those power.tu! "machines" gover n and 
make decisions that affect o u r daily lives 
in spite ot the tact that they are not 
elected by vot.e s . Professional state 
officials a r e nominated a nd the tunc t i on­
aries o f Trade Unions are chosen by their 
membership. 

A se ious economic crisis, especially 
the galloping inflation, is a menace for 
Democracy. Unemployment, s trikes, . revo ­
lutions, break ·che confidence of l arge 
masses in o ver coming the .crisis and preser­
v i ng the democratic processes . This kind 
~f situation creates an . invitation tor 
men of providence" . f,om . anti-,.democratic 

r ight , or a nti-democratic left. It 's v ery 
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easy to go away from the Oemocracy ,but it's 
extremely difficult to return to it . 

The Communist State version of police 
dictatorship may secure Zaw and order in 
the society much easier and more .effective 
than the Democratic system. But the well 
functioning mail delivery or a modern waste 
disposal plant in some city - though very 
important - are not the indicators of the 
quality of life. One cannot feel satisfied 
having an ideal rail-way system and .excell­
ent mail delive ry if one , after . returning 
home from work, has to read Try buna .Ludu 
or Po Zi t y ka only (the names of daily papers 
as examples of the only news available .to 
citizens in Poland - Ed. post script} . The 
quality of life depends on the existence of 
possibilities to fight for social freedom 
the right for representation based on fre~ 
e l ection , right of discussion and free 
press , and the right to fight against oppre­
ssion and exploitation in all their forms 
and appearances. 

The prison that is perfectly organized 
and assuring adequate or sometimes the lux­
uriou s existence .of the inmates doesn ' t 
stop being a prison . It gives, .no doubt , 
the citizens a fee l ing of safety and Zaw and 
or der but for what price? We all . know it , 
but I write about it bec aus e the majority of 
peopl e does n't real ize the fac t t h a t ~he 
"cost of Democrac y" is alwa ys ver y high . We 
should accept as a soc iol ogical axiom the 
fact that there i s no d emocratic system 
which wou ld f.unc tion so effe c tivel y as a 
total ita rian one . 

To ill ustrate the problem more .l et '.s a dd 
that even if .America were flooded .. with .oil, 
the p r oblem o f social justi ce wouldn't 
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7vaporate; th7 Trade Unions wouldn't change 
into a Salvation Army -and Congress into a 
club of mutual admiration . . Even if the 
monetary system were based on a mountain of 
gold, the workers would demand, as . they al­
ways _do, better wages, vacations, pensions 
and insurances, and .adopting the same tactics 
as the Trade Unions, .doctors, .dentists , 
white collar workers, etc., would take the 
same course. (Example - the . strike of doc­
tors in San Francisco lately - Ed. post­
script). And, of course, .we would have the 
s ame fiery disputes in the press and on TV 
and a loud cry for the return of Zaw and 
order , During the last .months of 1974 the 
Western Eur opean Democracies were in a 
s tage of sharp economic and . social c r isis. 
The economic crisis may in . time ease down, 
but the social crisis will be mor e diffi­
cult to solve. I think chat the so-called 
intell i gentsia, after .discov ering the effec­
tiveness of Trade Un i ons methods, will , in 
the f uture no t shrink from using strikes 
a s weapons. 

The depar ted year o f 1974 has crushed 
down s eve r al myths which were fundamental 
in conservativ e thinking. As Prof. Dahren­
dorf right ly obs erved i n one of his lec­
tures on BBC - in the past we we r e gove r ned 
by the doctrine of eco nomic .growth and 
permanent enri chment. Economic growth means 
a n unbr oken g rowth of .the standard of living. 
The p r ocess of our liv es being gov erned by 
the doctrine dies much slower than its 
causes. The oil crisis has opened our eyes 
to the fact that plundering Capitalism, in­
different o f the consequence~ .of permanently 
increasing the economic .growth cannot last 
fore ver, because soon there will be 
nothing left on the Earth stripped 
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of raw materials. 

Capitalism with its philosophy of perma­
nent economic growth - expressed by unb~oken 
and uninterrupted enrichment of gen:ration 
after generation - would ~e up~eld if we 
could discover several uninhabited planets 
that are rich in oil and other res~urces. 
until this happens, we cannot be ~icher than 
the Earth whose resources are limited ~nd 
diminish with each passing year. Robbing 
the Earth - we rob ourselves, because 
neither our technology, nor economy can 
produce something of nothing . 

Another myth that "forces of the free 
market " (Capitalistic equivalent of the 
"spirit of history" in Marxism) are unable 
to adjust is a bygone too. Both, the "forces 
of the free market" and "spirit of history" 
have been buried in the cemetary of the 
twentieth century myths. Yet, the myth~ 
though dead have not died i~ vain, provid­
ing that nobody tries to bring them back to 
life, and that the autopsy of their mortal 
remains is made objectively and thoroughly. 

* * * 
we don't live in a world of techno­

logy but in a world of Science fiction. 
In every Western country there are tens 0£ 
millions of people who own TV sets: How 
many of them understand the mechani~s.of TV? 
An ever increasing amount of electricity 
needed for our homes and industry is pro­
duced by atomic reactors. How many of us 
know how the atomic reactor works? 

All the electrical "gadgets" that sur­
round us - the colored TV, stereos, magnet­
ophones, transistors, etc . - are expensive 
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and innocent means whose purpose is to 
make our lives nicer. The real . possessors 
of the mysterious menacing Science fiction 
are the armies and navies. I use the term 
of Science fiction deliberately because to 
hundreds of millions of people .on this plan­
et the many headed ICBM's aren't only be­
yond their understanding, but even diffi­
cult to imagine .•. unless we .accept the 
categories of Science fiction and consider 
that the boundary between .reality and fan­
tasia is an illusion. 

This potential of absolute destruction 
is in the hands of the super-pwers only . 

A humanist, meaning a .writer, historian, 
literary critic, cannot simultaneously be 
an electrical engineer . On . the other hand 
if he wants to be a real humanist .he cannot 
r emain a civilized illiterate, cannot be a 
foreigner on his own .planet, . to whom all 
that's happening around is just black magic. 
But this problem is for the . sociologists 
or psycho-sociologists. We are interested 
in the political aspect of the problem. 

Is there a defense against the super­
powers in whose hands are the potentials 
of destruction that are taken literally 
from Sc i ence f i ction? I . read . that Ameri­
cans and Russians jointly possess 20 times 
more atomic weapons than would be needed 
to liquidate life on .our planet. As these 
potentials are more or less equally shared, 
we may assume that the . Russians have large 
enough potential for destroying 8 or 10 
planets the size of the Earth. 

If we accept the fact that the Soviets 
have an absolute nuclear potential-
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meaning that the y are able t o d e stroy . the 
life on earth - t h e n we mus t as well .a ccept 
the f a ct that i t is absolutely indifferen t 
whether the smal ler nat i ons suc h a s, fo r 
example , Franc e or England have 8 or 12 atom 
powered submar i nes. 

If on the moon there were air, water, 
plant life and g ravitation equal to t he 
earth's , Americans and Russians coul d go 
there and govern the Earth in an absol utely 
dictat o r ial manne r . But , as long .as . they 
live on Earth, thei r theoretical potent i als 
are illusory , as o n e c annot s trive to bu r n 
the home one l ives i n. 

I n our Saienae fiation t h e s upermen 
alwa y s o perate f r om base s locate d somewhere 
i n outer cosmi c space , and - b eca use t heir 
lives are no t connected with ours - t h e y can 
deploy a b solute p ower over t he .planet Earth. 
And here is the mi s sing segmen t of our earth­
ly S a ienae fiation : The Amer icans and Rus­
sians desp ite their absolute potentials are 
not super-men but just men as any other men, 
sharing the d e stiny of our planet. The Earth 
i s theirs a s well as any other peoples ' 
cradle and grave . 

On the background of all this we .observe 
di ffErent reactions. For example, the 
nations of medium size such as England or 
Ge rmany, try to limit their defense budgets 
bel ieving that this time the war will be 
wo n by Americans and not by Europe .with the 
help of America. Another characteristic 
reaction is that the potentials of both 
super-powers do not affect in the least the 
p roblems of nationalities and minorities all 
ov er the world . The fact that the outbreak 
of military conflict would lead to con_fron­
tation or even to war between America: and 
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~ussia i ~ a headache for Dr. Kissinger, but 
i t doesn t bother the PLO (Palestine Libera­
t ion Organization). The same goes for Is­
rae l . Attacked, the Israelis will never re­
s i gn from the military defense of their natio n 
even if they were fully aware that their be­
havior may result in the Russo-American war. 

The situation of Israel is much worse 
than that, for example , of .Poland because in 
t he case of Russo - American war Israel will 
be attacked and sustain mass losses. The 
reason lies in the fact that Poland's inde­
pendence is not even considered as a far 
distant goal of the USA poli tics, while the 
support of Israel is,. and must remain as 
one of the priorities of American politics. 

Should, in one to five years - the 
numerous Arab armies , well equipped by the 
Russians, begin "pushing Israel into the 
sea" it would mean the capture by the So­
viets of the richest oil deposits in the 
world . After the end of Israel the "oil 
weapon" would, in a short time, be at the 
disposal of Russia because the Americans 
would not hold any beach or sea port in the 
Middle East. Despite my reluctance in over­
es timating the Amer icans~ especially their 
pol i ticians - I don 't .believe that Washing­
ton would remain inactive, .watching the 
destruction of Israel. 

Russia doesn't intend to have a head-on 
collision with America in the Middle East 
or anywhere else. But the belief shared by 
B:ezhnev and Kissinger that the s uper-powers 
will be always able to force their will 
upon the "client nations", is nonsensical. 
To Moscow and Washington the Near East 
repre s ents a chess-board upon which is played 
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a coldly calculated political game. But to 
Israel and the Arabs this is not a .game but 
an imponderable conflict in which the strong­
est emotions and feelings are engaged; 
those people won 't sacrifice anything on 
the albar of Russo- American detente. 

The Soviets would like t o get hold of 
the Middle East and for this reason they 
arm the Arabs. The bett er the Arabs are 
armed the greater is the possibility of con­
flict with Israel. Once it erru pts, the Rus­
sians won't even try to stop the Arabs be­
cause any attempt of restraining them would 
mean l os ing their fr iendship. One · may force 
some "good advise" upon the d efeated army , 
but advising to stop advance of the victor­
ious one is a very different proposition . 

Reviewing the situation in the Middle 
East, let's imagine for a while what could 
have happened if the October war were won 
by the Arabs ? It ' s clear that the Arabian 
oil pump could have been taken over by the 
Sov iets. The consequences of Israel defeat 
in the future, whether it happens in a 
month or in 2 years from now, would become 
analogical. 

The Near East is only one example of the 
phenomenon which we observe on other conti­
nents. The possession of atomic weaponry 
affected only the attitudes of the super­
powers. It didn't change the human nature 
nor the des i res of nations and societies. 
None of the nations which are suppressed or 
threatened, is ready to resign from its own 
basic goals because of the threat of atom 
war. On the contrary, the resistance 
against atomic hegemony grows and the small 
nations for their nationalistic goals 
take advantage of the super-powers' fear 
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of self-inflicted destruction. If there 
wouldn 't be any atom weapons in existence, 
we wouldn't have any petro-dollar invasio n 
because the oil prob lem could have long 
been solved by military operation. In the 
pre-atom days it couldn 4 t be even thought 
of that several Arab sheiks by raising the 
price of oil 5 time s would bring the West­
ern economy t o the thresho ld of bankruptcy. 
Not America, nor the Soviets - but the 
Arabs g et the maximal profits from the 
atomic era . 

I would like to conclude this article 
by making certain points out of the above 
de liberations: 

The old style Imper ialism is totally 
disgraced and no longer can be accepted 
even by the Conservatists. 

The Soviet Imperialism helps every 
f reedom movement (beyond the Soviet Empire) 
and owing to this, in the eyes of a great 
ma jority of people in the so-called 3rd 
World, the Imperialists are Americans, not 
Russians. Yet, from the time of her crea­
t ion the USA has been a symbol of freedom 
and Russia for ages symbolizes suppression 
and slavery. Wouldn ' t it be more appropri ­
ate if America were leading the freedom 
movements instead of Russia? 

The Communis ts play an important role 
in all the freedom movements in both hemis­
pheres, because, though not numerous, they 
are v ery well organized. In the opinion of 
Washington, Communism by its definition is 
anti-American. This a simplification 
equally false as a statement that every 
version of Communism is pro-Soviet. In 
consequence of · this naive arithmetic, the 
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Americans support the "blackest reaction­
aries" - not because they sympethi~EI with 
them,but because in the American policy 
makers' understanding, these reactionar­
ies must be anti-Communistic. This kind of 
politics gives fatal results and .plays into 
the hands of the Soviet Union. In the 3rd 
World there would be plenty of room for 
many parites of the Yugoslavian style if 
the Americans could fully realize that 
many leftist movements striving for nation­
alistic freedom, quite often have no confi­
dence at all in the Soviet versio n of 
Communism and in the Soviet Union. 

In Moscow's understanding the d;tente 
is based on atomic terror. This kind of 
detente - as it was stressed many times by 
Moscow - doesn't weaken but fortifies the 
ideological war. Americans are suppose to 
be the partners in d etente - why then don't 
they use the same rules of the game the 
Russians do? 

Americans don't use these rules because 
their "Cosmology" is completely different 
than Moscow's. "Cosmology" in this context 
means to me a general picture of the world's 
political situation. Americans - or strict­
ly speaking Dr. Kissinger -by peace, or de­
tente , understands the freezing of the s tatus 
quo . On the contrary, the Russians under­
stand detente as a permanent widening of . 
thei r i nfluence resulting from the sta tus 
quo . The Soviets represent a permanent off­
ensive while Americans are in permanent re­
treat. The weakness of Israel lies in the 
fact that, though the Israelites are very 
brave, it belongs to the defensive camp in 
whose frame the "Munich" solution is more 
probable than a decisive victory. 
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The i deal solutio n for . the Sov iets 
would be Palestine wi t h a neutral .Jerusalem 
zone i n the middle. The streets of .Jeru sa­
lem would be patrolled by . Russian . a nd Amer­
ican units as t hey patrolled Vi enna after the 
war. Those units would . symbolize, in the 
eyes of the wo r l d , the sat us . o f equality 
betwee n t he Soviet Union and the USA - status 
which i s the mo s t mi raculou s b alsam for 
curing t h e a ges o ld Russ ian inferio ri t y c om­
plex . The Ru s s i ans not . onl y want to b e vic­
torious - that's not enoug h - they want t o b e 
equa l with that legendary America which has 
a1Wa.¥S been admired by Eastern Europe as the 
eighth and final wonder of the -world . 

The Americans allowed themselv es to 
lose the monopoly of freedom which they held 
from the birth of the USA. We observe one of 
the greatest paradoxes of history. There is 
s t i ll~f.unctioning on_ .. a very small budget "Ra­
io Libgrty" but the majority of all freedom 
movements in both hemispheres is oriented on 
Mo scow and· Peking , not on .Washington. Re­
gretably, everywhere we watch not the anti-So ­
viet but anti-American demonstrations. The 
l iberalizing activities, . similar to dissi­
dents' activities in Russia . and her satellites, 
threaten the politics of " relaxation" which, 
i n the opinion of· N~n and Kissinger, was 
be lieved to be a base for peace of future 
generations. 

Both Kissinger and . Brezhnev overesti ­
mate the · stabilizing effect .of atomic weap­
onry . It would seem to . appear that the 
logic is on their side. The . powerful have 
neve r been so powerful as they . are now. For 
example, the disproportion of .power between 
Russia and Poland has . never been greater than 
now . Russians could . " t ransplant" 10 million 
Poles to Siberia and what would be left - the 
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Polish Peoples .Republic of 20 .million inha­
bitants - incorporate into the -Soviet .Union. 
Lor d Avon (Anthony Eden) quotes in .his mem­
oirs Stalin's posi tion on the quest,;ion .of 
Poland: . "Why do we always talk .about the 
Poles? They have always been .to us a source 
o f nev er-ending troubles." Why then is it 
not possible to "pacify " them today - when 
Russ i a i s inv incible? It appears . that Poland 
i s "defende d" not so much by the public opin­
ion of the West, as, in the first ·. p l ace, by 
the fact that her incorporation into .the So­
v iet Union would turn away from Moscow .all 
the Communist Parties of the 3rd .World .and 
all the radical freedom mo v ements in both 
hemispheres. The i nvasion .of Czechoslovakia 
had already created many seriou s gaps in 
wo r ld Communism . The "final''. soluti on of 
the Pol i sh problem c o uld be much worse. 

But the e xample of Poland is .only a 
fragment of . a l arger question. The phenome­
no n that i s worthy of uni versal psychologi­
cal a nd s ociological s tudy is the f act that 
people i g nore their own death. If the peopl e 
we r e ful ly conscious of death - there would 
no t be any c i vi lizatio n- because if at any 
moment each of us .may d i e, there is nothing 
t hat would _be worthy o f our activity .and 
caring . Hi story pro ves that people .passion­
ate l y bu i l d , f ight, create - ignoring . the 
death. In fact, the s ame f o r c e makes people 
ignor e atomic destr uction and makes them un­
willing t o re s i gn f rom the real des i res a nd 
cultivation s - for the only r eason that t he 
So v i ets and America held the .nuclear poten­
tial of des t r uction. 

Whe n the first atom bomb was .dropped 
on Hiro shima . I was sure that . the nuclear 
weapons wi ll g reatly affect the psychology 
of men and na tions . It d i dn't happ en. 

18 

Al l over the world we observe the wars 
t ha t are ant i - colonial and liberating, revo­
lutions a nd bloody revol t s. Peoole fight 
fo r their nat i onal goals and don~t give a 
damn whether the super-powers have all the 
po t e ntials and possibilitie s o f world wide 
nuclear war . 

Le t's come back to our example of 
Poland again. If the Russians decided to 
evacuate several million Poles to the Soviet 
Fa r East - Poles woul d fight . r eg ardless of 
the consequences. The same .goes for Israel. 
If a ttacked it will figh t to the last man, 
ignor i ng all nuclear potential s of the whole 
worid. 

Today the nations a r e incomparably 
more c onsci ous of their .rights for indepen­
dence a nd fre edom than they were in nine­
teenth c e ntury. The nuclear weaponry and 
the vi sion of destruction .don't diminish the 
dynami cs ·and vitality of their endeavours. 
We may ·wonder at it all - but it is true. 

We'll be hav ing not less but more "hot 
s po t s" o n the glob e , in Eastern Europe, Near 
East , Latin Ame r i ca , South Africa , Vietnam, 
e tc . Neither in Europe nor in any place 
else (beyond Europe) will the t endencies 
t oward independence and freedom be s trangled 
by a ny atomic "policeman." Not the nuclear 
threa t but a des~ re for freedom is today, 
as a lways has been in the past, the main ex­
plosive material on this planet. As l ong as 
these potentia l desires are not justifiably 
sat i sfied - al l talks about the peace for 
fu ture generations (American and Soviet) is 
nothing more than wishful thinking. It's 
a boundless naivete. 
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We were talking about Soi snos f ic t ion. 
If , s ome day , the .atomic cataclism happens, 
a h istori a n from .another planet will b e 
able to sum u p o ur h i sto r y in 2 sente n c es: 
The peac e i s o f u nivers a l and pricele s s 
value, o nly t h en .when it doesn't mean p e ace 
and freedom to some and a slaver y and .d epri­
vation to others. The powerful and .t h e r ich 
on the p l anet Earth du r i ng a peri o d .of .two 
thousand years were .not abl e to under s tand 
this tru t h . 

J ul iusz Mieros zewski 

IN THE SOVIET PRESS 
(excerpts) 

The war 1.sn' t ending . .war c ruel, .mer­
ciless and bloody. The ideological .war .which 
i s c o nducted by t h e Soviet authorities 
against all who think differently than they 
and against everything that threatens the 
glorious "moral - political u n ity of the 
Soviet people. " 

Not long ago, world opinion was . 
happy because the .non- conformist painters 
were allowed to have their painting .exhi­
bition which actually took place in Moscow . 
But soon after that, the ins ubordinate ar­
tists began to be called "to where they 
should be called . " And 2 of them- Vladimir 
Ptnicki and Alexander Paustowski .were locked 
in a mental asylum - popularly called 
"durdom" madhouse - Ed . translation ). . The 
durdoms are the most important instruments 
in the ideological fight . But somet imes 
they appear to be insufficiently effec tive , 
and then, the o ld proven methods are applied , 

In the concentrat ion camp at Wydrino, 
died at the age 60 years , the mos t prominent 
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soviet orientalist , buddh i s t, Bidiya Dan­
daron. - With a sho rt break -le ss than 1 
year - he spent 19 years i n the Soviet c on­
centratio n camp s and was r e l e ased in 1956 
becau s e in h is c ase "there wer e no indica­
ti'?ns of c :r:: imina l a cts." Af t e r .. his . release, 
while wor k ing at t he Institut of Social 
Scienc e s a t _Buriat , Dand a r on has been b usy 
on tra n s l atio ns a nd writing comments o n mid­
centur ies t exts of Buddh a . At the samP 
time he wr ote books popula ri zed b y Sal!l'~ zdat 
(Underground book s e lf~service - Ed. post 
script) , e specia lly "The . Buddhistic Re fl e c­
tions ," in which he tried t o t e ach the 
basic s of buddhistic tho u ght u s i ng the t e r­
mino l ogy o f the Weste r n .phi l osophy , . trying 
also t o interp r e t t h e Weste r n philosophy in 
terms o f Buddhism. He b e lieve d that the 
idea of .Buddhi sm and its t e chnics o f medi­
tation are n e eded in contempo rary societies. 
The fyune of Bi diya Dandaron . h a d spread all 
ove:r:: the USSR_ and Ulan-Ude - the capital of 
Buriat Mongolia wh e re he lived . - had turned 
into a place of p ilgrimage . to .many of his 
f'?l~owers from Mo s cow, .Leningrad . and other 
cities o f the Soviet Union; . he . had also a 
very a7t ive loca l g roup of .his .pupils. In 
1972 , in the frame of ideological war, Dan­
daron was arrested and put . into Wydrino 
camp . Despite weakness - he had broken 
legs and a hand - h e was sent to heavy "gen­
eral labor" duties. When he complained he 
was l o cked in .a prison cell. 

The death of Dandaron was . a .painful 
e~perience to his friends. On . the death cer­
tificat~ is stated that . he .die~ of asthma 
and br~in tumour. His .mortal . remains haven't 
been given for decent burial to his family. 

U, While all this was .happening . in the Soviet 
nion, Jean-Paul Sartre was visiting 
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a prison where Andreas Baader the l eader of 
the West German "Red Army" was kept. Baader 
was accused of arson of a great store in 
Frankfurt and of . lead ing a "group " .which had 
killed 5 men and . had attempted .to .kill . 54 
more, held up .banks, etc. After .his talk with 
Baader, convinced that in his cell there is 
a radio that is set on the only one program , 
that he recei ves papers . and .books.only after 
they were c hecked .by .prison.administration , 
that he can be .. v isited only . by . relatives ·and 
per sons who . •~don it represent . any.pol itical 
dange~" Jean-,Paul Sa:r.tre began . to publish 
in the Western .press his expressions .of 
indignation caused by "tortures" .which . he 
obsetved and obviously he had been so much 
engaged :n all this that he h~d ~o tim~ -to 
say even one word .about the victim of i q eo­
logical war conducted in the Soviet . Union. 
The more, that.the victim was a Buddhist, 
an enemy of bloodshed, murders and bank 
.tobberies. 

* • 
·rhe ideological war goes on, of course, 

not only i n . the . territories .of the Soviet 
union but also .far , far , beyond its bound­
aries. In the.Literaturnaya.Gaa~~a oi .Oct. 
2nd, 1974, the.chauman of the Agency .of the 
So"iet Union Authors ' Rights , W. Pankin, 
with gceat satisfaction sums up the results 
of his otfice work duLing the current.year. 
The Agency was created immediately after the 
soviet Union . joined the Wo:r.ld Convention ot 
Copyrights. w . . Pankin proudly enumerates all 
the agreements that were signed .with . the 
W,i:·iters ~ Unions . of France, England, W. Germany , 
Belgium and Portugal. In the.s.e. C?ount:r.ies - · 
reassures the chairman- theie will be .more 
of the Soviet writers t r anslations .published , 
especial ly of those works which had already 
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been translated "at home". Presently "a 
oook published in the .West ••• in its common 
form popular among the· western r eaders, 
will find more recipients than the same book 
translated and published in o u r country " -
says Pankin. However, we must note another 
aspect of the problem: In the text of the 
agreement signed by the Soviet Union Agenc y 
wit:h the French Union of Wri t er s and Compo­
sers - both · parties pledge in particular : 
"Not to enter· into direct connection with 
a member of another union." We may suppose 
that agreements with u nions o f.the o t her 
countries are identical, which means that t he 
~estern writers are agreeing with an idea 
that t:he Soviet writers became the property 
of State and that contact with them must be 
made througn the Agency only . The Moscow 
correspondent of Le Mo nde. doesn ' t hide the 
fact that one of the consequences of signing 
the agreement will be the factual "impossi­
bility of publishing or introduc ing in 
France a work of any Soviet author , without 
approval of the Soviet government. The USSR 
may file with t h e Fr ench court any case of 
violation , on the basis o f the agreements 
wi th the French Writers Union , and that, e very 
Soviet citizen accused of sending his manus­
cript abroad may be sued by his own govern­
ment for violation o f the foreign t r ade 
monopo ly." And again, there is no deviation 
from Marx . All works of men are treated as 
products. All products belong to the Soviet 
Union . Illegal sale of a produc t-manuscript 
is identical with an illegal s ale of, for 
examp,le , oil. 

* * * 
There is the ideological war going on in 

which the Wes t continues to retreat and the 
Soviet Union continues t o achieve victory 
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after victcry • . And this is .called detente. 
How far the v ictories .of the Soviet Union 
reached we may estimate reading an article 
o f Arthur Koestler, published on March . 10, 
1946 in New YoPk Time G and reprinted pres­
ently in London Soviet AnaZdst with a fore­
word by English historian and poet Robert 
Co n quest the author o f a famous book "The 
Great Te r r.or." In his article, Koestler, 
with exceptional perception enumerates .all 
the condi tions that a.re necessary for 
hav ing real pea ce, and points out all the 
suc cesses a c hiev ed by the Soviet Union 
during the past 30 years . 

Let's l o ok .closer . at what Koestler 
wr o t e 30 years ago: 

"In 1938 we were appeasing the Germans 
who suffer.ed the illusion of greatness, 
presently we are appeasing the .Soviets 
which suff.er the illusion of being .perse­
cuted . • the Sov iet go ernment for the . firs t 
time in histor y have developed a complete 
state-owned mono poly of not only products 
but also of the production and distribution 
o f ideas, ~eelings and beliefs . Only .when 
the suspiciousness of Russians vanish, . the 
world-wide peace will become .a reality. 
This suspiciousness may be . rejected and 
conquered nnly under one condition - that 
the Soviet gov ernment agrees . to turn off 
its switch on the propaganda machine ••• in 
t he first place, it is necessary that our 
politicians finally grasp the idea that 
none of the political talks and .trade 
agreements may guarantee long lasting peace , 
as long as the .world is divided into two 
camps: One which . is seized up by a disease 
of maniacal feeling of being persecuted .and 
ano ther by a growing fear ••. The .psycholo­
g i cal weaponry should become a subject of 
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i nternational talks and agreements . equal 
t o the subject of any talks . and agreements 
in a n y other kind of weaponry. The agree­
ments in psy chological disarmaments should 
be made with c o ncrete, . precisely formulated 
points - equal to any other . agreements in 
any o ther kind of disarmaments." 

The propose d "concrete . precise 
po ints" o f p sycholo g i cal . disarmament b y 
Arthur Koe s t l e r , show with exceptional 
clari t y "how much water had flown under 
the bridge" during the past 30 y ears. I n 
1946 , Koes t ler had thought . that . "Wes t e rn 
nations sho uld hav e d ema n ded psy chologi­
cal di s armament" that would include: The 
f r ee distribution in the Soviet Un ion o f 
the We s tern pape rs and films, access o f 
Russian c i t iz e ns to free infor mat i on about 
the o u t s i d e world, f r ee a ccess . t o Russia 
f or the a ccredited news men . and . p arliamen­
t a ry delegat ions, liquidation of . r estric­
tions in the free mov ement of foreigners 
in the Soviet Union, and the Soviet citi­
zens ' movement over the territories of 
other c o untries, vacations abroad for stu­
dents , teachers, writer s, professionals 
and laborers - on the basis of free 
exchange. 

"The demands for the free . exchange of 
ideas across the boun daries - concluded 
Koes tler in his article - the renewal of 
normal 'blood circulation' . in the world 
system, should be put on . the . agenda of 
all summit meetings, commissions and 
general UNO conferences. These demands 
should create a base .for all concessions 
of geographical, economic and . scientific 
character. It is moral and completely 
j ustified if the Western nations, while 
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demanding acceptance of their proposals, 
use d all the levers of political and economic 
pressure." 

More than 30 years ago •.• 

Adam Kruczek 
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"MANK IND AT THE TURNING POINT" 

This headline is not made by myself; 
It belongs to the Sea o nd h'el'o rt prepared .by 
two scientists for the Club of Rome -
a loose organization of a 100 scientists 
from 30 countries. The First Repo rt 
prepared by Dennis Meadow and his team of 
specialists from MIT (Massachusetts Insti­
tute of Techology) and published in 1972, 
had shocked the industrialized countries, 
disturbed the peace of mind of politicians 
and economists, technologists and demograph­
ists . In a study entitled "The Limit to 
Growth," Dennis Meadow predic ts mankind 's 
ca tastrophe which will happ en in the second 
half of twenty-first century, i f drastic 
limi tation s of economic growth aren 't 
app lied by all concerned. The learned pro­
phet from the American institute confronts 
us with 3 conditions for avoi d ing the catac­
lism: Firstly, the population growth must be 
stopped ; secondly, the existing r iche s of 
th e world must be divid e d among , and s hared 
by , all peoples, thirdly - and thi s i s the 
key condition, mankind must resign from the 
continuation of economis growth. As all 
three objectives appear to be unr eachable 
and utopian, the only alternative is a catac­
lism of historica l unknown dimension ... 
"The Limit to Growth" became an internation­
al best-seller, "devoured• in 25 languages 
in 2 . 5 million copies. Then, unexpectedly, 
in mid - October of the last year there was 
published the Seaond Report which upset the 
assumptions of the First, and for the world 
suffering from famine, demographic explo­
sion, economic crises and inflation, 
flashed a little spark of hope. The catas­
trophe may be avoided ... 
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The cyberne t ic model of the world 

Eduard Pestel , Professor from the 
Hannover University, jointly with Michailo 
Mesarovic, Professor of Cleveland Univer­
sity, made a research and concluded that 
although the world situation is very bad, 
it is not so bad as Meadow thinks. In 
the study "Mankind at the Turning Point" 
both authors introduce a cybernetic model 
of the world, extending to 2025 year. The 
study has been made by 40 partic i pating 
specialists and advisors representing al­
most every scientific field. The computer­
ized version, or image, of the world is 
based on millions of numbers and hundreds 
of thousands of cybernetic equations, while 
the model of Meadow contains on ly 250 equa­
tions. In the opinion of Pestel and Mesa­
rovic, Meadow based his conc l usions on too 
small number of aggregates, and in his model 
the world appears as a closed system - some­
thing like a gigantic automaton whose perfor­
mance is difficult to steer by a conscien­
tious human decision. Peste l and Mesarovic 
criticize the 3 above ment i oned conditions 
of Mea dow and state, that resu lting from 
the limitations of economic growth, there 
will be a freezing of t he status q u a of the 
present economy , or a permanency of the exis­
ting defficiencies, above all, of famine 
a nd poverty in underdeveloped countries. 
According to the authors, it is possible to 
save the world without making sacrifices 
and denials that are demanded by Meadow. 

Is the vision of both scientists 
just an attempt to calm down those who are 
frightened by approaching catastrophe? 
Their answer resounds decidedly: No ! They 
are concerned, in the first place , with help­
ing the responsible politicians in making 
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important decisions, and giving them .d 
range - beyond the current problems _ ao;i e 
thinking. Pestel is pessimistic - b t 
towards politicians only I u 
ton Hot 1 · · n a crowded Hil -

e in Berlin where in last Octob 
he p~esented to the public "Mankind t ~~ 
Turning Point", he disclosed thi a e 
of som i·t · i s comment 

e po i ic an: "Have you ever thought 
abou t the reaction of l11Y VQters when I will 
tell thl;ffl to forget about aLL the near fu­
ture_gains, and to concentrate on the lon -
las~ing perspectives of sacrifices and g 
denials?" And, in fact, in order to save 
the world, it will be necessary to undertake 
many unpopula r decisions, but to the scien­
tist s t hi s is not an argument. 

The prognostics of "Mankind at the 
Turning Point" have more chances o f success 
than the Cassandric prediction of the Fir s t 
Repo ~~- Pestel and Mesarovic, took, as a 
star~ing point of their research the world 
not a~ a hermetic sealed unit, b~t a world 
tha~ is differentiated, divided into 10 
regi~ns , such as; Western Europe, Latin 
Ame:ica, Eastern Europe, etc. Beside, the 
don t propose - as Meadow does - one unive~­
sal_ pre~cription for al l - poor and rich, 
capit~lists and socialists, white and black 
- t heir conclusions are made o f alternatives 
from among whic h the politicians ought to 
make their choices if they want to pre vent 
catastrophe. The most important is 
tha t Pestel and Mesarovic do not condem~ 
t he economic growth as such; on the con­
t rary - they consider it a necessity for 
underdeveloped nations where the national 
~/n~~mhe pfer cap~ta is,_at the present, equal 

o that in the industrialized 
countries. In the poor nations of South 
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Asia th is r a tio is even 1: 20; the r e , f ast 
economic growth is ne cessary in o r d er _to 
equalize unjust d ispropo rt i ons: But if _the 
present politic s we r e to preva i l, the dif ­
f erence b etween the standard o f liv i ng in . 
poor and rich count r ies wi l l b e exp r e s s ed i n 
a rat io o f not 1 : 5 but 1 : 8 . . . 

The c os t o f equalizat ion 

Pe s t e l a nd Mesa rov i c calculate d , who 
sho uld i nve s t, how much should be invested, 
and where i nve s tments should b e made in 
order to p revent catastrophe . The i ndus ­
t r ialized coun t rie s , wi thin t he nex t 50 
years , sho uld i n v e s t $5 0 0 bi l lion ann ua l ly 
in the underdeve l oped pa r t s o f the wor l d ; 
th is wou l d bring the dispropor tions to a 
r a tio 1 :3 . But , i f the po l i t ics of help 
t o these nat i ons t o year 20 00 r e mains at 
the p r esent l evel, it will be necessary t o 
i nvest an additional $3 .5 t r illion to reach 
the s ame l evel of 1 :3 ratio. However , 
sho uld the i n d ustria l ized cou ntries , du r ing 
1 97 5-2000 period , concentra t e t he i r he l p , 
t hey may save a lot o f money - i n t hi s case 
it would be s u f fic ient t o i nves t o n l y $ 250 
bi ll i on annua lly , and o wing t o th is i nvest­
ment, the poor c o untrie s will b e abl e to 
stand up on their own fee t by t he e nd o f 
th i s c e ntury . 

One o f the most difficult problems is 
food for t he hung ry world. From 1936 on, 
the p r oduct i on o f f ood, in general, fol­
lowed the population growth. But at cer­
ta in t imes, the population growth be came 
fast e r t han food production. Meadow 
noticed thi s , but Pestel and Mesarovic went 
deeper into this matter showing the differ­
e nce in particular parts of the world. 
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According to the ir c alculat i ons, to produce 
1 lb of meat it is necessary to use 7 lbs 
o f grain. If today, the whol e world would 
begin to e~t the way the American people 
are eating, the entire food suppies of the 
w~rl~ would suffice to keep alive only 1.2 
billion people, instead of the 4 billion 
presently living. If the decision of fight­
ing famine by imports from the rich coun­
tries in some parts of the world were made 
it would_soon appear, that this propositio~ 
i s Just impossible because the whol e Ameri­
can merchant navy would be needed f o r trans­
porting goods, and despit e thi s , by 2025 
500 millio n people wo uld be dead . In addi­
t ion, shifting the investment s from indus­
t ry to agriculture would ruin industry and 
c reate heavy disturbances in the i ndu s tr i al­
i zed coun tries. The only way t o res t o re 
t he he~lth of the world is through i nve st­
ments in und e rdeveloped countries dur i ng 
t he years 1975 as discussed above. In this 
wa y we may eq ualize the disproportions be­
t ween industry and agriculture a nd preve nt 
the d ea th of millions of peop l e e v e r y year. 

The scenarios from the computer 

Pestel and Mesarovic are not dreamers, 
but futurists who stand firmly in the reali­
t ies of the world. Their conclusions are 
orginal, perhaps frightening, but their 
method of research arouses confidence. All 
t his is exceptionally well demonstrated in 
t he chapter of their report related to the 
question of oil prices, in which, "with com­
puter in hand," they prove, that the low 
pr ice of oil in the pas·t, has been unheal th­
y for the world economy. They worked out 
2 sce narios of oil prices up to 2025 year; 
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in one scenario the incre ase of oil pric es 
a s slow , and in another fast. They _have 

~hosen the year 2025 because from th is_ye~r 
there will be less d ependency o n o il in 

~~~ i ndustrialized countries as the _consump­
tion of other e nergetic materials will be 
on the increase . 

In both s cenarios the sc ien tists 
have tracked how, in di fferen t region s o f 
the world , the prices o f o il af fect the 
b ehavio r of the gross nationa l_pr o duc t (GNP) 
and i nternati o nal capital originating fr~m 
the sa l e s of o il . Assuming that_the basic 
pric e of o il remained stable during the 
1015-2 0 25 period, t here w.tl l be e normou s 
growth o f int e rnationa l capital, becaus= 
the stable price o f oil wi ll be _a dva nta 
geous in c ompari son wi th t he price of . 
other ene rgy resources . nut, if _t he price 
of oil were ris i ng , the inter na tional capi ­
tal will acc umulat e re l at ively _slower and 
in t he moment when this price increas e 
r e aches the 50% point, the re will beg in 
a fast declin e of i nterna tiona l cap ita l, a nd 
the value of invest~ e nts located a broad wi ll 
be smalle r by half. All thi s wi l l b7 r e­
sult ing f rom the fast decline of buy ing too 
expensiv e oil , and from the incr ease o f con­
s ump t i on f r om the o t he r energetic sources . 
consequently, becau se all the known resour­
ce s o f oil are limited , ei ther the low, ~r 
the high - above the 50 % "red line" - prices 
of oil will produce t he same results to _the 
oil exporting countries. After a certain 
time , their GNP and cap tial will begi~ to 
decline fast . In other word s , the re is 
some opt i mal price o f oil , and, if so, 
there should be es tabli shed the rational 
politics o f p rice regardless o f the c urre nt 
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con junctura l e v e nts. This as t onishing r ea­
soning leads to a very important conclusion : 
It i s possible t o solve the confl ict betw·een 
t he oil exporting and oil importing count­
rie s to the satisfaction of both sides. 

Pestel and Mesarovic do not stop at 
the above conclusion. They go futher, 
checking whether there is the real possi­
bility of a rational solution of the con­
flict. With this objective in mind, they 
divided their 10 region models of the world 
i nto 4 groups . In the first they included: 
Western industrialized nations - North Amer­
i ca , Western Europe, Japan, Australia, and 
several smaller regions . In the second: the 
soc ialistic countries - Eastern Europe , the 
USSR , and China. In the third: North Af rica 
and Midd l e Eas t. In the fourth : the rest 
o f the countries. As a criterion the GNP 
i n 2025 yea r f o r each group was ta ken . 

In the first sce nario 1the low pr ices 
of oil ) the deve lopment o f o t her ene rg y 
resource s wil l be slow for as l ong a s there 
is an oi l for sale , meaning to the begin­
ning of twe nty-first century . The exhautio n 
o f oi l resources will most painfully s tr ike 
the highly indus trialized c ountr ies whose 
economy will collapse des pite the long last­
ing profiteering on the l ow prices of oil. 
It is true, that to the year 200 0 there will 
still be noted an unlimited economic growth 
- the catastrophy will begin i n the follow­
ing quarter century ... at that time the dec­
line of GNP, after a period of growth , will 
engulf also the developing countries, Nor th 
Africa and Middle East. The exhaustioPof 
oi l s upplies in the Middle East, will affect 
the USA in the least , but greatly - Wes t ern 

9 



I 

I 

I 

I 

: 

Europe and Japan. This kind of situation 
would be loaded with many social disrunti ons , 
revolts, etc. 

The second scenario shows quite a dif­
ferent development of economic events . So , 
there will be the increase of oil prices 
averaging 31 annually up to the optimal 
level. Of course, the beneficiaries will be 
the Middle East countries, their GNP wi l l be 
much higher than in the first scenario; GNP 
will be higher either in the socialistic 
countries. Astonishing is, that the economy 
of the Western world, in spite of increas ing 
oil prices will grow either , and in 2025 
i t will reach the higher level than in the 
first scenario. This means that the high but 
optimal prices of oil will be profitable for 
the importing countries and their economical 
progress will run in a more orderly manner. I 
although some of them will have serious prob­
lems around the 2000 year. Those problems 
will develop in connection with the exhaust ion 
of oil resources in North America and Europe. 

Cooperation or extermination 

In the example of oil prices, the 
authors of the Second Report show what ~ ind 
of threat to mankind may arise in the case 
there was lack pf globally organized coope­
ration. The low oil prices were not healthy 
because they favoured the fast growing eco­
nomy, especially in Europe and Japan, which 
situation could not last permanently. The 
lengthening of this period of prosperity, 
sooner or later, -would lead to economic stag­
nation and ruin, or to an economy which would 
be steeres in a totalitarian fashion, in 
which, there would not be place for the 
mechanics of free market forces and all 
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emerging social and political changes. 

. The energy conflict - a s any other con­
flict th~t torments today's world - may be 
solved, if all playing factors were taken 
i nto consideration and if the solution to 
all problems were found through interna­
tional cooperation. This is the only wise 
escape th~t would benefit all. Every fas t 
accumulation of capital in some countries 
at the_cost of some others, will hurt all 
countr7e s. The final conclus ion of scien­
tists,i s : _Unity strengthens, disunity ruins. 
T~day s situation o f the world doesn't yet 
give any reason for opt:im ism, but Pestel and 
Mesaro~ic are full of hope. Whether this 
hope ~il l be fulfilled, will depend on 
po liticians in whose hands is our planet. 
The cho ices are limited - further develop­
ment , of extermination. 

llntoni Gutowski 

IN THE SOVIET PRESS 
(excerpts) 

In _Ban:,~ (Canada) the fi ghters for 
the Soviet ideological front" had an 
~ccasion to _attack their opponents on 
enemy territory." The international con­

ference organized in Canada by scientists 
from the_USA, Canada and Western Europe has 
been ded7cated to the problems of the USSR 
and Sla~ic countries of Eastern Europe. 
The So~iet scientists were also invited and 
participated as a team of 9 persons led by 
~cademicial A. Naroczny known for his works 
in collecting historical facts which are to 
prove the rights of the Soviet Union to 
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Siberia and the Far East. A note published 
in Kultura about the conference had a rather 
purely scientific character. But now, we 
have some - let's say - more intimate 
details of the conference. Several newly 
born emigrants from the Soviet Union, resi­
ding at present in the USA, attended also. 
Among them an ex-employee of the Moscow 
Institute of History and Art, Boris Szragin, 
and a famous poet Korzavin. In 3 large 
articles written for Ruaakava Myal, publis ­
hed in Paris, Nawn Korzavin gives a vivid 
description of the atmosphere at the confe­
rence. We learn from these articles, that 
the Soviet delegation did not present any 
lecture, but preferred to participate only 
in disputes and appraisals of the lecturer s. 
This behavior of the Soviet deleg a tes was 
a frightening experience for the lecturers . 
As we know, the KGB keeps all russicists 
under very close observation and if their 
performance doesn't suit Moscow , they are 
simply refused visas for entering the 
Soviet Union. It is e asy to understand the 
nervousness of the Western scientists lee­
turning under the ~erciless eyes of Moscow ' s 
representatives. Nawn Korzavin, who, as a 
poet was interested only in literature and 
who had a seminar on "Memories" of Nadyezda 
Mendelsztam, tells us how Moscow delegate 
A. Dyrnszyc was intimidating all members 
who participated in t he seminar. "We must 
fran1<ly admit" - writes Korzavin - "that 
everybody was a •fraid of Dymszyc' erudition 
and art o f converting this erudition into 
an evil. 11 Korzavin - a new e migrant -
assures us that the overwhelming fear of 
Dymszyc' erudition existed. It is clear 
that there were many other things to be 
afraid of. From Korzavin's description we 
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get an impression that the Western lecturers 
felt like freshmen on the first exaJ)l, and 
when , after the seminar in which it was said 
that Jesenin's works were not published 
during the Stalin's era, Dymszyc contradic­
ted saying that in )940 there appeared a 
small volwne of Jesenin's poems, the cons­
ternation of Western professors reached its 
peak. The more, since Dymszyc didn't men­
tion the fact that the circulation of Jese­
nin's volwne of poems was comically small, 
and that the possession of it was sufficient 
evidence to receive ]0 years of Gulag. That 
the victory of Dymszyc was complete e ven to 
himself we may judge from the following fact: 
Dur ing the seminar Dymszyc was addressing its 
chairman - Professor Deming Brown from the 
University of Michigan - calling him official­
ly "Professor Edward Brown." During recess, 
Dymszyc was approached by an unknown gent­
leman, who said: "Excuse me, Mr. Dymszyc, 
I am Professor Edward Brown and it is Profe­
ssor Deming Brown who is the chairman of the 
seminar." That, didn't intimidate Dymszyc: 
"It cannot be" - he snapped - "professor 
Deming Brown is sick." In fact, Professor 
Deming Brown was sick before the conference, 
and the omnipotent "organs" had evidently 
informed Dymszyc about it. This is why he 
dec ided not to submit himself to any kind of 
"provocation." The "Organs" know better 
wh ich Brown is doing what. 

In the Iavestia on Sept., )974, a note 
about the conference had a victorious head­
line: "The Crisis of Foreign Sovietology." 
In it, as first sign of victory is under­
lined, that "The organizers of the conference 
af firmed the impossibility of research on 
the Soviet Union and other soialistic 
countries, without the help of the scientists 
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from our countries;" The second victory i s 
unmasking "in many disputes the bankruptcy 
o f the foreign 'Sovietology' and false infor­
m~tion about socialistic countries, popula­
rized by the reactionary natio nalistic 
emigration;" and as a third victory is "the 
upheaval of the authority of the soviet 
scientists among the participants of the con­
ference. " We may suppose that Professor 
Demi ng Brown, indeed, became ill and went to 
bed'. a fter he received news that the " o rgans" 
decided that he mus t be ill - that's the 
measure of rising authority of the Soviet 
scientists at the conference. 

* 1t * * 

As we know, the latest friendly, a lmost 
brotherly relations b e t ween the USSR and the 
USA, have turned somewhat sour. The Sovi et 
leaders came t o the conclusion, that without 
a~y c~ncessions on their side , America, sin ­
king into an abyss of c ri ses, will give them 
everything they want . The future wi ll show 
to what extent their calculations a re rea l i ­
stic. Meantime, the Soviet p r ess is busy 
with unmasking (rather carefully - to start 
with - who knows, the time may come again t o 
switch to praising} some capitalistic reali­
ties in the USA: Name l y, the new disgrace of 
the CIA. The Soviet citizens are s urprised 
to l ea~n that in the USA the common people 
are spi7d upon , t~at - as Literaturnaya 
Gaz eta informs - The surveillance of peopl e 
7s very greatly 7xpanded." The Soviet people 
JUS~ cannot imagine this! Their surprise and 
indignation at the violation of elementary 
human rights expressed in many letters to 
the editor, become understandable after one 
read the unusual document: The decree of the 
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Central Conunittee of the Communist Party 
and The Council of Ministers of the Soviet 
Union "The ways for further development of 
the passport system in the USSR." 

Surprised that the passport system of 
the USSR still demands improvement, I deci­
ded to determine the exact meaning of the 
passport. LittLe Soviet EncycLopedia says: 
"The Passport is a special document which 
certifies the identity and the right of the 
bearer to travel out of his permanent resi­
dence." So far , it was clear. But the 
Encyclopdia adds: "The passport system was 
t he most important instrument of police 
influence and taxation politics in a so 
called police state (look: Police State}. 
The passport system existed in pre-revolu­
tionary Russia ... the Soviet legislation 
doesn't recognize the issuing of the pass­
ports." Surprised at this statement I 
looked at the cover of the encyc lopedia 
and I found the year of publishing: 1930. 
So everything appeared in order, because 
passports, most important factor of gover­
ning in the police stat e, were introduced 
i n t he Soviet Union in 1932, for the pur­
pose of "clearing the cities and workers' 
v illages from the elements wh ich are uncon­
nected wi th production and socially use­
less, and also for clearing the country 
from hiding kulaks, criminals and others. " 
I t deserves stressing that those "others" 
were the peasants forced in 1932 to 
become members of kolkhozes. To them 
passports have not been issued, and for 
t his reason they had no right to change 
jobs, or moving to another place. Many 
years before, a prominent publicist wrote: 
"What is the meaning of the freedom of 
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movement ? It mea ns, that a peasant has the 
right to go where he wants to go, move to a 
place where he cou~d f eel comfortable, chose 
any village or a city, witho~t aski~g for 
permission. It means, that in Russia the pass­
ports system should not be used ... the Rus­
sian peasant is ens laved to the extent that 
he cannot move to a city, cannot freely 
settle down on the soil of his choice. The 
peasant is like a little child wh~ cannot 
make any move without permission. When_ 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin wrote these words in 
1903 he didn't suspect how true they would 
be i~ 70 years in the State which he founded . 

From Jan., 1976 on, there will be some 
serious changes in the passport sy s tem of the 
soviet Union . The passports and what's in 
them will be the same, but they won't have 
an e xpitation date. Twice in a lifetime -
at the a ge of 25 and 4 5 - a citizen ~ill 
report t o the militia for changi ng hi s pho­
tograph in the passport. And then, of _course, 
the milit ia wi ll have a good look at him and 
will decide if the pho t og r aph may be g lued in. 

The basic question which occupies the 
minds of half population of the Soviet Union 
- meaning all living in vast country, out of 
cities - is whether they too will receive 
passport s . This matter looks quite foggy in 
the decree ; it's possible, that the leaders 
didn't make a final decision in this respect. 
It appears, howeve r, that by the end of 1981 
the countryfolk will receive passports too. 
Therefore , it's possible that at the 65th 
anniversary of the Great October Revolution, 
which - a s it is generally known - liberated 
everybody, all citizens of the USSR will 
finally receive the right of having a pass­
port, which stricte regulates everybody's 
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movement. We must mention , that the d uty 
of reporting to police (at arriving and 
leaving any p lace) and penalties for its 
v iolations, includ ing imprisonment, rema in 
in force . 

Under the headline "About Passports" 
in the encyclopedia, one is adv ised to r e fer 
to the contents that are headlined by 
"Police State", which I did, and here is 
what I found: :The character i stic of the 
po l ice state" - explains the Sov i et e ncy­
clopedia of 1930 - "were , superv is ion by 
the sta t e , police interve ning in all 
aspect s of l ife , r emoval o f t he c it izens 
from part i c ipation in govern i ng t he state, 
subordination of the national economy t o 
the aut hori ty of the treasury , and the exi s ­
tence of wide bureaucracy." 

As we can see , the definiti o n is very 
precise . Inde ed, we should be as hamed t o 
compare the pr imi tive invigilation of Ameri­
ca n c it izens by the CIA , with the almighty 
sy stem of passpor ts which grows year by year 
in t he Sov i et Union. And , when a t last, 
t he ideal s ystem of passport s i s ach i eved, 
t hen the building of Communism wil l end. 
The ideal "Po lice State" may reach the stage 
o f eternal life. 

The building of such a state is not 
simple matter, and its builde rs should be 
loved and highly esteemed. The newest 
Soviet best seller , a novel of w. Bogomolov 
" In August 44 ... " is dedicated to them. 
Bogomolov's name has not been, until now, 
o n the list of "leading" Soviet writers. 
Twenty years ago he wrote a story "Ivan" 
which was use d as a base for a film of Tar­
kowski, and another story "Zosia" also used 
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in a film. "In August 44 ... " brought great 
popularity to the writer. The book has 
been published in series by the monthly 
No vy Mir (issues 10-12, 1974) and simul­
taneously - which happens very rarely­
appeared in a book form. In the populari­
ization of the book are engaged its author 
and h is protectors. And we must remember 
that the protectors of Bogomolov are power­
ful. During the war the future writer 
worked in the di:mctorate of counter- intel­
ligence known under the dreadful name of 
"Smersh", which after deciphering means 
"death to spies." We may assume that the 
permission for public ation of the book had 
been given with no delay. Some fragments 
of it appeared already in Jan., 1968 in 
Litera turn ay a Ga z eta , but, evidently the 
time for its publication had not yet rip ­
ened then. The novel appears after 6 years 
and under its title the author placed only 
one date: 1973. 

The motto of the book t e lls us about 
the intentions of Bogo mo lov. The ex -membe r 
of "Smersh" - paraphrasing the words of 
Churchill about the p i lots who saved England 
in 1940 - dedicates his book: "To few, to 
whom so many are i ndebted •.• • 

Those "few " are the members of Smer s h 
which was created in 1943 as a s pecia l 
organ i zation under the direct supervision 
of Stal in . The Leader, to already existing 
and operating services of MWD and MGB, added 
a separate unit whose job was the invigi­
lation of the Army and its r e ar, meaning the 
clearing up of the t erritories that were 
freed from Germans. "Smersh" received unlim­
ited . power; its functionaries had the rig ht 
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to use weapons any way they wanted . In Bogo­
molov ' s novel domina t es the fe e ling of ev ­
e r ybodv's fear created by t he litt l e red book 
o n whose cover wa s printed the word "Smersh," 
and distaste, or perhaps hatred of t he sol­
diers and officers toward t he members of 
"Smersh." The author is proud of the fear 
which he and his colleagues from "Smers h" 
exci ted: he is deeply convinced that this 
is the proof of efficacy of thi s unique 
"organ. " 

"In Aug u s t 44 ... " is int er e st:ing for 
many reasons. In the first place , for the 
localities in which the action takes place. 
The theme of the novel makes an impression 
o f being adventur ous: Smersh searches for a 
secret German radio-station which passes to 
German Command information about the move­
ments of the Red Army. ThP ope ration bea rs 
a cryptonym "Niemen" and develops on the 
terri t ories of Western Bie lorussia and neigh­
boring reg ions of Li thuania, on "the terri­
tor ies of p re-war Poland" - s o says one of 
t he heroes of the book. The main enemy of 
Smers h is t he "underg r o und nationalistic 
organization " whose core is made of "Polish 
officers and non-commissioned officers o f 
the reserve, lande d bourgeois e l ements and 
in t e lligentsia." This is the description 
of the main enemy q uoted by Bogomolov in 
"In August 44 ... " However, 30 years later 
the author adds this footnote: "AK - the 
unde rground Armed Organization of the Polish 
government in exile at London, ope rating in 
the regions of Poland, Southern Li thuania 
and western parts o f Ukraine and Bielorus­
sia. During 1944-45, by orders from London, 
numerous units of the AK performed diver­
sional actio ns behind the Soviet Army l i nes: 
many officers and soldiers of the Red Army 
and Soviet workers had been killed, there 
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was spying activity and looting of innocent 
civilian population. What str i kes us in 
this footnote is t he lack o f t h e s l ightest 
allusion that the AK could have perfo rme d 
actions against the Germans . On the con­
trary, there is a statement t hat there was 
"spying." The reader must guess that this 
spying was done on behalf of German Command . 
The troubles which Smersh runs i nto on the 
territories described, are explained by 
Bogomolov as caused by the "lack of culture 
of the local populace - Poles and Bielorus­
sians. All of them - so called 'Westerners" 
- are intimidated and backward people. For 
the whole month we hadn't met in any vil­
lage a single man who would have been edu­
cated higher than 3-4 grade. Our Russian 
people are more cultural." 

In difficult circumstances, among 
uncultural people the heroes of the nove l 
operate: wise, couraqaous and smart wo rk­
erers of Smersh. Bogomolov tells us with 
pride that in their professional gibber­
ish they c all themselves the "cleaners" 
they clean the country of enemies. 

"In August 44 . .. " is an adventurous 
story about the capture of mysterious radio­
station and liquidating the enemies: spies 
from the AK and spies - the native people. 
The enemy is not the Germans; t hey don't 
exist in the book; I gues s , t h e y mu st have 
b een beaten; who remain, a re t he Pol es and 
Russians - enemies of the Soviet power . I f 
only this topic wa s in the book, it c o uld 
be per s e very i n terest ing as a r ef l ect ion 
of t he most actua l s ign of r epressive poli­
t ics . But , Bogomo lov goes further. He 
s hows us the highe st a uthori t ies, t he men 
o n t op, the men who us e Smersh a s t he a r m 
of t he i r power. In the first p l a ce, there 
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is Stalin. The leader appears in the novel 
as a theoretician of action , military s win­
dle and cunningness. "During the first 
weeks of war" - wr i tes Bogomolov - "dur ing 
t he period o f unbelievable tension - he -
Stalin - coul d afford to study very sc rupu­
lous ly all the works of the prominent field 
commanders and strategists, with special 
interest in the probl ems of military secrecy 
and security against any suprise." The wise 
leader knew what he was doing: the problem 
of secrecy, of hiding everything that is hap­
pening in the Soviet Union prevails even now. 
Nobody s hould know the truth , and how to hide 
the secrets - teaches comrade Stalin. How­
ever, Stalin gives only the theory, general 
directives, which are executed by "a young 
general-co lonel, Stalin's pet." Bogomolov 
paints the portrait of the pet_with a great 
feel ing: "Big, light haired, with open, some­
wh a t common, but very Russian face." Author, 
so far doesn't mention the name of the enor­
mous ly' sympathetic man. But his name is well 
known to the Soviet, nay - not only to the 
Soviet - people. It ' s Victor Aba kumov, in 
19 43-45 the chief of Smersh, and in 1946 the 
mini s t er of national s ecu rity, a n d later -
but that wa s alread y afte r the dea t h o f Sta­
lin - e x e c uted fo r the so call e d Le ningrad 
affair , f or a pply ing t o rtures to hundreds 
o f Leningrad Party members and l iquidat i ng 
them b y the o rde r o f Sta l i n . Bogomolov 
rehabilitates Abakumov - exec ution er "wi t h 
open .•. very Russian face. • The expression 
"very Russ i an " means the highe st degnie of 
pra ise and esteem in the present Russia. 

In the book there appear - rather 
anon~0usly - some leaders about whose faces 
it would be diffi c ult to say if they were 
"ver y Russian" - the c hief o f NKVD, Ber i a, 
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and of KGB, Mierkulov. Perhaps, for this 
reason Bogomolov doesn't praise them, though 
he admits, that they worked pret ty hard too. 

The delights from the theme of Bogomo­
lov's novel appear in the Lite rat urnaya 
Ga aeta (1/1975) under the headline: The un­
known heroes." The author of the review, B. 
Galanov, states that there wasn't yet any 
soviet literature about smersh-men, who 
"deserve the deep gratitude of the Soviet 
people." That's not true. Vasil Bykov in 
a novel "Deceased don't suffe r" brought to 
life the person of lieutenant Sachno, a smer­
sh-man in all his splender: brutal, merci­
less exectioner whom the soldiers f e ar 
uncomparably more than they fear Germans. 
Grigori Baklanov too, showed a smersh-man 
in his novel "July 41" - here again, of 
little intelligence, conceited, brutal yokel 
overwhelmed with having unlimited power , in 
front of whom, eve r ybody dies of fear. 
Literature hasn't missed Abakumov either . 
Exquisitely wr itte n pages are d evoted to 
him by Alexandr Solzhenitsyn in his "First 
Circle," especially in the chapter titl e d 
"Please, Josef Visarianovich, Give us back 
the death penalty!" where we can see the 
character of the minister of security beau­
tifully portrayed. 

B. Galanov is right only in one point -
nobody yet painted the smersh-men so rosy, 
nobody yet praised them so abundantly, no­
body yet made them look as men who secured 
the victory in the war. 

Without a cause - the Russian proverb 
says - even a pimple won't grow up. Simi­
larly, the dreadful story of Smersh, didn't 
grow up without a cause. We may guess the 
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reason for the publishing of the book and 
this guess is from nowhere else but the 
pages o f the ex-liberal Nou .4 Mir edited by 
Sergey Narovchatov, ex-poet, presently a 
Party functionary. . 

The novel I)Oints out the most impor­
tant enemy: Emigrant (with Poland, Bogomolov, 
must , apparently, have some old "account" 
to settle down). The book gives the Soviet 
you th a new positive hero Tomantsev, a 
master of shooting in "Macedonian fashion."* 
Jame s Bond is just a p uppy in comparison 
with him. On the other hand, it's quite 
poss ible that there is another reason for 
t he appearance of the book. During the last 
mon ths, the gossip about Brezhnev ' s illnes s 
hasn't been leaving the pages of the world 
pres s. The disappearance of General Secre­
ta ry f o r a long time, may be caused by hi s 
i llness, or, may be, it results fr om some 
ins ide po litics of the Politbureau. In both 
cases, the probl em of succession is open. 
And the r e are many candidates for succes sor. 
Perhaps , the p resent boss of the KGB, Juri 
Andropov will give it a try. In such case, 
he would , no doubt, try to build up a 
greater respectability for the organization 
wh ich he directs. What can be more effec­
tive than the active participation in a 
glorious war? But, putting aside Juri 

* We may reat assured that this definition 
of shooting on the run with the weapons 
in each hand, and many other definitions 
from the jargon of smersh-men, will 
certainly enrich the Russian language . 
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I I Andropov's prospects, we must say that the 
r espectable, "loved by the nation organs" 
s uch a s Sme rsh, will bcome handy for any ­
body who will be reaching for power during 
the period of changing the leader . 

Adam Kruczek 
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The first number of Kultura for 1975 
b rought the review of the "Mankind at the 
Turning Point" - Second Report for the Club 
of Rome, by A. Gutowski (Fragments vol.2 / 5). 
As we remember, the first r e port prepared 
by the MIT of Boston a nd publ ished 3 y ears 
ago a s "The Li mi ts t o Growth" has rea lly 
creat ed a shock- wave of criticism because 
of i ts c o nc lusions. Its authors pointed 
out t h e necessity of radical changes in lif e 
of na tio n s a n d ind i vidual inhabita nt s o f 
our g l o be i f we are t o avoid the cat astroph­
ic result s of cross ing the l i mi t s of the 
Ear t h ' s physica l resou rces expl oitation . 
They openly str e s sed t he primi tiv e c harac­
ter o f their stud i e s; t hey u nderlined, that, 
by no means, they claim to b lock the economic 
growth, that, rather, they a dvocate the 
c h ange o f its dir ection toward an equilib­
rium and a just disposition of wealth and 
resource s of the world. Moreover, they 
insisted many times upon the fact that 
the ir report doesn't represent any future 
"vision of the world", but points out only 
the consequences of the dominating trends 
i n the world's affairs. 

After reading "The Limits to Growth" it 
hasn't been difficult to detect the agree­
ment of its conclusions with our intuitive 
a ppraisal of the contemporary world. It 
hasn't been possible also to suppress the 
feeling of pessimism, so far from being 
realistic was the postulate of full inter­
national cooperation that was put forward 
by the authors as a condition for avoiding 
the catastrophe. Nothing unusual then, 
that we greeted with hope and pious thought, 
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all critiques of the MIT works, and waited 
for the moment when somebody upsets the apo­
caliptic predictions. The news of disco­
vering a would-be miscalculation in one of 
the computerized models of MIT half year 
after the appearance of "Limits to Growth" 
(and not proven), made one look like a sink­
ing man who grasps for anything . 

Presentl y, in a similar manner, as it 
can be seen from many announcements, many 
people are attempt ing to interpr et the 
reports of Professors Mesarovic and Pes tel. 

During the past 3 years "Limits to 
Growth " was a subj e ct of unavoidable dis­
putes, scientific meetings, and critiques. 
The weak points or errors have been shown 
and continued research undertaken; But, 
the basic findings of the report remained 
(regrettably) unchallenged. The Second 
Report - "Mankind at the Turning Point " 
didn't appear sudd enly either . It has been 
forecasted by the Club of Rome a year ahead 
of its officia l appearance. In fact, this 
report is nothing but a continuation , or 
a logical consequence and development of 
the first one. What's more important - its 
conclusions do not differ much from the 
conclusions of the MIT report , so that 
introducing both reports respectively in 
the categories of "pessimistic" and "opti­
mistic" is not only an unfounded simplifi­
cation, but completely untrue. 

The scientific observation of techno­
logical and social development of the world, 
of trends and consequence in p 1 an n in g 
the future and avoiding a global crisis 
is a new field. It would be unjust 
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to treat it as a one more, exquisite, young 
discipline . The critical situation of the 
contempo rary world , and, above all, the con­
s tantly growing inter depend en -
c e of a ll countries and individual inhab­
i tants of our globe, simply, force s us to 
look upo n most o f o ur problems in global 
ca t egories . Every attempt of appl ying a 
scientific me thodology in solving t hese pro­
b l ems, instead - as till now - of relying 
o n general experience and i ntution of 
s tatesmen and their advisers, is worthy of 
our a ttent i on and support. For this reason 
on l y , Prof. Dennis Meadow doesn 't "deserve" 
t h e sarcasm of Gutkowski when he calls him 
"the l earned prophet. " 

The conclusions of existing researches 
show beyond any doubt a very difficult world 
si tuation. They f ortell the necessity of 
sacrifices for the sake of (after all un­
known) the future. It may seem, that pre­
ceding statement justifies the most com-
mon tune o f sarcasm and forbearing toler­
ance in criticizing this kind of r e search 
works. Nevertheless, l et ' s try to stop 
talking about those careless , often emo­
tional critiq u es , and concentrate on l earn­
ing more clearly about the probl ems and 
methodolo<Jy research initiated by the Club 
of Rome, and o n the world's reactio n after 
publishing its results. 

The Problematique 

The genesis of the Club of Rome was 
p rompted by the conscience of a deep, uni­
versal crisis of the contemporary world 
a nd the ambition to make a trial for its 
overcoming . The crisis covers a lmost a ll 
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a r e as of our life: unbalanced e colo g y , raw 
mat e r ials, i n f lation, monetary s y stem, e du­
catio n, the repulsion o f t rad iti ona l moral 
va l ues , the a byss tha t divides t he ric h and 
the poor count ries of the world, t erroris t ic 
activi t ies , and many o t hers. I n everyon e 
o f t h es e areas t he exi s t ing s ympt oms ha ve a 
universal , wor l d - wide charac t e r. Be side , 
a l l aspects appear to be i nte rdepende nt to 
such a degree , tha t no t onl y the so lut i o n , 
bu t also the under s t a nding of any of them 
become impossible without the knowl edge o f 
all . Futhermor e : The effo rts of finding 
a s o lution t o a c risis in one area a ppear 
t o b e impossible because the y d e epen t he 
scale o f crisis in o the r seemi ngly uncon­
nected area s. This app l ies also to ever y 
ef f o rt o f f inding a s olut ion to a c risis 
within the boundar ies of any s peci f ic 
co untry. I t a ll s hows ho w greatly e n twined 
in o ne entity is today ' s system o f our 
g l obe . 

Thi s knot of i nte rdep ende n t p r obl ems 
ha s been def ined by the f o under s of t h e 
Club of Rome asp r ob 1 e ms o f 
m a n k ind (The ProbZ ema t ique ) . The 
Club itse lf b e gan in a c omp l etely inf o rma l 
way at a meeting of a small number o f s c ien­
t is ts and r e presen t a t ives o f t he economic 
world from dif fer e nt countri e s, whi ch too k 
p lace in Academia de i Lincei o f Rome i n 
1968. He nce the name of the club . The f o l ­
l o wing meet ings were in Vienna i n 19 69 and 
Bern in 1970. The founde rs of t he club , 
among o the rs were , Aure l io Peccei o f Italy -
e x - dire cto r of FIAT and OLIVETTI , Al e xander 
King f r om Great Britain - t he direct o r of 
O.E. C. D. (Organization f o r Economic Coo pe­
r a tion and Deve l poment) in Paris , Eduard 
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Peste l - Pr o fe s s o r o f the Uni v e rsity o f Han­
nov e r and several othe rs. The membership o f 
the club has been limited t o a 1 00 persons 
representing many different countries. To 
t he club belong leading s cient i sts a nd in­
d u strialists, rep resenta tives of r e search 
institutes, etc . , of the world . 

As a loose, i nformal body , that has no 
permanent personnel o r b udget, the Club o f 
Rome undertook the task o f inspiring scien­
tific research in the Prob lematiq ue, popu­
l ari zatio n of i ts results and e ndeavor t o 
work out a lte r native d ire ct ion s in d eve lop­
men t o f the world treat ed a s o ne g l obal 
o rgani s m, as a Wor l d System . Natura lly, t he 
f irst ste p wa s a cho i c e o f the methodol ogy 
of re s ea r ch. 

Sys t ems dynamic s 

Thi s i s t he n ame of their acc ept ed 
me thodo l ogy. I ts creator is Pro f . Jay Fo r ­
r ester from the MIT at Boston . His theore­
t ical assumpt i ons were i ntroduced i n an e l a ­
boration under the title o f Co unterintuitive 
Be havior o f Social Systems (3) . At t he base 
o f this me thod lies t h e following easy t o 
und e rstand the sis: The human brain has not 
be en adapted t o int erpret the functioning of 
s ocial s ystems. During the l o ng history of 
the human race evolution , homo sapiens had 
no need f o r understanding them. Hence, the 
evolutio nary proces s had not armed him with 
t he ability for the prope r interpretation, 
and , in particular , with skill of understand­
i ng the d y namic development of the s y stems 
whose part he had become. Those systems 
a re no longer a simp l e chain of causes and 
e f fects, but a conglomerat e of many variables 
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or relationships, reciprocally joined by what 
is technically called feedback loops. From 
this short description of Forrester ' s thesis 
emerges the usefulness of his method in re­
search of the world systems. He tested hi s 
methodology on simplier systems that func­
tioned on the same dynamic principle. They 
were the systems of great corporations and 
municipal complexes of the USA. There were 
many interesting observations made by him 
during these tests. It appeared, for example, 
that when in the complicated dynamic systems 
- in order to solve any specific problem -
a fully competent man with good will makes 
a decision, it often leads to results con­
trary to the one expected. On this charac ­
teristic Forres ter based the principle of 
specific counter intuitive 
behavior of social systems. 

From here , o nly one step t o typifying 
a tool which will be used in Forrester's 
method - a computer model. In this place 
it would be worthwhile to realize , that 
all our decisions, in our private as well 
as in public life , are always made on the 
basis of the models that are built up by 
ourselves. They are, of course, models 
created in our brain and constructed on 
the understanding of a definite chain of 
causes and effects which our limited in­
dividual imagination dictates. The , as if 
by complusion, individual relationships of 
causes and effects, chosen by us , are never 
able to comprise complicated situations 
that are in constant move and development. 
And, this is why the basic element of all 
our decisions are our personal experience 
and intuition . 
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The logical consequence of the above 
statement is a fact of enormous weight: 
even a comparatively simple computer model 
for researching the dynamics systems is a 
too l much more perfect, than human brain. 
It doesn't mean that we must accept blindly 
all the results of the computer calculations. 
But , we may see, that a prototypical compu­
ter model built by Dennis Meadow, which is 
the base of the First Report - "The Limits 
of Growth", comprising only several hundred 
aggregates, is a great step forward, in com­
parison with the limited ability of the 
human brain. The works of Pestel and Mesar­
ovic looked at from this standpoint, are 
gigantic: t here are about 100,000 rela­
tionships stored in their computer. It is 
important to realize too, that the theore­
tical assumptions of Forrester are the base 
o f both reports. 

The Limits to Growth 

We must state that this simple title of 
Meadow's report expresses in full the quin­
tessence of his research. 

In the disputes on the crisis of the 
c ontemporary world we often hear the argu­
ment that many different crises known 
through history, had, at the end , passed 
away, so that any excessive pessimism is 
completely out of order. On the surface, 
is is a logica l and historically justified 
argument ... but only on the surface. Our 
present days are c haracter ized by the un­
known at any time in the pasts c a 1 e of 
proj ects and problems and the speed 
with which all changes happen. Here lies 
the essence of a special different charac­
ter of our days. 
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In order to understand the consequences 
of this state of affairs, let us stop for a 
moment at the well known mathematic formula 
of so called exponentiaZ growth . This for­
mula is applied in all cases of investment 
of capital at a definite interest, assuming 
that the interest is always added to a 
principal sum. It is intere7tin~ , ~hat al l 
of us have something to do with it in our 
daily life, but very rarely, we think about 
the consequences of its work from a far 
distant perspective. So much less, we are 
prepared to observe its work in relation to 
great numbers, in a 7cale of ~orld event7. 
For seizing the meaning of this formula it 
is worth while to think in terms of do u -
b 1 in g the principal sum. Examples: 
An investment at 7 percent annually doubles 
during 10 years. At 10 percent - during 7 
years, according to simple equation - . 
d: 70 ~ p , where dis a cycle of doubling 
and p - annual interest. 

The intended size of this article does­
n't permit me to introduce to the reader ~ven 
superficially the principles of construction 
of Meadow's (or of Pestel/Mesarovic) model. 
But this is unimportant for understanding 
the results of their research. What is im­
portant , is to look at the problems through 
the prism of doubling the cycles. Only 
then we may realize the frightening effects 
of this phonomenon. Let's illustrate it on 
the examples of population growth and the 
rate o f raw materials exploitation. 

In 1600, the population of our globe 
was SOO million . The doubling of this num­
ber took 200 years, to the year 1810. 
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The percent of growth was increasing con­
stantly and the next doubling cycle lasted 
only 120 years: in 1930 the world popula­
tion was 2 billion . The next doubling 
cycle is much shorter. This year , that 
means after 45 years, the population will be 
fou r billion. At the present rate of growth 
which is 2% annually, the next doubling 
cycle will shorten to 35 years ! It isn ' t 
diff icult to realize the frightening con­
sequences of all this. If we wanted to s us­
tain the standard of living of a ll nations 
of the world on the l e vel of 1 975 - we 
wo uld need during o n l y 35 ye ar s , to double 
t he number of r oads, hospitals, schoo l s, 
ho uces, j o bs, etc. , etc., not to mention 
the postulate of improving the prese nt ex­
i sting conditions . 

Analogous is the quest ion of exp loita­
t ion of world raw materials. Let's take 
the example of al1.1.c~inum. Acco r ding to the 
USA statis t ic s of 1970 the kno~n resources 
o f thi s mineral were 1.17 x 10 t ons. At 
the observed 6 .4% rate of con s umption these 
resources will last only 31 years. Indeed , 
it is difficult to visualize the dynamics 
o f exp on entia i growth . Assuming, that as a 
r esult of further exploration, the aluminum 
r e sources will grow 5 times this will provide 
the world with aluminum f or 24 years long-
e r which means for 55 years instead for 31! 
we 'assumed that the rate of comsumption of 
aluminum wil l be sustained . It, fu r ther 
means, that the doubling o f demand will 
occur every 10 - 12 years period. 

The same phenomenon lies a t the base 
the present e nergy crisis, in particul'7r , 
b lackmail committed by the Arab countries 
against the USA (as only thi s addressee 
counts on the check - board of powe r 
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polit ics). The rate of growth of world 
demand for energy (oil - holds first place) 
is 5% annual ly. Thi s means the doubling 
of demand ever y 14 years. In 1960, the 
USA was not only self-sufficient in oil, 
but even could export certain amounts o f it. 
Hardly 13 years later, in 1973, the USA be­
came dependent on imported oil to the ext ent 
of 30%! We wonder often , why the Arabs, had 
hardly l 1/2 years ago begun their threats 
of cutting the oil supp l ies, and why they 
did not use this power much earlier? Fact 
i s , that the conditions for using this kind 
of blackmail came to light very recently -
proving how fast the doubling o f great num­
bers dominated by exponential g rowth appear. 

Corning back to the studies of MIT , 
they covered 5 main parameters of the world 
system: Population, capital, food, nonrenew­
able natural resources and pol lution o f 
environment . The study proved , that all 
these parameters increase at the rate of 
exponential gr owth and , that the effects of 
their increase are being felt in all sectors 
of world system. The slowing down of the in­
crease in one sector, by no means, solves 
the problem . Of course, the basic question 
is the population growth. No need to discuss 
it wider. But, it is important to note 
that the postulate of bringing down the 
population growth to zero isn ' t limited to 
the Third World countr ies onl y. It is true, 
that the rate of population growth in thes e 
countries is highest and it creat es an ob­
stacle for rising the standard o f l iving 
there . But, from t he standpoint of wor l d 
raw materials r e source s consumption the 
lowering of population growth in the indus 
tr ialized countries is much more important: 
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each inhabitant o f these countries consumes 
several times more raw materials, than each 
inhabitant of the poor countries. 

Adding up, t he report o f MIT points 
o ut the global limit s to growth and postu­
lates diminishing of growth and change of 
its course. Also , it predicts, that should 
the pres ent course be continued, the world 
will face a catastrophe , probably before 
the end o f a hundred years. 

It is very characteristic, that from 
the view point of the d i scusse d problems , 
there is no real difference between Capit­
alistic and Communistic industrialized coun­
tries. In both, the postulate of maximal 
rise of gross national product (GNP) lies at 
the base of economic systems, and is on the 
pedestal of the highest aspirations of na­
tions and individuals. We are far, that' s 
for certain, from an attempt to deny the 
citizens of peoples republics the r ight of 
having a refrige rator, washing-machine, or 
c ar. But, on the other hand, we can easily 
discover the tragic results of human ambi­
tions concentrated on rising the material­
istic wealth in the western countries. This, 
of course, resul ts from the pr i nciples of 
Cap italism in wh ich human meeds are con­
stantly and artif icially created , in o r der 
to keep the production of materialistic 
goods on the high gear. 

The MIT postulate of lessening the 
race for the GNP growth doe sn't, at all, 
mean a restraint on economic progress. One 
c an easily imagine, f o r example, the switch 
o f economic activities from the sector of 
production to a sector of services. 
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In closing the discussion o n the repo rt 
,f Profe ssor Meadow , I would l i ke to add, 

~ha~ ~e stressed the perma nent , and growing 
d i v is 7on b e tween the rich and poo r count ri e s ; 
t hat i n t he global s y stem t o which we a ll 
oel ong, th i s p r ocess c anno t e xi s t f orever · 
t ha t more sharing o f all r i c he s and reso~r­
c es o f t h e world is ne cessary . In a l l , it 
means the s hifting a g r eat par t o f cap ita l, 
e tc ., f rom the indus t riali zed t o the under­
deve l oped countries . The i n creas e of stand­
ard of l iving in t he l a tte r will be c onnect­
ed with decreas e in t h e forme r . 

The next phase 

The publ ishing o f the MIT report i n 
March 1972 wa s the beginning of intensive 
a ctivitie s o f the Club of Rome . Even bef o r e 
the a ppearance i n print o f "The Limits t o 
Gr o wth", the r e sults o f MIT studi es we re 
i nt r o duced o n t he , for t h is purpose organ i ­
zed , two confer ences in Moscow and Rio de 
J a ne iro. The inten tion of p r esent i n g the 
repo: t to both b l o c s , was a warning, t h a t 
t he importance o f the p r obl e ms i s far 
b7yond the borde r s o f any pol i tic a l d ivi­
s ions of t he c ont epor a r y wo rld . We a ll 
~r 7 the p assen g er s o n the same ship , a nd 
J oined by the tie s o f a c ompl ete i nterd e pen ­
denc e. Howev e r t r u e a nd impor t ant t his s t a te­
ment is , the r e i s no need t o p r ove , h ow 
fa r a l l thi s is from be ing recognized by the 
world ' s political l eaders! 

. No_ doubt, t he MI T r e po rt ma d e a g r e a t 
i mp r e s s i o n on all a nd create d a s hock all 
over . t h e wo rld . Man y justif ied crit iques 
and rema rk7 notwi ths tanding, the report ha s 
be e n the first scie ntific diagno sis o f the 
world ' s serious s i c knes s , and i ts bas i c 
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t hesis will be dif f icult to upse t . In d i f ­
feren t countr i es the local organi zations 
~egan to a c t, undertaki ng t he t ask o f study-
7ng f urther t h e probl ematique, in par t icular 
i ts _c ons e qu7nc7s _i n relat i on to geographical 
regions of i ndividual countries. In Japan 
and Ho lland - countries wher e , becau se of 
t he high d ensity o f popula tion, t he s ymptoms 
of t he c r is i s are part icular ly s trongly 
felt, t hi s activi t y - finding t he alterna ­
tiv es , has grown in force. The Du tch e d i­
t i <;> n of '_'The Limits to Gr owth" ha s bee n pu­
b l i s h ed i n several hundr ed thous a nd copie s 

symptomatic f or t he country of 1 2 million 
i nhabi t ant s . A specia l team o f special ists 
made an e v a luation of Holland ' s futur e i n 
t he cont ext of the wor l d crisis, and i ntro­
d uced concre t e a lte rnatives of devel opme nt 
i n a b r o chure "The Wo r k for t he Futu r e" (4). 
Local groups of the Club o f Rome were a l so 
o rganized in the cou ntr i es that a re in com­
parative l y bett er s i tuat i on , such as Canad a 
a nd Aust r a l ia wher e soon will appe ar "Aus t ­
r a l ia Tomorrow" ( 5 ) a nd , a t last , i n Vi enna 
i n 1 9 7 3 , there c ame i nto exi stence a sc ien­
t ific i n stitute " The I nter national Institute 
f or Applied Sy stems Analysis " ( 6) . It em­
braces special ists from a ll over t he wor l d 
a nd a ll s cien t if ic fi e l d s . It is l ed, in 
t u rn , by t he del e gates of the USA a nd the 
USSR. On i ts fo rum, f o r the fi rs t t i me be­
f ore the p ub l i cation of "Ma nkind at the 
Tu rni ng Po i nt ", the results o f Pestel and 
Me sarovic r e search wer e introduced a nd d i s ­
pu t ed upon . It would seem, that, though, 
s lowly, the outline of internationa l c ooper­
a tion and structural base for curing the 
wo rld's sickness, are cre ated. No doubt , i t 
is true, but is this process not too slow, 
no t foreclosing in advance eventual actio n? 
The r ace with time is the esse nce of the Club 
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of Rome dilemma, of its fr ustrations, a t whose 
base lie, simply . • . the cent uries old charac­
teristics of human nature. 

And , perhaps it is better to bury one's head 
in the sand. 

Along with th~ phenomenon of popularizing 
on a large scale the disputed problems, we may 
observe some tendencies to trifle with , or t o 
disqual ify the results of MIT research. Al­
though , at some points, they t ook the form 
of realistic critiq ue, in fact , and o ft en the 
authors of the report were conf r onted with 
accusations that were far from the truth and 
in many instances prov ed that the critics , 
simply , did no t know the text of the report . 
Moreover , there were many signs that a great 
part of the public opinion decided to r eject 
the report' s conclusions s imply bP.cause .. . i t 
is easier, much easier to put one's head in 
the sand. 

From the research on the results of per ­
manent production of materialistic wealth, 
there, of course , emerged a postulate, that 
the GNP idol shou ld be taken down from the 
e conomy altar. It has been pointed out, that 
the countries of the Third World shouldn't 
blindly follow the ste ps of industri~lized 
countries and repeat mistakes which led to an 
unbalanced ecol ogy, etc. From t his, the 
Third World countries concluded, that the 
whole problematique defined by the Club of 
Rome, its efforts and proposals, intend to 
keep the rich countries i n their privi leged 
position and to block the development of t he 
poor . In this manner, the latter will never 
have a chance for reaching even in part the 
economic level of the former . This posi ­
tion has been strongly demonstrated on the 
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for um at the 1,1orld Conference on Environment 
Protection, organized by the UNO in Stock­
holm in 1973. The delegates of the poor 
countries almost unanimously stated that 
the who le probl em of ecological crisis had 
been cooked up by the rich countries . Only 
t h e s pecial efforts of the conference or­
ganizers saved it from a c ompl e te fiasco. 
The fi nal resolution had, at its best, a 
dec larative character and didn't, in fact, 
c reate any basis f or a concrete ac tion . Such 
i n s hort, was a platform of critiqu e chosen 
by this group of opponents. 

As far as the people whose position 
wo uld have the g reatest influence in start-
i ng any positive action are concerned -
po liticians, statesmen , the leaders of the 
Wes t ern world , not to mention the Communistic 
b loc , they ... simply did not take any position . 
We may, with only a little exaggeration, 
s ta t e , that the conspiracy of silence has 
t aken the p roblematiq ue as a p r overbial taboo. 
The fact, that many nations created the de­
par tments of environment protection and began 
to penalize for its pollutio n, doesn't mean, 
o f course, that the definite s t eps have been 
made . We cannot treat then even as some half­
measures, because t h e problems are much more 
i mportant, many-sided and demand action on a 
c ompletely different scale. But, for record, 
we may add, that even in the region of en­
v ironmental protection , meaning in the easies t 
a spect, there cannot be noted any r eal a chieve­
me nt . We pass by the small "victo r ies " on 
some local fronts. 

In all, with not too many exceptions , 
our leaders ignore the diagnoses that emerge 
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from the Club of Rome works. We may, how­
ever, speculate, that the ignorance of the 
western politicians result s from their fear 
of the voters' reaction toward advocating 
unpopular steps; that our leaders are in­
terested in the current problems which do 
not extend, generally, beyond 3 or 4 years 
of their mandates. We leave the assumption 
why similar position has been taken by the 
Kremlin for the sovietologists to solve. 
But the fact is that the leaders of both 
blocs, in this respect, show surprising un­
animity. Since we talk about the voters, 
we must admit that they don't, in the least, 
cooperate in easing the problems. When in 
1972, Mansholt spoke on the problem of 
slowing down the mad race for accumulation 
of the wealth in the West, the French Left 
accused him o f representing the interest of 
Capitalists and of acting against working 
class (Fragments NOl/7, August 1974 - Ed­
itor's post script). 

What now? 

Meantime in the framework of the pro­
gram for further studies, the teams of 
specialists, working in particular fields, 
endeavored to perfect the method , to widen 
the numerical base for obtaining more pre­
cise results. We cannot , in this article, 
even begin to enumerate all conducted works . 

Facing the indifference of politicians 
and statesmen, the Club of Rome organized a 
special meeting in Salzburg, in Feb. 1974. 
The main objective of the meeting was a dis­
pute on the necessity of joint action for a 
new "globa l responsibility" and preparation 
of unified global strategy. Only the unified 
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effort of all countries may save the world 
from the apocaliptic catastrophe. Not coun­
ting the Chancellor of Austria, Kreitzky, 
who was the host of the meeting, there parti­
cipated the premiers of Holland , Sweden and 
Canada and the leaders of Tunesia, Senegal , 
Switzerland, Mexico and others. The member­
s hip has been limited, in purpoe, only t o 
the smaller countries: Delegates of both 
s uper-powers, and also of France, Japan, 
Great Britian, Germany and Italy, have only 
been notified about the conf e rence. Pe rhap s 
in order to avoid refusal of the invitation, 
it has been the most skillful handling of 
the matter. Very characteristic is the fact, 
that the reviews of the confe rence in Salz­
burg appeared in a small format on the far, 
inside pages of the leading European papers. 
Their headlines and front pages must have 
been reserved for the more important news, 
s uch as local strikes, a kidnap of a mil­
lionaire 's daughter, etc. 

The last event of the Club of Rome 
activities was an annual international con­
fe rence, this time in West Berlin, in Oct. 
1974. The most impor t ant problem before it 
was introduction to t he public the Pestel and 
Mesarovic report . There was continuing 
s tress on the necessity for the fundamental 
change in international relations and obtain­
i ng a unity needed for the solution of the 
predicament of mankind. Either, there were 
more voices demanding , that not the physical 
limits, but the socio- political and inter­
national obstacles , may , in the last count, 
become the cause of the catastrophe . There 
is no question that a man is able to stop 
t he blind , with incr easing speed running 
tra in. Will he do i t? 
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What's new in the re ort of Pestel and Mesarovi 

Firstly, they perfected the computer 
model and used in their research a great 
number of variables. Secondly, they didn't 
treat the world as one uniform entity, but 
divided it into groups of countries that 
are in a similar stage of development and 
have similar problems. And lastly, they 
introduced in the method of studies, the 
options for us, by experimenting with a 
certain number of variants (scenarios) in 
specific courses of action. 

The "Mankind at the Turning Point" 
attempts to introduce to us the concrete, 
constructive (though, perhaps unrealistic? ) 
propositions of solutions. Pointing and 
constantly stressing the interdependence o f 
the world nations, it calls for the resig­
nation from nationalistic aspirations not 
in the name of altruism, but one's own inte r ­
e st and need. It puts , as a leading ques­
tion, the need for mass shifting of wealth 
from the rich to the poor countries. 

In general, however, it confirms the 
conclusions of MIT work from 3 years before . 
Confronting us with concrete propositions, 
Pestel and Mesarovic call for action . Only 
in this sense, their report may be consider ­
ed as optimistic. In the preface to their 
book they resume their conclusions: 

We believe that unless the issues 
treated in this book are mastered, 
there will be no disarmament of 
spirit and arms, and the disparitions 
in the world will eventually drive 
mankind over the brink into a final 
destruction. 
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Poland's participation 

Poland has taken part in the activities 
of the Club of Rome for several years. The 
members of the club are Pajestka and Shaff. 
Prof. Kalinowski represents Poland in the 
Committee of the Vienna Institute. Polish 
Economic Publications published translation 
of "The Limits to Growth". 

Where the term homo sapiens came from 

Is a man able to rise over his innate 
egoism' and greediness? Whether, facing the 
greatest crisis of mankind - "The last judge­
me nt on the Earth" - he will find heart for 
nec7ssarr compromise? Is there a hope for 
res ignation from national aspirations on 
behalf of the global international community? 
Can we sacrifice our short term, immediate 
i nterests for future long term equilibrium? 
I t would seem to appear, that all of us have 
a t. heart the well-being of our children; in 
thi s sense, .every generation should be deeply 
i nterested in the fate of the next. But is 
i t indeed? Shall we avoid nuclear sucid~? 
Shall we be able to work out the principle 
o f new ethics? All this in the name of man­
k i nd's survival? 

It is difficult today to find a wise-man 
who can answer there questions. The only 
exception is ... Adam Shaff. As a chairman of 
one of the conferences of the Club of Rome in 
Berlin, he proposed the solution to all pro­
blems by applying ..... Marx doctrine! 

Sydney, Jan., 1975 Jerzy Boniecki 
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For years, every Thursday, I have bought 
The Listener . It is the BBC's weekly maga­
zine which publishes its best and most in­
teresting articles, putting in print all that 
was said over the microphone in different 
broadcasts of the BBC. 

Th e Li sten er never recalls or corrects 
anything - because the BBC never reports 
any news that hasn't been checked at least 
by 3 different independent sources. Owing 
to this method and tradition of the highest 
class of news reporting, the BBC enjoys the 
e xceptional respect of its listeners in 
Great Britain and abroad. 

The facts and figures that are used 
below are taken from the article "Vladivos­
t ok and the Will for Power" written by Law­
r ence Martin (The Li s ten er , Feb. 27, '75). 

One could summarize this article in 
o ne sentence: The Soviets maintain the dia­
log and diplomacy of summit conferences and, 
a t the same time act with full vigor in a 
direction completely contrasting with the 
s pirit of det ent e spending on strategic nu­
c lear arsenal 150% more than the USA. 

Are these gigantic expenditures going 
to bring any conrete political dividends? 
Martin justly observes that the West, Ame­
r ica in particular, wouldn't meekly accept 
the presence of the Russian fleet - lite­
r ally anywhere - if behind this flee t were 
not p resent the 2nd, or perhaps the 1st nu­
c lear power of the world. 
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The soviets helped the oil producing coun­
tries to stiffen their bargaining po si~ion . 
They also supported the Arabs, and during the 
war in 1973, moved the nuclear warheads to 
Egypt . 

S i nce I haven't heard anything on this 
matter in any o ther sources let me quote 
the Liste ner: " ... now apparently confirmed 
Sovie t mo v ement of nuc lear warheads to 
Egypt d uring that war .. . " 

A precedence is mos t difficult to find 
in any situation. If the Soviets did it 
once t here is no reason to suppose that 
they ' won ' t do it again in a similar situation. 
If the y had armed the Egyptians with nuclear 
warheads , there is no reason to doubt that 
they wi ll a rm the befriended Sy rian s with 
them too. The matter has a special accent 
when one considers that Syria and the PLO 
(Palestinian Liberation Or ganization) intend 
to c reate a joint military command . 

It isn't known what had happened wi th 
the nuclear warheads delivered by Russians 
to Egypt in 1973 war. Have they been re: 
turned to the Soviets, or do they stay hid­
den somewhere in the Egyptian silos? 

At the time of writing these words 
(mid-April) Cambodia is dying and the situ­
ation in South Vietnam is hopeless. And in 
the USA, the Congress refuses aid to Cambodia . 
We watch now on TV the agony of Phnom Penh, 
the stampede of frightened people, piles of 
dead crowds of tattered and hungry children, 
and ~vercrowed hospitals. Does it occur to 
any American senator to think, that the 
European partners of America, watching the 
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tragedy of Cambodia may think: this is fate 
waiting for us when one day Russian tanks 
start to move. If the USA is not willing to 
help its Asian allies - what assurance is 
there that in the case of danger it will help 
us? 

But each coin has its 2 sides. So, the 
European-American relations have their two 
sides too. Th e Guardi a n is right assuming 
that the source of the present American isola­
t ionism lies in the Vietnam complex . This i­
solat ionism is expressed in a popular , though 
vulgar , saying: "If the sons of the bitche s 
don 't want us a s wo r Zd poZicemen - why don ' t 
we s a ve a buc k or t wo ?" 

On Vietnam and, similarly , on Wate rgate, 
there were thousands of articles a nd hundreds 
of books written. But the majority of au­
thors have missed the basic aspect of the 
Vie tnam complex. Aggressive Communism is an 
enemy of all of us. The goal of NATO is not 
a collective defense against Japan or Ger­
many, but against aggressive Communism. 

During the Vietnam war, Americans - those 
who were pro-war, as well as those who were 
decidedly against it - felt and feel even now, 
tha t during these bloody struggles they were 
abandoned by their allies who hadn't offered 
America anything but a critique often unjust 
and always venomous . 

I'm not and I never was an admirer of Dr. 
Kissinger's foreign politics. Neither am I 
inclined to believe, that the summit confe­
rence in Vladivostok was a success from the 
standpoint of American interests. Annoying 
must be the attitude of the Secretary of Sta­
te who at a certain moment burst out: "What 
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i n the name o f Go d is super i o rity ?" 

Not l ong a go super iority was a c lear cut 
a nd p recise term . Superiority meant that 
America exc e lled the Soviets i n ever y area, 
in partic ular in nuclear c a pacity. Today, 
after SALT I a nd after SALT I I - the t e r m 
superiority h as l o st i ts o rig inal me aning , 
mainly b ecause it is impossib le to compa r e 
the "equal " catf'!gories of a t omic weapons. 
It seems to me , that the most objective i ndex 
in this matter is the figures of defense bud­
gets . During the per iod of the const a n t cur­
tai l ing of the American def ense b udget, t he 
Soviets' defense budget increased 20-25 per­
cent. The Soviets spertd 15 0 % more on their 
nuclear arsenal than America does. 

It is well known that in today's recession, 
unemployment and other signs of economic de­
pression, are universal. But, we don't rea­
lize the fact that the social reactions to 
those signs must be deeper in rich America 
than in other countries. Let's take a s an 
example unemployment. England has about 
800,000 unemployed out of total population 
of 50 mill ion. unemployment as a problem 
stays permanently o n the pages of the Bri­
tish press because Britishers thi nk that 
unemployment higher than 1/2 million is a 
catastrophe. 

In California, which Americans and 
Europeans as well, for decades have called 
the garden o f Eden of the Earth, unemployment 
.i.s 10%. The same 10% unemployment in England 
would mean 3 million people withou t work. A 
British government which wou l d a l low t hi s 
scale of u nempl oyment to occur, wouldn't s tay 
in power for even one month. 
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. In t h e_p:es ent economi c s itua t i on i t 
is not s ur~ri s 7n g_ t hat t he Congress of t h e 
USA f o ~nd it diff7cult to give more aid to 
Cambodia a n ~ S. v7etnam - because the help 
shoul d be g iven f irstly to millio n s o f Ame­
ricans who have no work. The isolationis­
t7c slogan that foreign politics is impos­
sible and un~ecessary, is, of course , non­
s~nse. Foreign politics is not only pos­
s7ble but necessary, but no doubt, it demands 
g igantic sum~. World foreign politics is 
~ costly business and carries a risk of 
~nvolveme~t . The Americans, after the Viet­
nam experience, are afraid of being invol­
ved. The polls of public opinion have shown 
t hat over 70% of the Americans don't wish 
to be_involved. Both houses of Congress, 
1~ this case, reflect the opinion and con­
viction of a large sector of American cit­
izenry. 

The article of Martin in The Listener 
has the title: "Vladivo stok and the Will 
fo r Power." It seems to me, that the will 
fo r power . was in the past a base for poli­
~ical action of any world power. Either, 
it seems to me, it would be a mistake to 
s7arch for the cause of the atrophy of the 
w~z z for p ower in the growing number of un­
employed or in the energy crisis that is 
one of the signs of universal economic 
cris is. 

Despite the c r isis, America is enor­
mously rich and would be abl e to fight 
Communi sm in Cambodia and Vietnam with 
money and military-technical he l p. 

The Soviet impe rial i s m which ha s 
'_'pl e nty of will power " stands on the same 
i deo logy in whose na me the Communists of 
Portuga l , Vietnam a nd Khmer Rouge in 
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Cambodia fight. 

There was a time that even America had 
world ideology. There was a time when .Pre­
sident Kennedy dec lared that the USA will 
give any kind of h e lp to everr oppressed na­
tion which decides to defend its freedom and 
independence. 

The atrophy of the "wi ll for. power " in 
America is a complicated prob l em. The Con­
gress refuses aid for Cambodia and S . Viet­
nam not because there 1s no money, but be­
cause t he o ld scale of evalua tion ha s lost 
its drive. Since Kennedy's times there 
has been a change of social and ideologi­
cal c limate. 

In Cambodia, Vietnam, the Middle East 
and in certain European countries such as 
Portugal, we witness the greates t retreat_ 
of America in her history. One of the Bri­
tish military commentators expressed his 
opinion that this retreat is comparable 
only to the retreat of Napoleon from Moscow. 

It is difficult not to be pessimistic 
in the appraisal of the mass strategic re­
treat of America. On March 27, the press 
agencies reported that ~ccordi~g t o the 
latest estimate of p ublic opinion, the 
American Public is against involvement of 
the USA in Indochina, the Middle East and 
Europe. The Americans would go to war only 
and exclusively to defend Canada . 

From the politics of Dr. Kissinger 
nothing is l eft but ..• detente - of course, 
if one believes in that charade. Person­
ally, I don't bel i eve in d e tente but 
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I don't l o se my trust in America. No t to 
believe in America would be equal to dis­
believing in the Free World. 

II 

In t he March is sue of Ku ltura there ap­
peared a very interesting and important art­
icle of J erzy Boniecki "The Ball on Titanic 
still goes on " (Fragments, Vol. 2/6). 

This article is an exampl e of a clear 
and logical presentation o f the complicated 
and difficulf prob l ems, without any deform­
a tions and populari zi ng simplifications. 

From the group of probl ems that are tied 
up together and reciprocally affecting each 
o ther , I'm chasing the problem of growth be­
cause I wrote on this subject many times be­
fore. 

The best way of illustrating the problem 
of growth , which, as I stressed, is a "sacred 
cow " of Capitalism, is by comparing the pop­
ulation growth figures. 

In 1600 the global population was 500 
mi llion . Doubling this fi gure took about 
30 0 years. The next doubling period lasted 
120 years. The doubling period following 
th is was again much shorter. This year, af-, 
ter only an elapse of 45 years, the global 
population will be 4 billions. 

If the population growth continues to 
increase at the present ra te of 2% annually, 
the doubling period will shorten to 35 years. 
In other words, in the first decade of XXI 
century this g lobe of ours will be inhabited 
8 billion people. 
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The works and studies quoted by Boniecki, 
especially "The Limits to Growth," have shown 
that the global system is governed by an in­
terdependence of everything_and everybo~y, so 
that decreasing the growth in one area is not 
enough; we must do it in all sectors of the 
global system: population, capital, food, 
raw materials, pollution, etc. 

There is no basic difference in these 
issues between the capitalistic and communis­
tic countries. In both, the economic growth 
is measured by the GNP - an idol to which 
everybody prays. 

I'm convinced, that the authors quoted 
by Boniecki are right in concluding that the 
rate of growth in every sector of the global 
system must be decreased and simoultaneously 
there must be a change in the direction of 
the growth. 

What Boniecki doesn't mention is, that 
if the quoted authors are on right track -
the Western world needs a changed culture 
and a new and different social philosophy. 
The existing philosophy of progress, based 
on the assumption that the majority of pro­
cesses and changes is always leading to a 
b etter life, became a base for not only li­
beral but also for socialistic thinking. The 
industrial revolution, the successive stages 
of the workers' fight, all have been pointing 
to the unbreakable chain of progress and 
conclusion that the social evolution devel­
ops along a proper line. 

Professor Zbigniew Brzezinski, who con­
demned "The Limits to Growth" as the pe s simis· 
tic manifesto , in one of his works, called om 
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attention to a cultural crisis, especially 
in the USA. 

Of course, progress must not necessar­
ily mean the pillaging of natural resources 
i n the name of fast economic growth. But, 
accepting as an ideal a zero, or greatly re­
duced economic growth, we must resign our­
selves to accept fewer luxur ies of our lifes . 

The central social idea of today's 
West is equality expressed by a just share 
in national wealth. This equality is not 
s tatic. Several days ago , one of the leaders 
of the British Trade Unions - in a r adio au­
dition - stated that we should build up En­
gland which would be able to produce more, 
export more , and pay ever increasing wages to 
the laborer. 

We shouldn't be surprised at it. The 
fi rs t phase of the industrial and technolo­
g ical revolution that lasted to the end of 
the 2nd lvorld War, brought enormous profits 
to capitalists and minimal gains to the work­
ing class. Not until after the war, the La­
bor Party government and socialist govern­
ments in other European countries brought 
radical changes in the situation. The indus­
trial workers - miners for example - are com­
paratively better paid so that it would be 
extremely difficult to sell to them the con­
cept of zero economic growth. 

And here lies the reason why the Pro­
blematique Boniecki writes about is in the 
hands of scientists and intellectuals and 
no t of polit ician£ . Any politician who 
would include theses of "The Limits to 
Growth" in his political platform wouldn't 
be e lected either to the Parliament or to the 
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Congress of the USA. 

The American unemployed, or a worker 
threa~ened by unemployment, lives in hope 
that in a year or so the recession will end 
the factories will start running "full ahead• 
unemployment will be reduced to a minimum and 
wages will increase. Who may wonder that 8 
million unemployed in the USA think this way? 

. _The 7ociol?gists and economists, spe­
cialists in environment pollution, themselves 
alone, cannot change anything. The large 

7cale process of r~-orientation of society 
is necessary. It isn 't enough that some 
groups of scientists and intellectuals stop 
to pray to the idol of GNP. The cult of the 
GNP whi~h expresses conviction that money is 
~ sol~tion to all problems, is a philosophy 
in which many generations of the industrial 
West lived. That philosophy would have to 
be discredited in the eyes of men. The 
program of re-education of youth ana univer­
sity students would have to be created. Who 
would pay for it? Surely, not those who like 
Prof. Brzezinski think that "The Limits to 
Growth" is a pessimistic manifesto. What's 
worse, is, that to this category of people 
belong a majority of the USA Congress. 

Where is an escape? If the authors of 
the works discus7ed by Boniecki were right, 
then the facts will confirm their theoretical 
conclusions. The fac~s will convince every­
body . . The pronunciation of facts is beyond 
a~y dispute. But often, when the facts be­
gin to talk, there is no time for changing 
the course of events. Let's hope that this 
won't happen. 
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III 

In this complicated contemporary world 
- on the far edge - is Poland. Poland may 
be compared with au-boat that has for 
th7 time being, enough oxygen and food sup­
plies, but whose mechanism for surfacing is 
dainaged . 

The Polish Peoples Repuhlic is, and 
a t the same time, is not a State. Sover­
e ignty in the classic sense in the case of 
Po land doesn't play any important role. In 
Europe, none of the states has a classic 
s overeignty. A state doesn't need to be 
1 00% sovereign , but the people must have 
t he constitutional rights of expre ssing 
t heir will . European Community nations , 
s igning the Rome Treaty resigned p a rtly 
f rom their sovereignty, nonetheles s , the 
French , German, or English peoples have the 
c onstitutio nal rights of making the ir de­
c isions. 

But, let me at this point say a few 
wo rds about public opinion. In the Peo-
p l e s Republic of Poland there is no public 
op inion - as we know it in the West. Public 
op inio n is powerful whe ri there are independent 
mass communication media. But, it would be 
a mistake to think that without the indepen­
dent media there cannot be an authentic pub­
lic opinion. Independent public opinion is 
c reated by the independently thinking people, 
Wherever there is a lack of independently thin­
ki ng people, there is no public opinion. 

Only a man who is informed, meaning a 
ma n who can see the difference between the 
seed and chaff, can think independently. In 
contemporary Poland, an intelligent man has 
many difficulties in seeing the truth. The 
t alks with visitors from Poland convinced 

13 



me, that only a small percent of the Polish 
intelligentsia knows the whole truth about 
Yalta, Katyn massacre, e tc. All with whom 
I talked, without any hesitation blame the 
Russians for the Katyn massacre. But o nly a 
mini mal perc ent of them was oriented regard­
ing the evidence on which the accusation of 
Katyn massacre is based. 

Poland is in a mu ch worse economic 
situation that Eng l and. She has very limited 
possibilities for borrowing capital from 
abroad, and real wages of Polish workers don 't 
incr ease, but to the contrar y - decrease. 

We don't want to prognost ici ze; we don't 
wish the Polish people have any crisis; we 
only state, that if the crisis deepens, if 
this year's crop of grain and potatoes fails , 
the consequences of recession in Po land will 
be deeper and more difficult to handle than 
in France, or England. 

The intelligentsia of the present Poland 
has no illusion and knows that it will never 
step forth in mass, never organize any big 
manifestat ions, not to mention a strike . From 
its side comes always a pathetic and rhetori c 
question: What can we do? 

The answer is: No t much. The influenc e 
of intelligentsia on working class is almost 
non-existing. Inte lligentsia must recognize 
t he workers as the most powerful social f orce, 
and must get their total support. It c an be 
done on l y by solidarity with workers in cri­
tical moments. In 1968, the univer si ties were 
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a t a boiling point . But in December 1970, 
when the worker s ' blood was s hed in the nor­
thern provinces, the students quietly and 
meekly went home for Christmas vacations. 

From my conversations with visitors 
from Poland, I concluded, that there are 
two Polands. One, the Peopl es Republic, 
official and belonging to the Par ty. And 
another, an incomparatively smaller Poland 
of peopl e who would like to have independent 
free e l ectio ns, Democracy, etc. The Poles 
of both Polands hate Russia and Russians -
thi s is a ll that unites t hem. 

The inter nat iona l situation of Poland 
would be much eas i e r and advantageous if 
Poles were of the black race. Without any 
efforts we would have all the Western world 
on our side. But it woul d be unt rue to con­
sider the color of the skin as a deciding 
e lement in this context. 

What I want to say is, that Pol e s don't 
demand free e lections but the black Rhode­
s ians do (very noisily~ in their country 
a nd elsewhere. In Great Britain, everybody 
knows that there is a Rhodes ian problem, but 
nobody even s upposes that the r e might be the 
Polish probl em. 

The Poli s h prob lem must be shown in the 
international arena. To give life to the 
Po lish problem we must concentrate on one 
undisputable postulate. We cannot, at this 
moment, demand annihilation of Yalta because 
this demand won 't find any understanding 
among for e igners . But we must, loudly and 
stubbornly, demand free P. lections supervised 
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by an international commission. This is a 
postulate that will be understood by every 
Britisher and American. Nobody in the West 
will question the merits of this postulate. 

In the disputes with foreign correspon­
dents the czechoslovaks, always, stubbornly, 
return to the "Prague Spring" of_l968. Pre­
serving their anonymity, they build up in 
the eyes of the West a conviction that th~ 
Czechs and Slovaks are democrats who wait 
impatiently for the ~ext round_of the fi~ht 
for the democratization of their country s 
system. 

In comparison with Czechs and Slovaks 
there is nothing to be heard in the Western 
press about Poles. 

Periodically, many western correspon­
dents visit Warsaw. The job of an act ive 
member of the Polish intelligentsia_should 
be getting in touch with them and giving 
them not only the true picture of t~e Po­
lish Peoples Republic, but also to ~nform 
them about the endeavors of _the actively 
thinking section of the Polish society. 

The one percent of intelligentsia that 
thinks honestly and courageously, should 
incorporate the idea of union with labo~ers. 
should that not happen, even a very serious 
revolt of workers will be appraised by_the 
west as a manifestation whose purpose is 
only to obtain lower prices of food. Only 
the intelligentsia can give the work~rs' 
manifestation a mark of the real political 
action. 
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IV 

At the time of writing these words (mid­
Apri l) the Communists are 45 kilometers from 
Saigon. How could this happen? When the 
dust settles down - as the English say - it 
seems to me the historian will pas s judge­
ment that the main culprit of disaster were 
c ivilians. When the panic bursts out in one 
vi llage, then in the next neighboring vil­
lages it grows twice as strong. When it 
reaches one town, simultaneously it spreads 
twice as strong in another. Th is is how a 
stampede of refugees is born. A stampede 
which in the last stage of S. Vietnam war 
s ei zed 2 million people. These millions o f 
panic stricken people in towns, villages, at 
the seashores, and, above all, on the roads 
and highway s, made it impossible to regroup 
t he armies, causing their demoralizat ion; 
s trategic towns were left to the enemy with­
out one shot fired. The Americans estimate 
that the S. Vietnamese armies threw away in 
helter skelter run, military equipment val­
ued over $800 million. 

Several years ago I had read an article 
written by a military expert who said, tha~ if 
the Soviet panzer divisions crossed the Rhine 
r iver there would be a panic of s uch dimension 
tha t any military operation would become impos­
s ible to undertake. All the roads would be 
crowded to such extent that from the military 
standpoint they would be non-existing. 

Vietnam confirmed this theory. There 
appeared a new element for considera~ion by the 
mi litary strategists. This element is a panic, 
emotional fear of Communist invasion. An army 
defending a country must have a di~cipl~ned, 
ready to hel p, civilian people on its side. 
But , when the people change into a mad mob of 
mil lions, occupying airports, railways, sea 
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p o rts and highways, the organized defense 
b e come s, simply, impossible. 

The Paris Trea t y of Jan. 1, 1973 - for 
wh i ch Dr. Kissinger and Le Due j o intly r e ­
ceived t h e peace Nobel pr i ze - h a d nothing 
in common e ither with honor, o r v ictory, or 
peace . It saf egua r ded o nly t h e rel e ase o f 
wa r p r i s o n e r s and gav e t h e Communi s ts an 
a ssurance t hat the Amer ican f o r ces would b e 
evacuat ed from Vietnam. Those who insi s ted 
t hat s. Vi e tpamese would be able to s t a nd on 
their own withou t American hel p - mainl y 
without t he support of t he airf orce and n avy 
- either lied , or were deceiving themsel v es . 

President Thieu received an assurance 
from President Nixon, that in the case of a 
new offensive from the North, American bomb­
ers will support the S. Vietnamese forces. 
Nixon was gone and the Congress took a nega­
tive stand in this matter . 

It has been clear from the beginning 
that American concern is no honor, victory, 
but only the extradiction from a troublesome 
situation and safe evacuation of the USA 
forces from Vietnam. 

Hanoi doesn't want to create any kind 
of "coalition government" ins . Vietnam , but 
only a unificat ion of a l l Vietnam under its 
banner. 

On Apri l 1 3 , 1 97 5 China warned Washing­
ton that the help i n equipment or food and 
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evacua tion of c i vil i ans wouldn 't s a ve So uth 
Vietnam f r om Communism who s e victory in all 
Vie t nam i s assured . 

Had President Ford - against the War 
Act Z973 and against public opinion in the 
USA - sent to S . Viet nam an expeditionary 
corps, h e could have today on h i s hand a 
reaction of Peki ng , which very probab l y 
couldn't have been limited to breaking down 
the Sino- Amer ican d etente. 

We shouldn't disregard the fact either 
that the gigantic American retreat from S.E. 
Asia must have been a shocking experience to 
all Asia, including China. This retreat 
must have strengthen the Chinese pro-Soviet 
fraction giving it a new argument : So far, 
nobody has forced the Soviets to any stra­
tegic retreat. Only America pulls out from 
the entire front, not the Soviets. In add­
ition , the pro-Soviet Chinese may argue, 
that the War Powers Act unables the President 
of the USA to undertake any active help to 
the threatened nations of Asia. 

China is governed by o ld men, who, 
according to biological law, will vanish from 
the political life during the next 1 0 - 15 
years. Nobody can guarantee whether the new 
generation of Chinese leaders will not seek 
an agreement with the Soviets, the more, that 
in the vast territories of Asia, not America, 
but the Soviets appear to be the only super­
power. 

The agreement between Peking and Moscow 
would create a n ew g l obal situation. The s o 
called "free wor ld " would shrink to a criti ­
c.al size . It wou l d be i nteresting to know 
whether Wash i ng t on i s p repared for t his eve nt­
ua lity. It is c erta in t hat the Amer ican re-
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treat from Indochina will make the agreement 
between China and the Soviets more probable. 

The defeat of s. Vietnam and Cambodia 
occured during the most difficult time in 
the modern history of the USA. Watergate 
was a Waterloo in the fight between the Pre­
sidency and the Congress. For the first 
time in history a " strong" President, e lect­
e d by the overwhe lming major ity of the voters, 
was forced by the Congress t o resign. Pre­
sident Ford is a son of this unprecedented 
historical USA defeat. The critics of Dr. 
KiRsinger should remember that the Secretary 
of State had l ost his operational base - the 
ompnipotent White House. 

No doubt , during the talks with Hanoi , 
Kissinger made many mistakes . Among them, he 
agreed to permit the stationing of North Viet ­
namese forces in S . Vietnam . At the ime of 
the spring offensive of Communists in Cambo­
dia and Vietnam Kissinger couldn't do any­
thing because there wasn't a ·•strong" presi ­
dent behind him. 

It seems to me too, that the intelli­
gence on the highest level had failed. It 
should have made deep and intensive sociolo­
gica l and economical studies whose -results 
could have provided the proper answers to t he 
questions: Why was Vietnamizatio n a complete 
fiasco? Why was the morale of the N. Viet­
namese soldiers overwhelmingly greater than 
that of S.V. soldiers? This kind o f re­
search undertake n on a large scale would have 
brought to light a strange Vietnamese pheno­
menon: On one side, Communism frightens and 
creates problems of a massive stampede of 
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refugees, and on the o ther, Communism to 
millions Vietnamese is attractive and 
creates t~e ties o f uncomparable loyalty . 
The question why is the Communism attrac ­
tive is one of the basic problems o f our 
times. 

On April 17 , Dr. Kissinger publicly 
announced that "we will never forg e t that 
China and the Soviets were supplying t he 
a rmies which defeated Cambodia and s. Vi et­
nam ," but the ReaZp o Zitics ordered New 
Zea land and Australia t o recognize the fact 
that America has nothing more to say in this 
region of the g lobe and that the evacuation 
of Americans from Indochina was an irrevoca­
ble and complete fac t. 

As rightly observed Churchill after 
Dunkirk - nobody has won a war by evacua­
tions . The Americans suf f ered enormous 
military and poli tical defeat , the meaning 
o f which cannot be hidden of dimini shed. 

In the USA , which went into a stage of 
"licking its wounds," many voices proclaimed 
that 50 thousand American soldiers who died 
in S. Vietnam lost their lives i n vain. I 
have read that even President Ford expressed 
a n opinion which could be interpreted along 
this line. 

We should contradict all these opin ions 
wi th al l our might. The American soldiers 
who had fallen in Vietnam - even is we ac­
cept the fact that they def e nded a corrupted 
regime - were opposing in the battlefields 
the Communist tyranny, the gloomiest tyranny 
known in the history of mankind. Nobody who 
fights against it and nobody who perishes in 
this fight - gives his life in vain. 
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The Fallen American■ in their soldierly 
graves had not seen victory , but defeat. But 
this is no t the last p age either in the 20 0 
year old h i story of the USA, or i n 2 t hou­
sand year o ld h istory of Indochina . 

Cambodia - since the times of Cuba - is 
the first country that has been conqu ered by 
the Communists. Either in this case , or in 
any o t her cases - not excluding E. Europ~ -
communism has been brought by force and is 
kept by force. 

I'm convinced that the danger of Com­
munism's attractiveness is a much greater 
force in Europe than in S.E.Asia. We cannot, 
regretably, exclude the possibility of 
spreading Portugal ' s political inflammation 
to Greece, Spain and Italy. America has 
shown such a great helplessness in dealing 
with the Communist conspiracy in Cambodia 
and Vietnam, that the weakening of American 
influence must have reflected on the "coun­
tries on the brim". The democrats and ant i ­
communists of Portugal, Spain, Greece and 
Italy, must have come to the conclusion 
that America can no longer be considered as 
the greatest anti-Communist force of the 
world. Amer ica is only the greatest non­
Communists force of the world. 

Perhaps along with the changes in 
America there are some changes going on in 
the Soviet Union too? Perhaps anti- Communism 
is not an actuality anymore today and is not 
needed? 

Prof. Z . Br zezinski , an excellent profes­
sional sovieto l ogist , in his work "America an 
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the Triple Cris i s, " wr i t es : Also the r ole of 
the Soviet Union is changing dramatically . 
Ins tead o f being a s ymbol of revolution it is 
today increasingl y t he symbo l o f stability 
and s ocial conservatism in a very t urbulent 
wor Zd . 

From t h e a bov e quo t a tion f rom Professor 
Brzezinski ' s work one wo u ld conclude t hat not 
Kissinger but Brezhnev is the Metternich of 
XX century . " . . . Symbol of stability a nd so­
cial conser vatism in a very turbul ent wor ld." 
It is l i ter a lly beyond my imagination how a 
learned conno i sseur of Communism can make 
such a statement on the second day just af t e r 
the greatest defeat of the USA in Indochina 
where as the result of the Sovie t propaganda 
and supplies of the most modern military e­
quipment - the Communists turned into nothing ­
nes s years of lasting efforts of Americans 
who didn't spare money, material and their 
own blood to stop the red avalanche. If the 
politics of the Soviet Union in Indochina is 
"social conservatism" and " symbol of stability " 
- i t would be very difficult for me not only 
to agree with Brzezinski, but even to try to 
understand the criteria which allowed him to 
make s uch a conclusion contradictory to the 
rea lities. 

If these opinions are proclaimed by an 
academician, a "learned in scriptures" soviet­
ologist , then what one can expect from the 
senators of the USA, who are not learned 
sovietologists? 

The Soviets - it is well known - finance 
and help the Communist movement in Portugal. 
I t seems very proba ble that in exchange for 
t hei r help they wi l l ge t bases on Made i ra 
and Azores. I f t he American politics 
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doesn't undergo radic al changes - the "portu­
galization " will embrace Greece, Spain, and 
p e rhaps , Ita l y. Then, t he Soviet s , as a 
bastion of " social conserv a t i s m" and "symbol 
stability" will t riumph not o n ly in I ndochina, 
but in Europe a lso. 

The difference between America and t he 
Soviet Union is not expressed in the fact that 
America is in retreat and the Soviets are vic­
torious on all sectors of g l obal front. If it 
were the case, the difference could be refer­
red to only as the strategic positions which 
may change at any time. Regretably, the dif­
ferences go deeper. The Soviets know perfect­
ly wel l what they want and consequent ly reach 
for their targets. In contrast, Americans 
stopped being a "policeman of the world" and 
after resigning from this position, cannot yet 
find a new role for themselves. 

Not the Soviet Union - Dear Professor 
Brzezinski - but A.merica should become the 
s ymbol of stab ility . I trust that it will 
happen one day. 

Today, when I'm ending this article, 
the Communist flag has been hoisted on the 
presidentia l pal ace in Saigon. The inhabi­
tants of the capital were greeting the co­
lumns of N.Vietnamese tanks with thundering 
ovation. 

South Vietnam is a classic example of 
a nation which was entirely depending on 
foreign help. Anti- Communism existed for as 
long as there was money, equipment, supplies 
- everything flowing like a river from Ame­
rica. 
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s. Vietnam fought f o r as long as it had un­
limited hel p. 

In the moment when American help ended 
t~e whole c oncept of independent non - Commu-' 
ni st Vietnam f e l l down like a sand castle . 

The conclusion to be drawn from the 
Vietnam experience may be put i n one sen­
t e nce: Ev~n America cannot defend any 
nation against Commun ism. Every nation 
threatened_by Communism must alone defend 
i t ~elf against Communism. And only a nation 
wh ich really wants to defend i t self, deserves 
he lp. 

_In America , there began a general and 
det a iled analyses of Vi e tam tragedy . Presi ­
de~t Ford and Dr. Ki s singer proclaimed re­
orientation and reconstructio n of the global 
Amer i can politics . 

Juliusz Mieroszewski 
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THE USA TODAY 

I t appears once mo r e that thing s don' t 
look s o bad , as they cou l d always be worse . 
Hadn ' t t he USA mil itari ly r esponded to the 
c apture of "Ma yaguez" by Cambodia and p ut 
i nstead a l l th i s ma t ter t h rough d ipl oma tic 
c h a nnel s o f interve ntion, i t would become 
s ynonymous wi t h t he f inal and irreparabl e 
e rad i c a t i o n of Ame ric a not only a s a n a lly 
o f many countries , but al so as a power on 
which o ne may count i n genera l. It would 
become impo s sib l e f o r many to cherish a hope 
that the nation which was unabl e t o s e cure 
the safe ty of its ship and crew cap tured 
g iddi l y by Khmer Rouge, would t ake a posi­
tion of an a lly in mo r e d ang erou s s ituations . 

On the othe r hand, in t he per f ormance o f 
Mayaguez r e c a pture itself there wasn ' t the 
slight est risk o f any i n t ernational confron­
tation involved . Be hind i deo l ogic a lly un i n­
dentifi e d r evo l utio naries o f Khmer Rouge 
s tood nobody who c o u l d offer them milita r y 
h e l p . They could c ount only on the mo r a l 
and polit i c a l suppo rt o f a l l the s o called 
f reedom or a nti -American movements, t he Ch i­
ne s e Peoples Republic and on some organs of 
t he Eu ropean press - mainly French . The only 
t roubl e which President Ford could expect was 
the eventuality of internal confrontation 
wi th the Congress and American mass media. 
It seems to me that, in general, Gerald 
Ford is more afraid of confrontation wi t h 
t he Congress and Amer i can press, than of con­
f rontation with the Soviet Union. 

Despite the fact that "Mayaguez" c1ffair 
cannot be e v a l uated better than of micro­
scopic dimensions , to many Americans wh~ 
sti l l bel i eve in their country as sleeping 
gian t wh i ch will wake up o ne day - the 



recapture of the ship and its crew was a shot 
in arm of optimism and made them believe that 
trust in Arnerica is still alive in the coun­
tries threatered by expansion of Communism 
and that this trust will be greatly enhanced. 
This belief, in my opinion, has no founda­
tion of any rational character. 

For some time, the American press - the 
one which breaks loose from the political 
monopoly of mass media, asks the question: 
"Is it saf e to be an ally of America?" Its 
answer in g e neral negative terms sounds: very 
dangerous; it is better not to count on Amer­
ica. I think that this press should put for­
ward a more direct question: "Is it safe to 
be Ame rica? " Bu t, s ince the axiom of Ameri­
can e c onomic and military powe r still prevail s 
- nobody a sks this q uestion. And here an 
American who love s to measure everything in 
tons and billion s, succumbs to a very danger­
ous illusion, because the country which has 
a $90 b il lion d e fense budget and the most ad­
vanced milita r y technology but has no will 
power t o fight, is o nly an illusion of power. 
It i s even more he l p les s than the poor and 
dumbfound Ki ngdom o f S iam which protested 
against u s ing its bases for Mayaguez opera­
tio n, i n order not to o ffend Laos and the 
mysterious r evolutionaries of Khmer Rouge, 
who one day might b e tempted to evacuate the 
whole population of Bangkok - the way they 
did with 3 million c itizens of Phnam Penh. 

In all, desp i t e the temporary animation 
and a wave of optimism created by "Mayaguez," 
the process of disintegration of American 
society continues. 

On May 12, in New York Central Park there 

4 V 
5 



Munich and proclaimed the peace for the living 
generation." 

The enthusiasm of cadets is more astoni­
shing than the general feelings of American 
public which by a small majority expressed 
that it would be ready to fight but only to 
defend Canada. And that's probabl y because 
it doesn't, generally speaking, believe Ca­
nada will ever be threatened by war. Either 
it seems that cadets to whom President spoke 
wer e happy not only because they won't be 
sent to Vietnam but also beca us e they won't 
be sent to any war a nywhere. 

The cadets in Tulane are professional 
soldier s . Besides, the present American army 
is an army of voJurteers who had chosen the 
mi li tary career as profession. If the r eac­
tion of these cadets - future o ffic ers - r e ­
flects the feelings of the whole American a r my 
it would mean t his army is an army of pacifi­
s ts. We may have respect for the pacifists 
especially if they are ready to risk their 
l ives for pacifism . But a p rofessional sol­
dier-pacifist may be only compar e d to a 
fireman who , fo r a high salary and other 
benefits connected with this dangerous job 
becomes a f irema n under the condition that 
h e will never be called to a fire. The read­
er has the right to doubt whether the Penta­
g on - the art of war eng i neers, not its lower 
ech e l ons - takes position of an appropriate 
tollerance in this matter. 

The American press, long since describes 
the Pentagon more or less in the same manner 
as it does the Moscow Prawda , which doesn't 
need, I think, any further comments. That's 
why it is worth wh ile to return to a somewhat 
r eminiscent to Mayaguez infamous story o f the 
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s py sh ip "Pueblo," a unit of the /\rner i _an 
fleet, which was captured 8 years ago by pat­
rol - boats of North korea. The crew of the 
Pueblo s urrendered without firing one shot, 
without even destroying all the secret docu­
ments. Afte r a year of humiliating imprison­
ment in N. Korea, the crew was freed, but the 
sh ip was never returned. About a year ago, 
Amer ican TV presented a dramatized version 
o f Pueblo's capture; the guiding motive of 
the show was that the first and the most 
important duty of the ship ' s captain is not 
- a s o ne would think - the execution of an 
order, but the safety of the crew. If this 
motive were accepted as a rule and applied 
to all armed forces, then the most prac­
tical way of protecting t he lives of sol­
d iers, would be dismantling all the armed 
forces , and sending them home to civilian 
life. A 100% certainty of their safety 
would be achieved. Of course, TV in the USA 
may show to the public anything it want s 
and it isn 't the business of the Pentagon 
to pol emiz e with it. Nevertheless, several 
months ago, some strange event occurred . 
All the members of Pueblo's crew , except its 
captain, who was released from command of 
t he ship and sent to retirement, received 
medals. This episode r esembl ed s lightly 
another one which happened i n France in 1940 
where French soldiers who abandoned their 
posi tions and run away but somehow kept 
their weapons in hands - received medals too. 
It looked even worse, as the Pueblo 's crew 
members had no chance to run away. They 
c ould only fight or surrender . Anyway, the 
Pentagon decided that they deserve the honer 
of distinction and gave them medals. 

It would be unfo unded to ascribe to all 
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the military this pacifistic approach, but 
the attitude of some of them doesn't in the 
least collide with the feelings of the Ame­
rican public. True, the overwhelming major­
ity of the public doesn't celebrate "The 
Victory of Peace" and doesn't brandish the 
flags of Viet-Kong but, locked in their small 
circle of daily life - around business as 
usual, inflation and family problems - falls 
into a state of indifference. After the 
Vi etnam experience, America, , turning away 
wi th fear from everything that might threaten 
her with any international conflict, is, in 
f a ct , ste rilized of will to fight. In this 
aspect lies the popularity of Deten te which 
not long ago under any other circumstances 
could have been acclaimed as a cheating card 
of a gambl e r. 

Let me add that the feeling of defense­
les snessagainst the "home made" banditry 
which , with or without "noble" calls, prac­
tices murder in the streets of big cities, 
corresponds with the feelings of indolence 
in facing an international threat. More! 
The indiffe r e nce of a commuter in the New 
York subwa y , befor e whose own eyes the 
throat of another commuter is cut open, 
proves something nore dangerous. The in­
difference of what is happening to the 
nearest neighbor as long as oneself is not 
endangered , means the disintegration of the 
elementary social ties at the base of so­
ciety. 

The present American Congress called 
by enthusiastic libe rals a Congress of "Young 
Turks", and by others - more appropriately -
a Congress of "grave Diggers", unfortunate­
ly, reflects in full the profile of Ameri­
can public opinion. or. Kissinger is more 
and more under its influence. After 
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The defeated Detent e there is no v isible scar 
left, @n:: his skin. -0n the• contrary, with t.f,e 
stubborness · of a maniac, he continues his 
beloved fic~ion and has in it the fu ll sup- ' 
port· of ' tbe··· congress. It doesn't necessarily 
mean that the- Congress didn't decipher the 
actual capi tulatiing issues involved• in De t en te , 
But W'as there somebody to say that America 
s hould not capitulate? The next day after 
operation "Mayaguez" Kissinger announced that 
"there are boundar1es beyond which Ameri c a 
will not be ' pushed." Where are those bound­
a ries? As - Kissinger expressed this assurance 
in the context of intervention ' against Khmer 
Ro uge and the rescuing of the American sh i p, 
one may be afraid that those boundaries are 
neither in the demarcation line of Korea 
no r on the- Elb.e River, nor on Rhine . .,With 
all probability, none of the Presidents nor 
the Secretarie§ of State will ever be able 
t o def ,i.oe . them3 :::- They remain in,• the . behavior 
of the ~~pgr~ss 1who§e guiding light is not 
t he •repulsion of punches, but avoiding them 
by a retreat to more distant, strategically 
more comfortable ~ositions. The 0 p roblem~ is~ 
t hat these .:positions are more comfortable cfnot 
to America and ,· her allies, but to the vic to-
rious armies of Communism. x~ 

Several American correspondents have 
stated with a certain surpris e that after the 
fa ll of Vietnam the so called "domino theory" 
l ong since discredited, appeared toc be not a 
t heory at all, but a common practice, But 
the fact that in a few days after the occupa­
t i on of Saigon there followed the,, fall of . 
Laos , and present prospects a~e that it will 
happen to Siam, Malaysia and, in the not far 
distant f.uture, , may happen. to J,urma, Indon­
esia, Singapor and Philippines, doesn't seem 
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in the least to bother any American. Worried 
about the high price of gasoline and doctor's 
bills, living in the homes built of illusions, 
the inhabitants of cities, towns and villages 
dreaming of life - far away from the conflicts 
of Europe and Asia as they always have been 
dreaming since and including Roosevelt times 
- forgot that the Globe has shrunk imrnearsura­
bly and that, in strategic terms, their "po­
tential adversary" as Pres. Ford tactfully 
called the Soviet Union, is presently much 
nearer to them than yesteryear's distance be­
tween Paris and Berlin. 

* * 

The crisis which torments America and 
all the Western world is not sensu st ricto 
a political, economic or social crisis. 
Mieroszewski, in one of his articles rightly 
said that there is a need for an alliance 
between Socialists and Conservatists. But he 
didn't touch the most important question why 
there is a sense in talking presently about 
something which several decades ago was 
basically considered to be a paradox. If .one 
wanted to explain why there is a practical 
need for an alliance between those two forces 
one should define the present "Conservatism" 
in America. 

The problem is not simple because "Con­
servatism"of the nineteenth century or even 
of the first years of twentieth century 
was entirely different that the present one 
which manifests itself in the adaptation to 
the political postulates, or perhaps more 
accurate, in opposition to political trends 
which dominate the world, is in fact a des­
perate attempt to preserve certain tradi-
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tional moral and ethical values which again 
in theory and practice were never, and even 
now are questioned, even by those who in 
practice d eparted from them. Among those 
values I would include the cult of bravery 
and disdain for yielding to violence in a 
sense of physical harm as well as of black­
mail. Further, the cult of national and 
personal honer which, of course become high­
ly illusive in any attempt of defining them. 
Then, the contempt for hypocrisy which in 
politics, irrespectibly of every political 
system, demostrates itself most visibly in 
f lattering the masses. As we know, the Com­
munist as well as Democratic government's, 
e ither the bourgeois bureaucratic structures 
o f the 3rd world, flatter the so called com­
mo n men, in a manner which simply appears to 
be dogmatic. The public accusation of 
"masses" of anything "wrong," regardless of 
t he real manner in which they are treated, 
would, under any geographic latitude, be 
considered as the worst kind of blaspheny. 
The restoration of values of the old unques­
tionable imponderabilia implies the political 
course of Conservatism in the developed coun­
t ries . But in reality the cult of honer, or 
modestly speakii.ng the cult of national dig­
ni ty, doesn't seem t o consider human life to 
be the highest value which should be defended 
at any price - even i f it would mean the . 
fu ture escalation in human losses. In addi­
tion, the cult of honer - is just what the 
leftist liberals repel. Strictly speaking, 
there is no one who could without fear of 
being laughed at, put the "honer" as a value 
which hasn't lost its proper meaning. In any 
Western country, a desperado who could have 
courage to defend this immemorial but never_ 
too old imponderabilium - would be drowned in 

11 



a fl.o~p o~~,accusation of hypocr,isy, +tEJS ~ ~,uq 
sell~n~ R~t: the interests ?f m.asses - , :i,ppt,1;1-.: 
din<j t~~ · 3:r:;~ world. He, wou~d , P.:r ?!qp~e~ .. eY . 
public ·o~lnion as · a · shameless . cynic wno from 
an old8 'store-room of impeiial'i':ih:H:: 'valih~'l; J J b , c 
tries ' to ' pull out an o).d in~trllln~ni: .wh~c;p"'" -'-;, 
sinc::l\'~ <1-9"~s se?;yed , to d~c~~ye il~q~ to '. hp~o}~ 

1
~ 

the masses. 

. .., I t wou1d-: appe~r that_ ~rl~' c::op teltlpo~~f?' '~ 
world:, . mo1;e ' th~rn ~ver, , ne~4s ·a -· ~efl~~rs <?! : ,:,ri' 
Wins,!01,. Churchill' s clas.s. , I g

3
AJne;rica i/:Pd-t. , (>, 

Euro/?1 there ~s . a_ striking · l~,;;f , ~f z:;~~l~y~.Jc:.,
2 prominent political, personal,i:tJ,e.s, 1, 691:'1-"jje;' 

ever we must remember that Chu;i::-cl;ull, · )llasj ~. ,. 
never able to convin9e hisq~ountrymen_about~ 
the app:ioaching- dahger ·of 2!')d=' w6'rld War, ail -

altho ugh in those days · the~danger_wasn''t a 
camouflaged ,wohd c onquest jih"ic;:.ti 1:1sed r ver~ 
possible mei;-l;Sc, ~o lull ,our , su~p.ic;ion,E:. ,. -?A,,. 
the contrary - it. was an o.I;'en , and unce"1~i i;ig , 
challenge thrown in the . face of Europe. , 
But despite this,, the recoyery, o f the) ,5:>f l p_' s 

_sen~e~. c;cpne at~t~e moment of _cafas:troghf? ~ ,. 

., It appears that the p ~rrit;nent 6ha~ac:'.. .. 'r 
teristic of huinan nature is~procrastination '· 
of confron~ation to the last moment when it 
is too late, when for disregard of warnings 
one must pay the high price in .received 
blows and defeats. 

'r 
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( - t' \c .. ,fl ,..- · r 

Cl 10. 
·. r:j .r l-c- , $pS:.. •c 
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An episode from Brukselczyk's 
"KISSYNIN AND DOBRYSINGER" 

Dawn was showing through the curtains 
of the Kremlin's windows when Brezhnev said: 

"Well, Comrades, time to end. Let every 
member of the Politbureau, in one sentence 
express what he thinks should be put on the 
list of our orders which I am going to sub-
mit at the next meeting with President Ford ... " 

" I t hink " - said premier Kosygin -
"that Americans should build for us a com­
plete compute rized administration system of 
our economy." 

" I think " - said Gromyko, Foreign Affairs 
Minister - "that Americans should construct 
f or us a complete communication net for ex­
ploitation and transportation of the Siber­
ian resources ... '' 

" I think " - said Marshal Greczko -
"that Americans should build for us an 
entire rocket production industry, of course, 
f or the civilian use only." 

"I think " - said the boss of the KGB, 
Andropov - "that Americans should build for 
us a full radar control system of our land 
and air boundaries, of course, in civilian 
a spect only." 

Brezhnev listened, made notes, thought 
fo r a while and finally said: 

"No Comrades, I have better idea. I'll 
s imply a~k the Americans to build Communism 
fo r us . . . " 
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AMERICA AND BALTS 

In April , 75 the New York Times reported 
a growing anxiety among the American Balts 
(1,600,000 persons) in connection wjth the 
approaching Geneve conference: Does it look 
as i f .the USA were going to approve the ,i.ncor­
poration of Lithuania , Latv ia and Estonia, by 
the Soviet Union? Edwar d J. Derwinski, Repub­
lican Congressman from Illinois, known for 
his activi t ies in the problems of Eastern 
Europe, tried to f orce I.the State Depart ment to 
unveil its position in this subject. He in­
troduced a resolution s igned by 68 members of 
the Congress, calling the USA government t o 
confirm once more that it does not acknow­
ledge the s e izure of the Baltic States by 
the Soviets. At the same time, the American 
Balts began to flood the White House with 
letters, petit ions and t e legrams. 

The r esul t of these activities was a 
letter written to Derwinski by K.B. J e nkins, 
a high off icial in the State Department. 
"As far as I'm personally concerned" - he 
said - "this should eliminate any doubts with 
regard to the American position on the Baltic 
States question." Further, Jenkins wrote: 
"The State Department confirms that the Ameri­
can policy of nonrecognition of the forced i n­
corporation of the Baltic States by the Soviet 
Union, remains unchanged." He added that the 
American delegation to the Peace , Coopera tion 
and Security Conference will not agree to any 
f ormula that would approve of incorpation. 
In the letter there was also a statement that 
the conference will probably accept a final 
document in which there will be underlined 
the principles of "peaceful changes of bound­
aries", "self-determination° and "human 
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right s ." All of this was supposed t o i.,a l anc e 
the Balts' disturbing question of "intang ibi­
lity of boundaries," which too was enclosed 
i n the final document. 

Dr. Kazys Bobelis, the chairman of 
American - Lithuanian Congress, a nnounced: 
"For years, the Russians have tried to get a 
f ormal recognition of the brutal occupation 
of the Baltic nations. It will be great i f 
the conference approved the principle of 
s e lf-determination ." 

One month later, the same New York Ti mes 
publi shed a report of J ames Clarity, i ts 
s pecial correspondent in Leningrad. Here i s 
how it beg ins: "The USA, through its consu ­
l ate in Leningrad is diluting the 35 years 
o ld politics of nonrecognition of Lithuania, 
La tvia and Estonia's incorporat ion by the 
Soviet Union. The wes tern diplomats here 
f eel the gradual but undoubted tendency of 
America toward factual, if not formal, recog­
nition of the Soviet Baltic Stat e s." 

The American consulate in Leningrad -
the report continues - was opened 22 months 
ago: From this time, according to western 
diplomats, American political, economic and 
cultural contacts with the Soviet Baltic 
States, grew up very significantly. Joseph 
Neubert, the American Consul in Leningrad, 
stated in an interview that American poli­
tics of nonrecognition hasn't changed, but 
he admitted also that in practice he is the 
Ambassador of the USA in all 3 republics; 
since his appointment 8 months ago, Neubert 
v isited Vilna, Riga and Tallin, meeting there 
(of course to keep face) not with the high 
functionaries of governments and the Party , 
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the polling form : "How do you evaluate the 
30 years of our Republic?" and "What do you 
expect to happen after the European Peace, 
Cooperation and Security Conference?" There 
were 209 persons who participated in poll 
during Febr. and March, 75. The number of 
pol lsters by age groups : Half - from 30 to 
5 0 years; quarter - above 50 years and quar­
t er - below 30 years. The composition of 
pollsters by nationalities: 9 Slovaks, 2 
Hungarians , the rest - Czechs; by sex: 151 
males, 58 females. This underground polling 
has been discussed by J. Pelikan in Milano's 
Il Mon do . 

The answers of onl y 115 persons to the 
f irst question reflected embarrassment and 
a s if self-restraint; the second question 
i nduced more frankness and was answered by 
1 87 persons. About 50% of pollsters 30 years 
or more old answered the first question, more 
or l ess, as follows: "It is difficult to 
pass a generalized judgement. In the area 
of socialization results are sufficiently 
positive , but the materialistic enrictrment 
goes hand in hand with moral impoveristrment. 
The opposite side of some equalization of 
incomes is annoying decline of all moral 
va lues. What has been born, is a contempt 
of a man toward a man, and the spirit of 
mutual tollerance is gone. The fal se egal­
i tarism has been artificially created: An 
i nefficient but politically active worker 
belonging to Party, has more to say than 
people from other social classes." A grad­
uate of philosophy, presently a manual work­
er, 41 years old said : "Demagogically and 
unceasingly they are telling us about every­
thing that has been done during the so called 
Socialistic Republic, forgetting to add that 
the whole world (including Africa) went for -
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ward socially. One would like to have a 
chance to find out what we could have attain­
ed without s o called Soviet help, or, if the 
leadership o f our economy were not in the 
hands of mullets. Watching our neighbor 
Austria , we are ashamed. It' s a pity that 
in 1968 the wor l d had not understood us. I 
am stil l a socialists but I want the Social­
ism with a human face." 

To the second ques tion (What do you 
expect from the European Peace, Cooperation 
and Secur ity Confer ence?) 138 pollsters 
answe red - "Nothing !" Some of them added: 
"at l e ast as f ar as we and our country are 
concerned." Onl y 33 p e rsons expressed hope 
that the Sovie t g arr isons will leave , some 
normalization of po lit ical life will follow, 
and Czechoslovakia will obtain sovereignty. 
The following are some individu a l, charac t er­
istic voices: An empl oyee of the Pragu e 
transport system , 48 years o ld: " I think 
that the only country which trul y wants to 
he l p us is China , and perhaps West Germany. 
Americans don't care at all . Wasn't it 
Johnson who approved of the Soviet invasion?" 
A h igh school teacher o f history : "When was 
i t that t he Russians by t h e ir own free will 
gave up any terr itory? The West will d i e of 
democracy and naivety. In a few years, 
Aus tr ia , Yugoslavia and perhaps some of the 
Scandinavian states will count on ' interna­
tional' help of the Soviet armies. Ameri ­
cans will sent a protestation saying that if 
anything of this kind happens again, they 
wil l have to call out a summit meeting. And 
that will be al l ." An intellectual , 46 years 
old: "The conference doesn't apply to us .. • 
the exchange of information will be organized 
in such a manner that the Vo ice o f America 
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will continue broadcasting and the good sta­
tions will be sil~nced by virtue of political 
agreements." An employee of an air line, 38 
years old : "For God sake, don't bother me 
wi th these questions. The Wes t will do every­
t hing that the Russians want ... perhaps only 
China is frank in her relations with small 
nations." A laborer, age 27: "I remember 
too well August 1968; immediately after the 
occupation, the West had sworn that it will 
never forgive the Russians. Now , it forgot 
i ts o ath ... dirty business. I sympathize wi th 
the Vietnamese people; I th i nk that Brezhnev 
wi ll soon get the Nobel peace prize . " A 
f armer, senior citizen: "They abandoned us 
fo r the first time in 1938, for the second 
i n 1948, and for the third in 1968. And 
a lways in the name of peace. Why then the 
present conference must not l egal ize the 
occupation of our country? In the interest 
o f peace of course." A surgeon, 53 years 
old : "I don't believe that the socialistic 
countries will back off on the conference. 
It would be against logic. The governing 
cl ique will never give up. Even if the Rus­
sians had withdrawn their occupational forces, 
t hey would leave a team of special 'advisors' 
i n civilian clothes. On our 'demand' of 
course. It will be interesting to see who 
gets the Nobel peace prize." A wife of a 
political prisoner: "Don't ask me, I can 't 
be objective. I have been sad when Brandt 
visiting our country shook hands with those 
who keep my husband, a social - democrat too, 
in a prison cell. What will happen in Geneve 
and Hesinki? In sport's terminology, the 
political competition will end in a tie and 
the recipients of the first place award will 
be the Russians." 

G.H. 
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THE SEAL 
(Editorial from Kultura) 

On the tenth of July on the inside page s 
of Geneve's big dailies there appeared the news 
which may be expressed, more or less, as f o l­
lows: 

Th e Soviet success at th e Security and 
Coop eratio n Co nfere n ce in Europe. 3 0 years 
afte r the end of the Second Wo rld War the 
Co nference o f th e Peace and Coop eration in 
Europe a vows and o fficiall y s anc tions the 
bou nda r ies which resulted f r om t he last con ­
fli ct. 35 nat i ons part icipating in th e con ­
fe rence agr e ed to "r ecognize them as mutually 
intangib le ." The conference sealed th e basic 
pri ncip l e o f Det ente East - West r eplacing 
the peac e treaty whic h had n ot b een signed 
i n l 94 5. From the legal standpoint yester ­
da y ' s conference on the shore of Leman Lake 
ended the last wo rl d confli ct . The elaborate 
text c r ea te d a proper bas e for calling t he 
ge ner a l European confe rence . Mosc ow ' s mai n 
goa l was to extort from th e Wes t an obliga ­
tio n that it s territo rial conquests of the 
l 93 9- l9 4 5 war shal l not b e question ed; in 
other wor ds , Moscow wanted to hav e the legal ­
iza tion of status quo and r eceiv ed fu ll sa ­
ti s fac tion . 

It d oesn 't mat ter whe the r the modest 
and, purportedly disc retely pub l i she d com­
munique from Geneve is read a s news a bout 
the a ctua l end o f the Seco nd Wo r ld Wa r , or 
- fol l owing So lzhe ni t syn - as news a b o u t 
the na tural epilog of t he 30 years o f the 
Th ird Wor l d War . What i s real is the seal 
of approva l of al l her conques ts which 
Russia d emanded (and received in ful l ) for 
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herself; the reality of this approach is 
greatly desired by Russia for the formaliza­
tion of her superiority over the West. About 
her "ex- potential adversary," one ma y, using 
the words of Solzhenitsyn, s ay: "Another 20 
or 30 yea r s ofp eaceful c oexistence - as full 
of glory a s the preceding 30 years - and even 
the name - The Wes t - will be gone from t he 
f a ce of the Earth." 

So , t he road t o the ceremonial drive i n 
He lsinki has been paved; Fo rd (with an um­
bre lla or without it) will be a b le t o pro­
claim p roudly Pea c e for this generation , a nd 
Bre zhnev (with much more substantiate d p ride) 
to a cce pt it with clasp ing h ands and a kiss 
o n bo th cheeks. The introduction t o this 
h i s t or ical moment in the propaganda styl e o f 
t h e circus has not bee n n egl e cted : t h e Apollo­
Soy uz lov ing emb race in t he c o smos has been 
per f o rmed. In order t o e limina t e a ny e vent­
ual doubts as to what Ford will s ay in Hel­
s i nki, his Secreta ry o f State cons i d ered it 
a s proper, two days af t e r the communiq ue 
f rom Geneve , to exp l a in why he advi sed the 
President again s t the r eception of Solzheni­
t syn in the Whi te House: "I recognize him 
a s the gre atest contemporary write r, but 
such a g esture wo uld today be harmful sym­
bolically a nd, what 's worse, it would be 
wrongly inte r p r e t e d by Mo scow. The logical 
conclusio n of Solz h en itsy n' s political views 
is the nuclear destruction o f mankind." 
In other words, t he s eal ordered b y Russia 
f rom her " ex- potential adversa ry " s hou ld not 
be t a rn ished by the s mallest c r ack. I t i s 
difficu lt to find a better confirmation of 
the o l d and te s ted maxim of Chancellor Oxen­
stiern , or, of more striking proof of the 
stupidity of a man who in private confes­
sions exhibits his "responsibility for the 
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fate of mankind " and instantaneously assures 
his countr yme n that "America will not be 
pushed beyond defined boundaries." She will 
be , She will b e ... The seal that has been 
offered to h e r for nothing with the accom­
paniment o f the great e s t sh ow o n earth, 
proves it. The "defined boundaries" of con­
cessions exist in any political or social 
crisis, but the crisis in which America and 
t he whole West are living is uncomparatively 
deeper and, above all, it is a moral crisis. 
When there is no will to fight, when the 
belief in the importance of freedom and ele­
mentary priciples of national and human 
dignity are lost, there is no end in yield ­
ing the boundaries of concessions. 

In o ur E~s t-European sector, the seal of 
Geneve and Helsinki, definately crushe d the 
remnants of our illusions which thoug h pro­
gressively weakening, still lived in our s ouls 
despite ma ny new i ncidents that wer e inces­
santly emerg ing in the countries conquested 
by Russia and among the political immig rants. 
The trust in the West and America has been 
irrevocably destroyed a nd Brezhnev gave i t 
a f irst class funeral a t the expense of his 
"ex-political adversary." What r emains now 
is counting on the proces ses of chang e i n 
the Soviet Union and the r e sistance mo vemen t 
in chained to it countries of "limited sove­
reignty"; a reckoning which for years has 
been the guiding princip le o f KuZturs ' s 
activities. Whoever see s in it a f a int or 
never to be fulfilled ho pe, l e t him show us 
an alternative. Today, afte r the Geneve 
seal, it is the o n Zy one that's left. From 
now on, in the work aimed at the breaking of 
this seal, the Eastern Europe ans, Free Rus­
sians and the inhabitants of the Soviet 
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republics, shall have another additional ad­
versary: so called "Free World" l ed by Amer­
ica. 

June 22, 1975 

POST SCRIPTUM 

The developments at the "maxi-summit" in 
Helsinki and circumstances connected with it, 
may be exp ressed in several most important 
points : 

1. On the way to the "maxi-summit", Ford 
visited Poland where (according to the great 
American press agency) the people gav e him a 
"polite, correct , but lukewarm" reception. 
Pass i ng through Warsaw the pres idential limo­
usine planned to make 3 s tops for "making di­
rect contact with the crowd. " The third stop 
was called off because the two preceding were 
not too encouraging. One of the western press 
commentators wrote that a "frail enthusiasm 
with which the Po l e s g reeted Ford is worth at 
least 3 units of political science in Harvard." 
A noble, but exaggerated comment: the Secre­
tary of State doesn't give a damn for such 
lessons as the r e c e ption at Warsaw , and to the 
President with an e ye on the next election , 
the Polish stage of his travel to the "maxi ­
summit" was only a small game (Polish votes 
in the USA). 

2. The quintessence of the Soviet for­
eign po l itics has been d e f i ne d in the Brezh­
nev' s s peech in one cruc ia l word: 11 Humanisrn." 
I t is "humani sm " wh i c h mot i v a ted Bre z hnev 
to s tate t ha t the USSR bel i eves in the p r i n­
c iple of nonintervention by one state i n t he 
affairs of the other. Its interpretation 
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among the listeners varied: the pessimists 
t alked about a "brutal kick aimed at the 
t hird basket," the optimists thought it to be 
a noninterference in the internal affairs of 
t he "peoples democrac i es." The American Sec­
cretary of State evidently took the side of 
t he optimists as he called the Brezhnev speech 
"concilliato ry" and "moderate." But, already 
the next morning there was the earnest whisper 
passing among the American delegation that, 
t he speech was ambiguous. The same day in the 
Ne w York Ti mes there appeared an article that 
projected 3 possibilities: the speech was 
"ambiguous "; the USSR decided "to remain a 
Po lice State"; the West deceives itself by 
t hinking that there is a change in the basic 
line of Soviet politics - ''what' s ours is ours, 
but what 's yours , may be subject to nego­
tia tions." 

The question has been quickly and bru­
ta lly decided upon in "Point de r~veries, Mes­
sie urs!" - the article of M. Zarodov in the 
Pr av da . 

3. In the speech o f Ford there was dis­
tinctly f e lt a tune of apology for the Ame­
rican participation in the "maxi-summit." It 
appeared to be indirect ev idence of the great 
impression made on the American public o p inion 
by Solzhentsyn's appearance in the USA. Ei­
the r, it created a completely unexpected but 
meaningful feeling that for the future there 
is just a shade of hope and not all has yet 
been lost by the West. 

4. Summarizing, however, we must for the 
t i me being cite wha t a prominent Italian pub­
licist , Enzo Bettiza, wrote about the "tragi­
comedy" in Helsinki: "In the name of detente 
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the f iction of concord is maintained and ef­
forts are made to convince t h e world that it 
exists and functions; if, inde ed, it exists 
and functions, then, it seems it leads straight 
through the death of Europe t o t he Agony o f 
America." 

* * * * 
The dec laration o f Russian wr iter s whi ch 

follows becomes, as i f by c oincidence, sym ­
bo Zio . It repres e nt s an important s tep fo r­
ward on the road chosen many years a go by 
KuZtura and stubbornly cont i naed s ince; on the 
road which determines our futur e and t h e fu­
ture of the whole Easte rn Europe wh ich has 
been premature l y written o ff from the ba l ance 
sheet of the trou bled West . 

August 3, 1975 Editor 

THE MCASURE OF RESPONS IBILITY 

The date of Sept . 1, 1939 will remain 
forever in the history of mankind as the date 
o f the outbreak of the Second World War. But, 
to our nations and particularly to Russia 
another date - Sept. 17 is more important as 
a reference point of our national guilt that 
we owe to Poland. On that day the two total­
itarian regimes - eastern and western commit­
ted, at the cynica l indul gence of the free 
world, one of the greatest crimes of the twen­
tieth century : t he new partition of Poland. 

As we know , the West entered the war in 
the name of Po land' s independence . The agres­
sor was bitten. It woul d have appeared that 
justice was done. But regrettably, Po land 
had not regained her independe nce, which 
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meant that for this purpose all made sacrifi­
ces were to no avail. 

Of course, the main culprit in all this 
i s the political maffia that maintains the 
bloody dictatorship over the peoples of our 
country. Crimes are committed by individuals 
but the responsibility for them rests on the 
whole nation. This is why today, looking back, 
we, the Russian intelligentsia, with feelings 
of bitterness and repentance, must take on our 
shoulders the blame for all the grave sins com­
mitted aga inst Poland in the name of Russia. 

The Katyn massacre, the treachery at War­
s aw uprising in 1944 , the suppression of fer­
menting revolution in 1956 - all these are 
unremovable blemishes of o ur nationwide guilt; 
it is our historical duty and the debt to com­
pensate for it. 

However, being fully aware of our respon­
s ibility for the past, today we proudly remi­
ni sce upon the fact that during the whole , al­
most 200 years fight of the Pol ish nation f or 
f reedom, the best Russians - from Czaadayev 
to Herzen and Tolstoy - we re on its side . 

This noble tradition e ndur ed until now. 
In the face of tyranni cal dictatorship there 
takes place a spiritual union of the repre­
sentative forces of our nation . It is not in 
vain that at this time of danger which hangs 
over the heads of Russian intelligentsia - in 
their defense and as one o f the earliests -
there resounds the voice of our Polish bro­
thers. And vice versa. 

We are deeply convinced that in our joint 
fight against totalitarian p r e valence and lies, 
there will be born a c ompl e t ely new kind o f 
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relations which will forever erase the possi ­
bil i ty of repetition o f mistakes and crimes of 
the past; These are o ur creed and p rinciple. 

Josif Brodski, Andrei Wolkonski, 
Alexandr Galich , Naum Korzavin, 
Viadimir Maksimov , Vi ctor Nekrasov, 
Andrei Si n iawski . 

The above statement appears s imultaneously 
in NO 5 of the Quarte rly Kon t inent around whi ch 
all n ew Russian immigrants are rallie d, and 
whose chief editor is Vladimi r Maksimov. 

* * * * 
I recollect with deepest sadness the even t 

that took p l ace 36 year s ago - the f ourth par­
tition of Po land. I hope that r emembrance of 
it shall create a base for t h e joint responsi­
bility for the future of our nat ions and the 
whole mankind. 

August 21, 1975 Andrei Sakharov 

IN THE SOVIET PRESS 

In the beginning o f June Le Monde publi sh­
ed a triumphant note: At la s t a ll the obsta­
cles on the road to the European Security Con­
ference have been pushed aside, the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries made enor­
mous concessions in the only r emaining contro­
vert ible question - the exchange of ideas and 
peopl e. 

After a c l oser look into the matter o n e 
mus t admit t hat the Soviet "concessions" amount 
to an agreement to permit the foreign corre­
spondents to have some i mproved working 

conditions: visas and limited travel inside 
the Soviet Union. Strange, because just a few 
days before the appearance of the triumphant 
note, the same paper {May 11, 75) published 
the article of A. Solzhenitsyn the "Third 
World War." 

The author of the Gulag Archipelago writes 
in it: "When after the First World War there 
came the Second one, everybody was wandering: 
Is the Third going to follow? .•• But only a 
few had the courage to say that the Third 
World War was al ready underway and the events 
which t ook p l ace during the c urrent year have 
shown that it had already ended and that the 
f r ee world hopeless l y l ost it." 

"The Third World Wa r began immediately 
after the Second ended; it began in 1943 in 
Ya lta and was caused by Roosevelt and Chur­
chill who , hurrying up to celebrate the vic tory 
in their countries , naively signed the Yalta 
agreement thus giving the Soviet Union many 
fa r reaching concessions: Estoni a , Latvia, 
Lithuania, Moldavia, Mongolia, millions of t he 
Soviet citizens sent by force to death and 
p risons, the creation of the UNO - deprived of 
any r eal power. Then later: Yugoslavia, Al­
bania, Poland, Bulgaria , Rumania, Hungary, 
Czechoslovakia, East Germany - left for un­
mi lited violence . .. Trying to avoid at any pricE 
the Third World War, the West paved the road 
toward it , destroyed or enslaved 20 nations 
and entirel y changed the picture of the world. ' 

"The powerful Western States , victorious 
in the preceding 2 world wars , during 30 years 
o f peace , were onl y weakening, only losing 
their potential and real allies and with it al l 
the prestige. Terri tories and peoples were 
left in the hands of and unmerciful enemy: 
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The huge China that during the Second World War 
was one of the most important allies, N. Korea, 
Cuba, N. Vietnam; and today S. Vietnam and Cam­
bodia; Laos is already lost and danger hangs 
over Siam, S. Korea and Israel." 

Solzhenitsyn predicts: "Another 20 or 30 
years of peaceful coexistence - equally full 
of glory as the preceding 30 years - and even 
the name - The West - will b e gone from the 
face of the Earth." 

And he adds: "I described the situation 
as it looks through the eyes of an average 
citizen of Eastern nations - from Poznan to 
Canton." One of the liberal French newsmen 
protested eagerly: " . .. from China to Vietnam , 
from Cuba to Russia , millions of peop l e dying 
of hunger s topped being hungry, millions of 
children who didn't know schools went to 
schools, and millions of deceived and forgot­
ten have found hope ... " 

The liberal voice of French correspondent 
so clearly contradicting the ideas of the 
West which "lost the Third World War" - has 
been supported b y an authoritative voice of 
Moscow. On the e lection meeting there appea­
red the boss of the KGB, Jurii Andropov, 
doubtless the most intelligent among the 
Soviet leaders. 

Truly what he was talking about was the 
internal situation of the Soviet Union, but 
doing it he painted a picture well known to 
all inhabi tants of the countries "from Poznan 
to Canton." A picture that would be, perhaps, 
useful to look at by the inhabitants of many 
other countries too. The appearance of 
KGB's boss had a theoretical character; it 
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was his own deposit in the treasures of Marx­
ism-Leninism. The theme: Socialistic Demo­
cracy versus bourgeois Democracy. 

The leader of the KGB pointed out that 
really there is nothing in common between Soc­
ialistic and pseudo-bourgeois Democracy. "The 
Communists" - he said - "never denied that 
Socialistic Democracy is of a class character. " 
And here follows an interesting definition of 
this kind of a class Democracy: "All the So­
viet citizens whose interests go hand in hand 
wi th interests of society, are free to take 
the advantage of our democratic freedom . A 
completely different situation arises when 
these interests are not identical. In thi s 
case we say openly that the interests of so­
ciety, or the interests of working class, 
have a priority and we think that this is a 
jus t principle. The Socialistic Democracy 
does not mean the rights and freedom only ... " 

The thoughts of the KGB's leader may be 
interpreted: "Who agrees with us, is free t o 
do so. But, the one who doesn ' t, shouldn't 
have any illusions ... " 

Jurii Andropov allowed himself to expres s 
a slight sarcasm with regard to the unemployed 
people of the West dying of hunger. "The fate 
o f millions of those wre tched peopl e and their 
fami lies will not change for the better be­
cause they can go to the White House or to the 
Hyde Park and say what they think." 

Under a socialistic sky there is no need 
fo r one to walk and to say what one thinks: 
The Party thinks and speaks for all. In the 
c ase of "disagreement" - the Party talks 
through the KGB. 
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The boss of the KGB expressed the basic 
principles of socialistic order rather in 
general, one would say - in theory. The prac­
tical side of this order is analyzed in the 
Literaturnaya Gazeta (May 5, 75) by N. Pavlov, 
the lecturer in the Police Academy of the USSR. 
This institution was created not.long ago but 
despite this we may even now get acquainted 
with the phi losophy in which its adepts will 
be educated. The article of N. Pavlov carries 
the title: "A verdict before a trial is com­
pleted." It is devoted to the question which 
is asked by the Soviet citizens quite often, 
though rather shyly. It may be formulat ed as 
follows: Who determines that a man is a cri­
minal? It would appear that the a nswer is 
simple: a trial of a cour t. But this sim­
plicity is decep tive. A court, in fact, sen­
tencing a man for thi s or that punishment 
defines him as a criminal, but only after 
a decision has been made by someone else. 
There is a sympathetic common saying: mar­
riages are made in heaven. The sentences 
in the Soviet Union are announced by the court, 
but decided upon by more competent organs -
though, for sure , not by heaven. 

N. Pavlov admitts that this practice -
sentencing a man before he is brought to a 
trial - indeed exis ts. Before a trial the 
citizens are well informed by the media about 
the investigation, its results and already 
declared punishment. He cites as example the 
criminal cases. But it is well known that 
the system has been more widely applied in all 
political trials. So it was in the thirties 
during the Stalin terror, so it was during the 
famous trial of Siniawski and Daniel, s o it 
was q uite recently during the trials of Yakir 
and the others. Presently - announces Pavlov -
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there has b een accepted a widely popular pro­
c7dure : An i n~estigator in whose a u thori t y 
lies a case whic h usua l ly has a def in i t e c ha ­
racteristic o f a n o ff e nce aga ins t soc i ety, 
trav e ls to a n i nst i tution , organ i za t ion, fa c­
t ory , e t c .'. a nd ther e on the gene r a l meet i ng 
of Collective, he presents all the pertinent 
fact s to the case. Such a meeting usually 
e~d~ with t he e nact ing of an a ppr opriate de­
cision: The Collective sentences a man . N. 
Pavlov admitts: " .. . there takes place a r ea l 
and t r ue j udgement by society aga i nst the ac­
cused - his actual trial before d ec l aring a 
se~tence by the special l y created organs for 
th i s purpose . .. " I n America, it would mean: 
"a trial by society " - l y nch . N. Pavlov stres­
se s a l so t he resul ts of the judiciary po l i­
tics : "Peop l e unexperienced in the science 
nf law t h ink; if one i s arrested, it means 
that one is g u ilty ." An arrest cannot hap-
~en wi thout a cau se ; if one is a r res t ed , it 
means that o ne i s a c riminal . "There is no 
smoke wi t hout a fi r e . " In short - as the 
author of the a rt icle concludes - a stereotype 
of "think i ng " i s created. 

For over half a cen t ury, this stereotype 
thinking i s being ha mmered into the heads of 
Soviet citizen s u nexperienced in t he science 
of law: t he organs never make mistakes, ar­
rested man - is an enemy of people. Today 
in the era of technological and s·cientific 
r evolut ion and, i n genera l , a 10 year program 
of edu cat ion , some of - still no t numerous -
Soviet citizens begin asking q ues t ions . e ­
nor mou s l y "efficient in the sc i e nce of l aw " 
N. Pavlov, answers : perhaps, this stereotype 
thinking is no t perfect. But, we must re­
member what comrade Lenin said a long time 
ago : "A court is bound •. . t o take in t o ac ­
count all local circumsta nces . There was 
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a time when this characteristic quotation 
could have been entirely sufficient to clear 
out the peoples minds, but N. Pavlov gives us 
another argument: "In law (meaning the Soviet 
jurisdiction) there isn't any concrete direc­
tive with regard to the prohibition of the 
'pre-trial' publicity, consequently, it will 

continue in the future." 

A long, purposely complicated article of 
the Police Academy lecturer confirms the basic 
principle of the Soviet jurisdiction. One of 
its sides is turne d toward the citizens : What 
is not allowed by law - is prohibited. Ano­
ther - turned toward the power: What is not 
prohibited by law - is allowed. 

The article of Pavlov is an example of 
the new style of the Soviet propaganda : fa­
cing some serious problems of the c ountry, he 
tries to answer them by using the verbal equi­
libra t i o n . 

In the lite ra t u re , the most prominent 
master of equilibra tion i s Yevg ny Yevtushenko. 
In ~arch, 75, the periodical Oganio k (circul­
ation 2,050,000 c opies ) pub lishe d the poem of 
Yevtushenko "A r e fugee f r om China. " The poet, 
in a very short i n troductory note, explains: 
While i n Hongkong a s a s pecial correspondent 
of the Ogan iok I registe r e d the confession of 
only one among many refugees from China." So, 
this is a story o f a Chine s e running away from 
China to Hongkong - to Capitalism. Yevtushen­
ko asks h i m many ques tio ns: Why did you run 
away? l'lho are Shakespeare, Mozart, Goethe, 
Tolstoy? Do you r e s pect Mao? Who are the 
Russians ? 

A r efugee a n swe r s (all the time in rhyme) : 
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He ran away beca use he was hungry; he respec­
ted Mao before; he knows "none of the Shakes­
peare s," etc.; Russians - our enemi e s. Here 
Yevtushenko asks an additional question: 
"And who a re th e Americans? Refugee says: 
"Better t han t he Rus sians but ... foreigners." 

Y. Yevt ushenko wrote about Ch ina in 196 9 
af t e r the s kirmishes a t t h e Usuri River. The 
conclus i ve idea of his writing i n those days 
was: "Who tramples culture will later tram­
ple man." He repeats this motive in 1975: 
"Whe n there is lack of culture, there are al­
ways the seeds of crime." Howeve r, this time 
he dwel ls on the lack of culture of the Chi­
nese people more elaborately . The lack of 
culture is visible in decei t ful propaganda ("Had 
you not stupified people - the truth is always 
one "); The lack of culture shows itself in 
hunger that cannot be covered by propaganda: 
"You shout about people, but people are not 
s o stupid as they used to be. Nobody will cook 
soup for the hungry from what you are shouting 
a bout ; the lack of culture manifests itself 
i n a fact that the common national Pepsi-Cola 
t hat one may buy in any (or almost any) Mos­
cow delicatessen, appears to be a poison of 
bourgeois society." and finally, the lack of 
cu lture menas that in China the peasants' cat­
t l e has been taken to kolkhozes. 

It is difficult to contradict in any re­
s pect the Soviet poet. Doubtless, there are 
many other things that may be said about 
China. But Yevtushenko describes everything 
that is happening in China as the result of 
powerful Chinese chauvinism - as an invention 
of China. He comments also that "the line of 
cultura l defficiency" may become a line of 
fire , s,hich means that uncultural China is 
threatening the world and the cultural Soviets 
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become today a "bulwark of culture." 

Summarizing, a juggler's trick of Yevtu­
shenko is that writing the most cynical propa­
gandist's line he can always throw in several 
allusions which the reader may at good will 
interprete one, or entirely opposite way. 
There is no doubt that writing "Refugee from 
China," Yevtushenko understood well what asso­
ciations in connection with "deceitful propa­
ganda," ''Collectivism,'' and ''cult of Mao,'' may 
arise in the minds of the Soviet citizens. 
But, on the other hand, he puts a stress on 
the fact that he has only China on his mind. 

The psychology of creativity is not com­
p letely explored. It happens sometimes, that 
a writer , as if against his own will, says 
more about himself than he wanted. Yevtushen­
ko gives in his poem an image of himself : 
"He grasped: not in vain the power values 
those who are so flexible as she is. He lived 
- looking where the wind blows from. To him, 
exemplary are only those who believe in what 
they believe , though they don't believe in 
any thing." 

In the b e ginning of the thirties, the 
Soviet writers, I. Ilf and J. Petrov, addres­
sing other wri ter s called: It isn't enough to 
love the Soviet power , we must do everything 
to make the Soviet power love us. No doubt, 
Yevtushenko reached the stage where one who 
lives watching only for where the wind blows 
from, at the end, squanders the remainder of 
one's talent. To reach this conclusion, it 
is enough to compare Yevtushenko's two cre­
ations separated by 5 years . 

The poem of Yevtushenko is an example of 
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t he "cultural" Soviet propaganda. An example 
o f propaganda in wh ich the meaning of the 
word "culture" doesn't exist is Vl adimir 
Biegun's brochure under the title of "The 
crawling counter-revolution." On the cover, 
a note: " a book. designed for mass reading." 
The theme of the brochure is a fight against 
Sionism - "The Crawling counter-revolution." 
"Some 5-7 years ago many of us had no idea 
what kind of enemy we were facing, how deep 
was his influence , how far reached his anten­
nae , what were his main strategic goals, 
fo rms and methods of diversiona l activities. " 
In one of my previous reviews I mentioned 
Biegun's brochure whose parts then were pu­
blished in 'linsk newspaper Nieman . But today 
in front of us, we have the whole work. i\nd , 
if one wanted, one would make a complete 
library composed of the Soviet anti-Sionist 
literature: "BeNare ! Sionism ," by J. Ivanov; 
"The fascism from under the blue star," by 
J. Yekseyev; "Sionism in the service of anti ­
communism," by W. Bashlakov; "Sionisrrk - enemy 
of vouth " hy the illustrious anti - semit ist , 
I. Kiczk~ , and many other titles . 

The brochure of Biegun deserves our 
attention for many reasons. But firstly 
because it is the latest work that gives an 
image of today ' s Soviet politics . Thus it 
appears that the basic sources of information 
about the worldwide Jewish conspiracy (to take 
over the whole world), including t h e unmask­
ing of Moses - taken literally from . the "Pro­
tocol of Sion's philosophers" - are embedded 
in Marxism - Leninism. Bieg un insists that 
anti-Semitism is of a class character which 
f act makes it h istorical l y justified and a 
necessary expr ession of the "people'.s anger." 
This "people's anger has its roots in the 
unrising in Bielorussia and Ukraine in the 
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eighteenth century. It didn't change now, as 
the world's Capitalism is nothing but the 
Capitalism of Jewry. To those problems refer 
- as Biegun explains - "The directive of V. I . 
Lenin in the question of fighting against the 
Jewish nationalism and Sionism." Lenin be­
comes the father of the contemporary Soviet 
anti-semitism. 

Another curiosity of Biegun's brochure 
are the sources he uses. Comparing the sour­
ces used by Ivanov in 1969 for the first 
theoretical anti-semitic book written, with 
the bibliography used by Biegun, we may say 
that both used the same literature . There is 
a slight difference, however: Ivanov cites 
the works based on English and Biegun on 
Polish publications. In other words, the 
Polish authors, translations into Polish , 
Trybuna Ludu and Politics - are the base on 
which Biegun buids u p his writing. It is a 
clearly visible example of Polish-Russian 
friendship ... 

And at last the third pecul iari ty of 
Biegun's brochure - the burning, personal 
hatred of the a u t hor toward the object of 
his "research." Probably for this reason 
the author of the preface to the brochure 
calls it a " sharp , offensive publication." 

George Orwell, whose forsight cannot 
be denied, wrote in 1984 about the daily 
"minutes of hatred ." The brochure of Biegun 
is "an hour of hatred (1 hour is sufficient 
to read it through) prescribe d for the people 
o f the Soviet Union. 

We shouldn't be surprised then that in 
the gallery of the contemporary heroes of 
Biegun was included a fearless fighter 
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aga inst the international Jewish conspiracy 
- the President of Uganda, Idi Amin Dada. 
some of his experiences in the fight against 
Jews are quoted by Biegun from an interview 
of KomsomoLskaya Gazeta with Idi Amin Dada. 
Recent ly, there appeared a movie about the 
Uganda President. The scenario, music, were 
written, and the leading hero's role played 
by himself personally. This exquisite film 
explains why Idi Amin Dada is so popul ar with 
t he Soviet leaders, who are today the main 
s uppliers of arms for Uganda. The strategic 
locat ion of Uga nda in Africa has nothing to do 
with it. It is, simply , the character of Idi 
Amin Dada which immensely reminds them the 
never to be forgotten Leader of Nations. Id"i 
Amin Dada - is Stalin blackened in the fight 
f o r Communism. 

Adam Kruczek 
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IN SEARCH FOR BREAD 

And again, the Soviet Union runs about 
and looks for some place t~ buy something 
to eat. From Australia to Canada, but mainly 
in the USA, the Soviet emissaries work like 
ants, buying grain, hiring transportation 
and organizing finances. So far - to the end 
of July - the purchases stand at 10 million 
tons of wheat. Of this amount , Canada supplie 
2 million tons' , Australia 150, 0 00 tons and 
a ll the rest is from the USA. 

These unprecedented purchases are caused 
by great defficiences in this year ' s crop 
in the Soviet Union. According to plan, the 
total harvest of all kinds of grains in the 
USSR was supposed to bring 215 million tons, 
half of it in wheat. But the estimates made 
for the first half year show expected harvest 
to be 10 p e rcent below the plan (only 95 
million tons of wheat3. Observers, recently 
returning from the Soviet Union, inform us 
that the situation looks much worse and the 
deficit may reach 25 percent of the plan so 
that the purchases conducted so far, may . 
represent only the beginning, and soon will 
be increased. 

The Soviet purchases of grain created 
great anxiety and even panic in some parts of 
the West. 1972 is still too much remembered 
by all. Then too, the Soviet Union s1:1ff':'red 
a large scale deficit and bought 19 million 
tons of wheat - close to 25 percent of the 
world export. The deal created sky-rocketing 
wheat prices, and gravely affected the 
economy of the West. Occasionally scandals 
occurred. The mi ddle-men and speculators 
made a lot of money; the Soviet purchases 
were partially financed by t h e Amer i can 
tax-p a y e r s; 
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the Soviets bought mor 0 than they needed and 
could later resal e purchased gra in at a 
great profit . 

A cry to stop the sale of grain to the 
Soviet Union appears to be justified. What 
disturbs the minds of people most, is the 
fact that grain transactions, s uch as in 1972, 
are made secretly. They are carrie d by great 
firms, of which only one (Co o k Industries ) i s 
a public company and, by law, i s bo und to 
publish t he results of its activities. The 
other companies participating in g rain trans­
actions (Bunge Co rp., Ca r gill a nd Co n tinenta l 
Gr ain ), despite their gigantic position in the 
trade, have the status of private, one person, 
enterprizes, and as such, do not n e ed to dis­
close a ny thing. The secre cy e ncourages dis­
obedience to the law. Not long ago, 13 
directors of Bung e Corp. were fined f or cheat­
ing on the q u a lity of e xporte d gra i n . 

The opposi tion a ga ins t t h e sales of 
g rain to the Sovie t Un ion takes various forms. 
Some trade unions boy c o tt loading and trans ­
portation of grai n . The American Senate pro ­
poses enacting a law that will prohibit ex -
port i f it amounts to 20 percent of the harvest; 
export of larger quantities will demand the 
guarantees of the government that it won ' t 
affect internal co ns ume r prices. 

The grain situation in 1975 diffe rs 
g r eat l y from the one in 1972. The USA govern­
ment s topped pay ing export subsidies for 
agricultura l p roducts, whi c h step s .1lenced the 
accu sat i nns n f financinq th • SovL•t unprn~uc­
tivity from the pocket of Ame rican wo rker . 
More important is the fa c t t hat th is year, 
co ntrary t o 1 °72 , is an except1on~l vear. 
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The worldwide yield for all kinds of grain is 
predicted to be 6 percent higher than last 
year's, and about 1 percent higher than 1973 
which was a record year. A great part of the 
surplus is i n America which fact reflects on 
t he price index - closer to harvest the prices 
on grain exchanges went down drastically. Be­
tween Oct . 74 and the Soviet buying fever of 
1 975, these prices went down by 40 percent. 

The most fervent adherent for the selling 
of American grain to the Soviets is the Secre­
t ary of Agriculture Department , Earl Butz . 
Doubtless, that in view of the approaching e ­
l ect ion, he has to pacify the powerful agri­
cultural lob by in Washington . The job d emands 
s topp ing decreases in prices and - cons i der­
i ng depression - helping the American farmers 
by increasing their income from the e xport o f 
agricultural products . Thus, the Soviet de­
f icit appears to be an ideal partner of the 
American surplu s. Mr. Butz insists that even 
i t the total export (including the traditional 
customers in Europe and Asia) were to reach 30 
million tons, the stock next June will b e 
twice as large as that of June this year, es ­
t imated as 8 . 5 million tons. Supporting his 
chief , the Under-Secretary of Agriculture Dept. 
R. Bell , states that the USA can supply the 
Sov i et Union with a fur ther 4-5 million tons 
of wheat without any rick involved in raising 
th e prices on the consumer market. 

The shipment of grain that was bought so 
fa r by the USSR , demands 500 ships of average 
tonnage . The Soviet authorities contracted 
20 ships which wi ll for several months be 
sailing between the ports of America and Rus ­
s ia. 

This year's p urchases of grai n will cost 
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Russia, so far, about $2 billion. This unexpec­
ted expenditure demands financing from special 
sources. It has been noted lately that on the 
eve of this great purchasing campaign the Soviet 
gold appeared on the European exchanges. But, 
perhaps , more important is the quarrel that 
burst out between the Soviet Union and Egypt 
about the payments of the Egyptian debt for arms 
supplied by Russia. The debt is in the area of 
$7 billion and the Soviet Union rigourously de­
mands Egypt to comp l y with its obligations ; it 
seems, the situation resulted in breaking the re­
lations betwee n both countries. It is thought t ha 
the Soviet insistence in demands of payments has 
been caused by the food situation and the result­
ing necessity to buy grain. 

It is clearly apparent how important is the 
role of Israel i n all of this. The Arab nations 
produce great quantities of oil which is sold in 
the ~lest for enormous amounts of money. Wi th 
this money they buy arms from the Soviet Union 
which in turn uses it for buying food. Had 
KiRsinger succeeded in vietnamization if Israel, 
the Arab countries wou l dn 't be buying a rms from 
the Soviet Union, which dep rived of means for 
buying food , would die of hunger. In turn, had 
the Arabs stopped buying arms they wouldn't have 
any stimulus for producing great quant ities of 
oil, consequently, the West would perish because 
of lack of oil. 

There is one more , one would say, ontolo­
gical argument: Why does the Soviet Union, the 
biggest world producer of wheat, permanently 
suffers from the lack of it, and why can the 
USA which has almost the same numher of pop­
ulation as the Soviet Union and only half of 
its wheat production, regularly export half of 
its wheat and still have a surplus? 
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For the answer we must go back as far as 
the Khrushchev's days. During his education­
al visit in the USA Khrushchev learned 3 
things: First - that if in the country with 
200 million inhabitants, there are on the high­
ways 80 million cars, notwithstanding the 
Stalinists it is nonsense to insist that in 
Capitalism only the millionaires have cars. 
Directly after his visit, this nonsense van­
ished from the official propaganda. Who knows 
whether or not the Poles owe their Fiats to 
this "discovery". Second - that an unemployed 
American is doing better than a fully employed 
Russian. Khrushchev announced this truth only 
once and that was in the speech to the 
Kazachstan kolkhozes members: immediately 
after that it was taken out of repertoire. It 
is possible that it caused the downfall of 
Khrushchev, which fact in itself becomes the 
reason that the Sovie t Union never understood 
the truth number 3 - that corn in many respectf 
is of higher value than wheat is. 

So the explanation for the Russian grain 
troubles lies in corn. The Americans don 't 
care much for wheat and produce it in compara­
tively small quantities. Their main grain is 
corn whose production i s 2-3 times larger than 
the production of wheat (about 150 million tom 
annually). The Americans eat corn in the morn· 
ing, at midday and at evening; they eat it as 
vegetable, grits, flour, cereal, etc., but 
above all, they use it as a fodder. The 
American corned beef is known all over the 
world . Khrushchev understood it all, contin­
uously calling for the increase of corn pro­
duction in the Soviet Union, but his words 
were falling in the deaf ears. While in 1956 
the production of corn in the USSR was 8 
million tons, today it amounts to only 10 
million. 
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The same level of production has been reached 
in the same period by several considerably 
smaller countries, for example, France, Mexico, 
Yugoslavia, S.Africa, Rumania; some of them be­
gan experimenting with corn cultivation for the 
first time. 

The differences between western Capitalism 
and the Soviet style Socialism manifest them­
selves in many ways. What is striking in agri­
culture is, that the West endeavours to have its 
agriculture wel l financed, well invested, rich 
and capable of full production. The Soviet 
Communism has grown on the practice of squeezing 
out the last penny from agriculture for the 
financing of indus try , mainly heavy - arms 
industry. The Soviet ideology looked at through 
this pract ice, will much easier accept the death 
of 10 hungry citizens than the enrichment of one. 
There is a lot of talk about the climatic changes 
that cause the Soviet gra in deficit. But more 
impo rtant is an institutional climate which pre­
vents the intensification and increase of pro­
duction i n the Soviet agriculture. West e rn 
Europe produces 4 0 quintals of wheat from 1 
hectar , the Sovie ts - only 15. The USA - 60 
quintals of corn from 1 hectar , the Soviets - 20. 
A great ideology chang e is needed on the Soviet 
side to equalize these differences. 

Some comfort to the present leadership of th 
USSR may lie in the fact that Genghis Khan and 
Timur-Leng, in general , never cared f or the cul­
tivation of wheat or corn, concentrating specif­
ically on wa r p roduction and assuming that with 
military superior ity t hey can grab everything 
they wanted from the others . 

Bohdan Brodzinski 
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DI THE SOVIET PRESS 

In the biography of Brezhnev, July 1975 
will be marked in red: There were not too 
many Soviet leaders who, without giving any­
thi.ng in exchange, could have attained so ma­
ny diplomatic victories. In the Soviet Union, 
J uly passed by under the sign of "Apollo­
Soyuz" flight and the European Security Con­
ference . 

The daily press , periodicals, radio and 
TV, have talked only: "The Soviet-American 
handshake in space," Detente - turning point 
i n the history of mankind ... With beating 
hearts the Soviet citizens watched the start 
of "Soyuz"; with beating hearts because the 
Soviet leaders 'never before had the courage, 
be ing afraid of a fiasco, to transmit to the 
public any starts of Russian cosmic vehicles. 
Then there followed: the telegrams from 
Brezhnev, Ford, from tens of heads of nations, 
social leaders of the West, South and North, 
proud statements of the Soviet citizens, po­
ems of Yevtushenko ... In short: Triumph! the 
tr iumph which should remove forever from the 
memories of the Soviet citizens the defeats 
i n the race to the moon. The first on the 
moon were the Americans, but docking of Soyuz 
and Apo llo in space has been proof of equality 
of both competitors. 

It is easy to enumerate what the Soviet 
leaders gained: the effect of_public~ty and 
the certainty of getting acquainted ~it~ the 
leading American technology. But 7t s impos­
sible even to assume that the American leaders 
have gotten anything in exchange, because they 
were losers. That the Soviet Union has been 
lagging behind America in cosmonautics and 
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technology i n gene ral, was nothing new. This 
fact was revealed 2 years ago by Leonid Vladi­
mirov in "The Soviet Cosmic Bluff"" - a book 
whose revelations the Soviet leaders were for ­
ced to acknowledge with gnashing teeth. Act­
ually the book was written 8 years ago when 
its author, the Soviet s cientific publicist, 
escaped to the West. L. Vladimirov is telling 
us the story about the primitiveness of the 
Soviet space technology, the endeavours of the 
Soviet leaders to make the cosmonauts, const­
ructors and engineers, serve the will of t he 
Party , about using the cosmic flights for pro­
paganda even at t he price of huma n lives. To­
day, the western publicist, with certain em-­
barrassment, underline in their jubilant re­
ports one dissimilar characteristic of Soyuz 
and Apollo: in the Soviet space vehicle , a 
pilot cannot make any dec ision on his own -
the ste ering is performed from the Earth ; i n 
contrast , the American astronauts do it by 
themselves. The western reporters point out 
this peculiarity without any comments, con­
sidering evidently as natural that even in 
the cosmos the Soviet man must be under con­
trol and surveillance. 

The Soviet l eaders intoxicated by victory 
decided even to reward the common men . First, 
they gave them a ~reat show. Although the 
s tart of Soyuz l , s ted only seconds, the TV 
transmitted this memorable moment for 4 hours. 
On the market there a ppeared perfumes under an 
e legant brand " EPAS" - meaning the "Experimen­
tal flight of Apol lo-Soyuz," a product of t he 
Rev lon Corporat ion of Amer ica, and put on s ale 
simultaneously in the USSR and the USA . Friend 
ship is friendship , there is no doubt abou t i t. 
In the USA, a p h ia l of EPAS costs $1 0, in Mos­
cow - $50.75. 
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That wasn' t all. On sale went cosmic 
cigarettes - a joint enterprize of the Soviet 
tobacco industry and the American Philip 
Morris Co. At once, in concert with this, 
there began to circulate anecdotes which per­
haps better than any scientific treatise ref­
lest the attitudes of the Soviet people. Anec­
dotes appear in the Soviet Union in cycles: 
t here were anecdotes connected with "Radio 
Eryvan," Leninistic, etc. In Stalin's days, 
for exampl e , popular cigarettes used to carry 
the brands that depicte d the names of great 
projects, such as "Bialomor-Canal" or "Volga -
Don" which were completed entirely by slave 
labor. A sample: a c l ient asks: give me a 
pack of "where I was" cigarettes. He was an­
swered: sorry, we haven't got "where you were , 11 

but you can have "where you will be" cigar ­
ettes. Rece ntly, after the Apollo-Soyuz feat, 
t h e subject of all anecdotes was Vasili Ivan­
ovich Czaapayev , the hero of a movie about the 
civil war , a symbol of the Soviet leader -
uncouth and cruel. One anecdote says that 
Peter, the orderly of Czaapayev reports: Com­
rade, Vasili Ivanovich ! They brought Philip 
Morris! Czaapayev retorts: arrest Philip, 
s hoot Morris! 

One would say that the wrapping 
ged, but the contents are the same. 
spite the "successe i n the area of 
ties," the Soviet citizens began to 
it. 

has chan­
And, de­

cosmonau­
understand 

Doubtless , the succes ses in the diplomatic 
arena" are today more impor tant that the cosmos 
itself. After the drive of the heads of na­
t ions and governments which signed the final 
document of the Peace and Security Conference 
o f Europe, Brezhnev attained things that Sta­
lin couldn't have even dreamt of. The West 
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officially and legally approved the hegemony 
o f the USSR in Europe. A. Solzhenitsyn call­
ed the signing of the document by the Presi­
dent of the USA as "betrayal of Eastern Eur­
ope," "conso lidated reco nciliation with en­
s lav ing of Easte rn Europe." 

In the Sov i et p ress, the e x p lanation of 
wha t ha s caused the s uccesses o f Bre zhnev 's 
politic s , i s unanimo us: The p r essure of p ro­
gress ive forces . The We stern p r ess , however, 
canno t e x p l a in why Europ e agreed to go t o the 
confer ence t able, because i t itse l f doesn't 
under s t and why . It is do u b t f ul whether the 
c irculat i ng opin ion tha t al l wen t the r e i n 
order to p lease Br ezhnev - as wi thout t h e con­
ference the poor ma n c ould have been l os t a nd 
his p l ace taken by Somebody Terrible , doesn ' t 
co~vince even its authors. Even , the argument 
thn t the West received something from the So­
viet Union, doesn ' t carry any weight with the 
critics . From the publ ished final document it 
is clear that the Sovi e t Union didn ' t give a ­
way a jot . Fu thermore, the introductory pa ­
ragraphs under line t hat the document doesn't 
have any l ega l f n rce and doesn ' t prov ide f o r 
any sanct i ons in t he case of vio l ation o f it s 
guiding principl Ps. Al l th is means tha t even 
remin i scing o n any k ind of human rig h ts has 
no va l ue wha tsoever . Let me give an example: 
On t he July 22 , \/hen the date fo r signing the 
final document had been decided upon , Andrei 
Ama lrik, who j u st returned f r om t h e "Gulag " 
at Kolyma - wher e he spen t 3 years - as ked 
some foreign cor r e spondents to convey his 
statement: The soviet authorities forbade 
him to live in Moscow where his wife resides. 
They transferred him to Riazan district where 
once he had a house. Recen tly some unknown 
individua ls destroyed it . Amal rik, in his 
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request, calls the behavior o f the Soviet lead­
e rs hypocritical in view of the paragrap h from 
the He lsink i document which treat s the prin­
c i p le o f un i fy i ng families whose members live 
i n di ffer ent p laces and, at the same time "in 
the Sovie t Union a husband is forbidd e n to live 
with hi s wife." 

Hypno t iz e d , l ike a rabbit by a boa-con­
strictor, t he chi e fs o f t he European countr i e s 
appeared in He ls i nk i and put their sig natur es 
t o t he d i sg rac e ful document. 

No t l o ng ago I had a c hance to read a 
boo k " Th e Soviet Savoir Vivr e " published in 
Moscow. Among many i r repl aceable advices and 
s ubtle observations , I found a prescription 
which may be directl y appl ied to the confer ­
ence at Helsink i . The autho r of the "Soviet 
Etykieta" states : "One goes to a visit by 
one ' s own free wi l l." This is a great general 
truth . In any case , the Eu ropean l eaders 
went to Helsinki by t heir own free wi l l. No­
body was forcing them , the c1ay President Ha cha 
was forced to sign a po l itical documen t in 
1938. 

Some time ago the c ult of one man has 
been unmasked a nd it was dec lared that one 
man is noth i ng a nd t he masses - everyth ing. 
But it appeared aga i n that one man , who has 
no militar y power behind him , could spoi l t he 
fes t ive mood o f Bre zhnev. On t he day of the 
"cosmic handshake " A. Solzhenitsyn appeared at 
the banquet give n i n his honor by the AFL- CIO 
in New York, and dur ing a speech lasting 100 
minutes was t e l l ing the Americans the truth 
to their faces. We may assume that the conse­
quences of this speech will be l ong remembe r­
ed. At any rate , on July 26, President Ford, 
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in an interview for the New York Times, admit­
ted his mistake of not inviting Solzhenitsyn 
to the White House. This unusual self-criti­
cism was proof of the great impression made by 
the author of the Gulag Archipelago on the 
American people. 

Solzhenitsyn didn't d iscover - if we may 
use this expression - America. He was repeat­
ing only that which wa_s told before him be 
hundreds and thousands of people over many 
years. But, perhaps, for the first time peo­
nle began to listen. Solzhenitsyn began his 
~peech with a "small historical review." I 
want to remind you - he said to the audience 
- what kind of system you are dealing with. 
"It's a system which: came to power by mi l­
itary subversion , dispersed constitutional po­
litical bodies, capitulated before Germany - a 
common world adversary in those days - cre­
ated CZEKA and repres sions wi thout courts of 
justice, chocked t he s trikes of workers, 
plundered peasants and when they revolted 
finished them in bloodshed, routed the 
Church ... " Such was the beginning of thi s 
system. Afterwards , "created the world's 
first concentrat ion camps; it has been the 
system that destroyed the remaining political 
parties ... It has been a system that used 
genocide: 15 mill i on p easants died. It has 
been a system t hat invented the law of slave 
labor - a passpor t law. It has been a sys tem 
that artificially created famine in a peace­
time. 6 million in Ukraine died of hunger in 
1932-33 ... " 

With this system - continued Solzhenitsyn 
- the western Capital i sts made an agreement. 
"For the past 50 years we observe an unending 
cooperatio n of western businessmen with the 
Soviet leaders who , without the technical and 
financial help were not able to cope with their 
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awkwardly and nonsensically run e conomy. And 
if today the Soviets have the greatest mili­
tary and police forces in the country which by 
t he contemporary standards is poor - they have 
them for the purpose of suppressing the free­
dom movement inside the Soviet Union. For 
this s ituation we are ' indebted' to the west­
ern Capitalism." It is - Solzhenitsyn was 
saying - "something beyond comprehension o f 
t he human brain; this burning greed for profit 
which is beyond the l imits of reason and decen-
C}'· •• II 

The West didn't limit itself to economic 
help - he was saying - "Already in Yalta -
without any need - the West approved silently 
the occupation of Mongolia, Moldavia, Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. The West did nothing 
for the defense of the Eastern Europe and 7-8 
more countries were l ater given away . .. " The 
years that followed the end of World War 2 
So l zhenitsyn defines as "the years of contin­
uing concessions and giving away nation after 
nation ." He warned the audience - it is very 
dangerous to lose the feeling of reality when 
it begins to sneak upon one ' s conscience the 
thought: "Well , le t ' s give it away. And we 
hear today in the West and in your country the 
voices: Give away Japan, give away Israel, 
Formosa, Philippines, Thailand, Ma laya. Add 
10 African countries - but leave to us our way 
of life . Give us the possibility of riding in 
our b ig cars on our magnificent h ighways . 
Give us the possibilty of quietly playing our 
golf and tennis. Give us the opportuni ty of 
enjoying our cocktails the way we are accus ­
tomed to." 

Solzhenitsyn ended his speech with this 
conclusio n: "In the world of today there are 
2 most important processes underway : first . .. 
is a s e ries o f shortsighted concessions - give 
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away, give away, give a way, and perhaps the 
wolf will be fed up. The second process -
which I consider as fundament al and I pre­
d ict i t will b r ing for al l of u s a b e t ter 
f uture - is a fac t that under the iro n c rust 
of Commu nism , already for 20 years in Ru ssia 
and for a little shorter time in the other 
communi s t countries , t here proceeds the li­
beration of the huma n s oul, t here grow up 
the new generations which are ready to fight 
aga i n s t the evil of Communi sm and which won' t 
go fo r a ny compr omise, wh ich prefer to l ose 
everything - money, any existentional values , 
life itself . .. if we only break , if not stop, 
t h e process of concessions and allow for con­
tinuation of liber ation in the communist 
countries, we shou ld secure our future . .. " 

As if in anticipation that h e will be 
accused of being the enemy of detente, Solzhe­
nitsyn asks: "Is the detente necessary? " -
and answers: "It is as necessary as the air 
we breathe. It is the only remedy for the 
troubles of the world. But detente will be 
real only if 3 conditions are fulfilled." 
First is the military disarmament. The se­
cond - dismantling the machinery of preva­
lence . In other words, the liquidation of t he 
weaponry that is us~d to destroy a neighbor 
and the weaponry th ~t is used to strangu late a 
fellow countryman ; detente should be based 
neither "on smiles," nor on concessions, but 
on "the rock," meaning that "the other fellow 
who desires detente must allow for the free 
society, free press, free parliament." The 
third condition emerges from the following: 
"What kind of detente is it if a hateful pro­
paganda called proudly the ideological war is 
conducted in the Soviet Union? No! Let's 
have detente. Let's have friendship, but 
first let's end t he ideological war." 
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Sol~henitsyn d escr ibed the Soviet system as 
enti rely c losed . "It i s so close d that here 
(mean i ng i n the West) i t's almost impossible 
t o u nderst a nd it. Many most educated 
t heoretic ians write s c i entific book s and 
attempt to explain what i s ha ppen ing i n my 
country . They express some ide a s which to us 
-_the S~viet people - are just funny;" And he 
c ited: They tell you that the Soviet leaders 
had resigned from t heir anti- human ideology. 
That isn ' t so. Or they tell you that there 
are i n the Kremlin ' l efti sts ' and 'rightists' 
and there is a f light going on be t ween them, 
and t hat we should do ever yth ing not to 
jeopa rdize t he ' leftists ' ef f orts . Al l this 
is_a fantasy . Some sort of fight for power 
exists _there , but in the basic issues they all 
are unified . Or , again there is a theory 
which says that presently - owing to the 
t echnologica l deve l opments in the USSR -
there technocracy is growing in strength a nd 
soon, it , not the Party, will be deciding 
about everyting . I'm telling you that the 
degree of technocracy ' s influence on our fate 
is as high as the degree of our generals' 
influence on starting or conducting a war -
meaning zero . All will be doing what the 
Party orders . " 

Solzhen itsyn says that t hese " scientific 
explanations" are funny to the Soviet people. 
But, not long before Solzhen itsyn ' s speech , 
t he character o f the Soviet power had been 
descr ibed in the same manner by a model 
Soviet man - Roy Medvedyev. In an interview 
published in t he London Ob server (J une 15 , 75) 
the author of a monogra phy of St alinism 
"Under the Judgement of History ," i n troduced 
his political 
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program and his appraisal of the dissident 
movement in the Soviet Union. The interview 
had the headline: "How I would govern in the 
Soviet Union." Roy Medvedyev, before saying 
how he would govern, described how would the 
Soviet Union be governed by the best known 
personalities. About Andrei Sakharov: "I 
have the impres sion t hat he has no concrete 
political concept •. . he acts under the i nfluence 
of moral and emotional impulses. His views 
are negative. He knows perfectly what he 
doesn't want. Shou l d Sakharov be the leader 
of t he country - he wouldn't know what to do. " 
About Solzhenitsyn : "It would be a t erribl e 
thing to see Solzhenitsyn with his religious 
concepts, as the leade r of the nation." 

And what if you would become the leader? 
- he was asked. - I would - in any case - know 
what to do during the next 5 years. 

How would l-1edvedyev' s 5 years plan look? 
He said: the means which I would undertake 
would have as a primary target the "safeguar­
ding of the Socialist system and national pro­
perty ." Above all, he would find new people 
that would be abl e to handle the most impor­
tant issues: "There a re many talented, wise 
Marxists with common sense, who wo u ld per­
fectly well solve many social and political 
problems. There are many clever men who would 
find a solution for our agricultural troubles." 
But, the most important: "There are peopl e 
who would build up a perfect propaganda machine." 

Beside bring ing in new people - "wise 
Marxists," Roy Medvedyev would secure freedom 
of speech - for example , he would allow for 
the ex istence of private publications on an 
equal bas i s with the great Party publications, 
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freedom of association including political 
~r?a~iz~tio~s, he would allow for the private 
initiative in the industry of services. "It 
is necessary" - added Medvedyev - "to have 
one-two newspapers independent from politics." 
Al l this - Medvedyev stresses - "will not in 
any way threaten the Communist Party .•. it will 
make the Party healthier and much more alive. 

The program of Medvedyev (nobody, so far , 
was so clear and precise in expressing politi­
cal views) has only one goal : He wants to see 
the Communist Party stronger and its vitality 
more effective. He compares his own role with 
the role of Luther and Ca l vin who endeavored 
" to renovate the true religion the way they 
understood it." Moreover , he stresses that in 
the Soviet libraries today one may find the 
books of Solzhenitsyn, Maximov, and even the 
periodical Kontinent - but there is no p lace ir 
them for his "Under the Judgement of History ." 
It c annot be read by the Party functionaire s 
although it is written in Part y and Marxis t 
language in which they grew up and which they 
use. 

Roy Medvedyev concludes : "In my opinion , 
the situation in the Soviet Un ion may be 
changed by the Marxists of nondogmatic type, 
able to create a Socialism wi th a new face. 
Our contemporary society will understand them 
better than it understands the religious men, 
such as Solzhenitsyn and Maximov. " 

There is nothing good to be expected from 
Solzhenitsyn and Maximov - says Roy Medvedyev. 
However, some of the contemporary Soviet 
leaders seem t o him, in many respects, to be 
the men of great value. "Some people think" 
- said Medvedyev - "that after the Soviet Party 
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Congress next yea r the great changes in the 
structure of lead ership will fo l low. It is 
difficult to forecast anything on this ques­
tion, but I think • .. " and here follows his 
prognosis: "Brezhnev and Kosygin will retai n 
power . The me n around them will be replac e d 
by the men from the younger generat i on and of 
different character . Intellige nt and younger, 
they will not have the complexes that oppress 
their predecessors. " Who are these "intelli ­
g ent and younger?" Medvedyev mentions two: 
"I think that people like Katushev (the Se­
cretary of the Communist Party) may under­
stand better the problems of intelligentsia 
than Suslov. Perhaps , ev en Andropov (the 
KGB ' s boss) understands them better than Sus­
lov and Kiril e nko ." 

" Beside s" - Medve dyev states - "at this 
t i me, Brezhnev himsel f i s the b e st o f all po ­
l i t i c a l leader s ." 

I think, there is no need for mor e com­
ments on the program of improvement i n the 
Soviet Communist Party . It s eems tha t more 
l i ght on the subj ect is t hrown by the words of 
the physicist Va l ent ine Turczy n , the chairman 
of the Sov i et branch o f the Amnesty Interna­
tio nal , who h a ppened t o b e present at the in­
terview: "Nobody i n the West imagines to what 
degre e our si t uation r emi nds one of the situ­
atio n s described by Or well in 1984 . . . The 
regime attempt s to destroy all who a r e able to 
think independently. The Party doesn't need 
our kind of p e ople . Our system is unbearable 
to all who possess just a bit of common sense." 
How it is possibl e to r e form this system by 
applying the simple e xchange o f a few men -
remains a s e cre t of Roy Medvedyev who, proba ­
bly , dre ams not only about the laurels of 
Luther and Ca l vin but mainly about the laurel s 
of F .D .Roosevel t - the savior of Capitalism . 
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* * * 

Several days after the interview with Roy 
Medvedyev, from whic h the readers of the Ob­
server l earned that Adnropov is the best 
qualified to unders tand the needs of Ru s sian 
inteligents i a , the open l ette r o f the Soviet 
write r Vladimi r Voynovich t o l\nd ropov, was 
publ i s hed . In the let ter, t he writer tells 
ho w he was s ummoned to t he KGB, how t he funct­
i onaries of this r espectable institution 
t al ked with h i m, how h e was reproached be­
cause of the publ i shing of h is work s a broad anc 
told t o r eunite with the Soviet literature. 
Fur t hermore , how one of KGB ' s men "as if l os t 
i n thoughts and wi th sadness sa i d , that t he 
huma n life is ver y short , a nd sudd en l y added 
that h e would understand me if I were a 7 0 
year old man. In the sev e n t ie s , li f e is 
practically end ed , but t o end i t a t only 4 3 ... 
and here , with as t onishment he spr ead his a rms . 

The great honor o f be ing i nvited to the 
KGB and to listen ing to ' t he p h i lo s o p h ica l l ec­
tur e about t he instabili t y of the human l ife 
was bes towed on Voynov,ch because his Look wa s 
published abr oad - an e xc0llcnt sa tiric s t o r y 
"The Li f e and Unu s ua l ~dvenlures of a Sol dier 
Ivan Czonk i n ." I t LS a s tory a bou t a simp l e 
Ru s sian pea sant, I van u s hka, who found hims e l f 
c aught in the cogwh eel s of the Soviet syst em 
machine r y . One of the KGB' s in t e rlocut o rs 
assured the au tho r that "C zonkin " would have 
been publi shed i n the Sov ie t Union , providing 
the a uthor c a nc e l led o nly o ne word - "puks ." 
1 1;1form t hose •t1 ho haven' t read t he boo k that 
PPKS - abbre viate d Ru ssian expr e ssion o f "The 
Road to Socia lism " - is (i n t he book) the 
name o f ~ mi racle fr u it which is half potato 
1nd hal f tomato , produc ed by a village 
s electionist "under t he inf luence o f the pro ­
gress ive 
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teachings of Michurin and Lysenko." We should, 
rather, doubt, if the cancellation of "puks" 
would have silenced the Soviet censorship. At 
the base of the matter lies an offence against 
Andropov, which emerges from the fact that 
Voynovish allowed himself to write about the 
functionaries of the NKVD - f ather and mentor 
of the KGB, and to introduce them most 
realistically and truly. 

Let's read the following sample: By mis­
take, the head of regional sect ion of the NKVD, 
Captain Milaga, was taken prisoner by the 
Soviet soldiers who took him for a German, and, 
vice versa, he took them for Germans too. As 
neither the interrogating Milaga Lieutenant, 
nor Milaga knew the German language , the 
inte rrogatio n was executed in a language which 
both of them thought to be German . 

- "Namen? - the officer was repeating 
nervously, not being sure if he pronounced the 
word correctly. - Du namen? Sie namen? .. . Ich 
bin Captain Milag ... Ich bin ist-arbeiten . .. 
he thought for a while how to name the ins ti 
tution he wor ked for, and suddenly found an 
unexpected equivalent : Ich bin arbeiten in 
rus s ish Gestapo . - Gestapo? - und e rstanding 
this word in hi s own German, the Lieutenant 
medi tated. - Du kommunisten strelit', pif, 
pag? - Ja, ja, - t he Captain vigourously 
agreed. - Und kommunisten, und bezpartijnem 
- wsiech razstrelit' - pif , paf - and demon­
strated shooting with his right hand.: 

It is well known that Captain Milaga was 
telling the truth. But, evidently, the 
truth has not been to the liking of Andropov 
- a connoisseur of intelligentsia problems. 
In addition, we must remind ourselves that 
the offence was aimed at the boss of Captain 
Milaga 
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- Lavrenti Beria. 

Let's add too, that it is highly probable 
that Andropov knows nothing about the activi­
ties of his subordinates and institution. 
Brezhnev, for example, had sworn to Brandt that 
he, the First Secretary of Communist Party, 
knew nothing a bout Guillaume - the s py pla nted 
within the entourage of Brandt . 

Adam Kruczek 


